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LATEST NEWS 

ANA GLENN SMEDLEY MEMORIAL AWARD 

presented to 

DR PAUL Z. BEDOUKIAN 

A collector, distinguished schoCar and generous benefactor to numismatics , ( 2auC (Bedoukian 
has spent a lifetime contributing his research and talents to the study of numismatics, specifi- 
cally more than a dozen books and more than 100 scholarly articles on ancient and medieval nu- 
mismatics. dlis prolific writings on ancient and medieval Armenian coinage, Rpman coinage, 
coinage of the Crusades and other topics have opened nezv horizons in several fields prez/iously be- 
yond the grasp of the average collector, Awo of his most important contributions are the Coinage 
of Cdician Armenia and Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia published in 1962 and 1978, respec- 
tively. Ahese tradblazing works have been and zihll continue to be of great assistance to collectors. 

A member of the A9fA, the American Ofpmismatic Society, the Royal Tfjimismatic Society, 
the Society drancaise de Tfjimismatique and the Armenian Tfymismatic Society, Paul 'Bedoukian 
has generously donated more than 5,000 of his coins to museums in “Europe, the United States 
and Armenia. In 1978 he donated about 200 medieval Armenian coins to the Money Museum of 
the AAfA, and has contributed to the AA&, Rfarvard University, the Smithsonian Institution 
and Columbia University, among others. 

dor his gifts to the numismatic hobby and his devotion to serving and educating the collector, 
the American Tfpmismatic Association is proud to present its Qlenn S medley Memorial Award 
to Or. Paid Z>. Bedoukian on !Jidy 31, 1993 in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Edward Rochette Robert J. Leuver 

President Executive Director 

LETTERS 


IT nu/jnLutjf, Sutug^n^ utrutu pn Liub Hh p 17-^—1993 ft}, btutfut/jp uututgutj 6 - 8—1993 uut/jutb u,jb 

tfttuutnp, np biuifuiLjp pjn pbg b pbljnLg nLjtugnuJ ntf , put jg fnf ibrupp 4 uiuujl , jtuut nLput fuut g pb gi 

tyw pgutjn^ bujJutlfp Jbbp jnjnLbgftbp, np bgutp gguijni.lt If nLjbgkutb pb ut ujIj ft p ft C.utbg£tg, 
&bp gutt.ujljgnuPftL.1jp jut jutbb jntf tfbg : QbgnL.b£p pnjnpftu tf utltuiuuiltg if ut j p ftLjfiu jb n pCut Ipu pt u- 
Sib p n q. p n l £& b uj*ij 4 unT mpx 

Uftpbjf, bgfjut \jh puljubutb 1992 p. Autj gpuiJ tug ftuinL pbutlt Ctuttfuip hgiuL Ijnpnuuut ft ututpft 
Uutgbu, Soltuiuf but built ft, ffbupnp Upguj pb tuh gft tf utSnuuth jnLpbpp ftbi bnjbtglju tf jut tug p fib: fptuL 
4utj gputJ tug ftuinL pbutlt tf jutlfltb pp butltp ‘ZiupuLiutr C,utugpfi1t gptutf tu gft ui n lP b tub pi tfuuiius bif, np 
bj?k Sutjpu jftltbp Ijbbgutbft, npputb ujftutft tfjututbutp b ftbpp bnjbuj^u funpp Ijuljfibntf ftp u put ft 
dutjbp Ijp jutjutbfp Itputljgi 

Uut\utjb utjuop, Jbbp Ijbbgutbftbbpu Jbp Autjbp b gjnLfup funltut pCnLtf blip Sobutujb mb tub ftlj, 
lApgut pbutlt gftlt b If n Ljb gb utlt ftlti If bit p jn jn L b g ftltp, bpp Sbp ItutJutLjftg utb gb Ijut gutlt p, np 'fnLp 
but fuutdbn.lt h j £p bit tub jltn pAutljut j ut jfu ut ut mb p uututuip [futbgbb pttf d n Ljh gb tub ft jfijtuuttulffib: 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Society, 
an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico 
Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Editors, 
Levon A. Saryan (Greenfield, Wl) and Henry Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subscriptions 
(individuals and institutions) $1 0.00 per year. Back issues available. 
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ULi-b ifi pmpft L gbgb g fil[ f bnL.£ l^tu png utbb f t n p ft ^ujJujp if bb p n ft ig/iutfi 

giutnh*Upi Uijg- ^JU* fu w&b n.hrt l fi fi lU p t n p 'bni.p npnjbj l^w gJ tu l^b p tgb j Quipb^ tf) ui n L.L[h uj*U fi s b ui 

Jfmjufili, brt p£b u/ig uj gn j g l^p giun.huj j iujh piupfi uii.uihq.ft j f&*Ub p fi 4iuif tup, bpp 4iu if ui fu n^h b p p 
tftn fuujrjujpA ui n l p p bh uimjfiu if^If tf^lfni. gjjiu^ujin b [ntf fn.puipiuh jjn.p fib pum ujp<fujbi.njh : 

Uijh 4 ujpgbpfi , fih^tg^u lpugJujlfbpignL.bg ^ ui^nt-iub iuptupngni.pfu.hp btufu U. 

iu rt-iu ^ JLU j mhbJ 3bif, np pum buihp \p mjh ufm^p, bpp but ulfubg fipbh tfmm gguip phmlfm puihnuJ 
gn up m ip, j nju ^Ifuip, $b rum fuouh uilifiumb / i fih Ifbhmpnhfig fnjufi pm g uilfiu jm-fib uih ufuim&uitunif, 
n p ft 4 bmlumhpni f jmuiuf o tfh n u p b iuh Lfujh Jr t u J p puiumlftuh nujuignuJ ntf b gui ui t/U uljuop fib A Jam 
Ifmubmb Lfiu j, np pjfijlfhbpp plum mb if Auiuhifih, gnugi ifiplfifth (.fiuuihgfthi 

O p^wifiuilfnuJp, np umhgirnuhj ip puigm puilfiuh fi p ui u fi&mlffi g tfplfb f i p Juipglfuihg JfihfiJuij 
pnfnp tguijJmhhbpfig, nu m jg It uih p JuiJ uihuilfm^uimnuuibnuJ Jbhp Ifnpgpbgfihp ^uijpfilffiui 

fijfijlfhbp Jbg juijmhbgfih, np hm IfpnuJ i p upmft uih pm urn put pnuff fiuh L ulffbpng nu uijg 
pnfnpp < mubf i p uijh Jmlfui pguilffi, np Jfiluhnjh i hpuih oghbf Oim pmun p pi Uuilfmjh uf^m i 

jui jmhbif, np Ifpbjnif mjg $ fiuuih gnu p fiuh p, $uijpu uiJ£h fihf fiurn puu jfijnuJ i P ^ •ff’^pu ‘0 3 p£fih 
°pp gfipph nu if mm ftm p Ah tup fih Iftu pgnuJ i pi Ujfummb fnu mbhpp uijhpuih nuJbg ip, np fuftum 
ifui j puihnuJ ip lu ftp Ipupng <mpn nub f hpuih, np p If m png puijjbj lu np juim jnum Jmmunp 
jnghnuJ i pi Uijg bplfnu ufui put guihb p p fium £ frh fu b g£ lu gh n uif fipbh lu J ftui jh uijg <f iu if uih ui If 
jnuumtmm gfiifnuif £ p if b g itf fi" [} £ flfiuj if fi gbgiuJfifng, np Iftupnguihiuif fujjfbf lu bplfiup 
d-iutf mhmlf m ffu m m b fbi (f-mif mhmLfjih nf £/ifm pnuJifuih Ifuigif uilfb pufnuif p ifbg (.uihgbgpbg iuju 
i{fi&iu[f(i , np 73 miuphlfiuh < uiuiulfnuif Ifn pg pb g fih p Smpfjlffiut U uilfiu jh fit bguigpbh p nf ^ L 

mufmufih fih p (Jum&n j, np Iftu if bgmu hpuih mm f mjgpuih mmpnuiuj Ifbuihp, np uiigpbg, uni[npbg, 
ufiumb piugif nuif if muhiulf g b g , phmmhfip Ifiugifbg, umbgbiug npbbg lu fingbg </ iJhuiunp mffummmh- 
phbp s uij gpmtfmgfimnuflbmh if £ £i (Jmbgbbg gpuiif uigfimnufAbuih punf fill, uitf^h if ft gpuiiffi, 
giuhift Abruppbpif uih < uiifiup , Ifpuilfhbpfi nu pngbpfi Lfhuihpft ghntf ufutjpuipbgi 

1992 [J- InjbJpbpf, 5 -fih fnuuuigiiffih Jbp Abrupbpnuif Apuigf, h if uih ^uihg^bg tuijpu 
Puihlfuigfi hi (fui^nuuih ui put pngnuP fiuh p Ifuigif uilfbpufbg Z,ui juiumuih fi <b fimn u pb uih (Xlfuigbiffiuihi 
Qhuijuib Uijg opnuuij gnupm A fi uh ui fu ui iuh ogfih, Ifuipbbu p£ bguihuilfuih ^ p ugnuif 4ui jp ftlffihi 

Hjunu^uihgbpA puignuJ p Ifuigjuilfbptgnubg pum fip fuhgpuih^fi < uni hum lu iguim^iu&i 

ruuigpbp umiugnub gfih tf nulfnuui j ft, fbh fihgpuigft, ifpuiumuihfi p uih gui puihhb p ft gpmJuigfi- 
muilftuh Ifbhmpnhhbpfigi -fiuihfi np Ulfiugb if fiuih fih# h £p hui fuuiAh nhb f puigifuih uipuipngnuPfiuhp, 
fihph £f mbgbuilf £p ufiumb f uijg ^uiumuimnup fiuhhb pfihi 

(Jifkhui jh tuijng IfUlPngfilfnu tfuigg^h U-p nugutplfbg fip guiuuilfguilfuih <bn.uigfipp hfb fnif uijh 
if bb ifuiumuilfp, np nuhbguiu Ifnu^bgbuihp tuijuigfimnupbuih tf$£ lu fip oghuilfiuh Abrufp Jblfhbg 
huilu (/• fc£if fnubfihi 

9 .(J (JJ mm if n L p b iuh fihu m f,m num f, lu Z, huigfimnupbuih f>humf,mnumfi hb plfuijui gnug fi £ib p p ifhp- 
Ifihfiu mhop^h (.uihgnugbuif ^^n pg S fipuigbuihp, fipbhg g uiJpuihui IfUih p Ifiupguigfih Auijpfilffih 
j fi £UI m ui If fih h^bfnif uijh Jbb ifuiumuilfp, np hut nuhbguiu gpui J ui gftmn upb uih if££i gpullfm- 

gfimnuPfiuhp fih^-np mbg nppuiguiui fih^iglu ^ bp^fihu uiunubg piugif uih <b unfuihuilp. 

Ulfuigbif fimjf, if f, £h n p gn u p b ui if p gbphgjuihp juimlftugnubg Jbp gwhlfuiguib mbgnuJi ffuijfiu 
uiJuftg ulfubf bhp uihJfi^uilfuih ut^fummmhphh p Ifuimuipbf Suijpfilffi lf’pf’^1’ ‘lP UJ J l ( ^ LUU ’ P UJUln ‘- n, - t ^ 
£ mmiifmhm pm p, npfi uiuuipmnuh ffihbfp uffimfi guihlfuihp mbuhbf Jui^nuiuh m ui p b ffi g fihi 

f/luimJnupbuih Ijbmmlfmh ft'uihgui puihfi mhop^h Up G ui<h ui gui p b uih fi uih J fifruilfuih lfiu pguigpnu- 
P b ui J p bplfnu jmpmp p uih gui p uih fi Jnumpfi Ifbhm pnh uilfiuh upuiAnuJ gpnubg IT n u ^ gb uih fi Jb- 
bm g numb fnuuuihlfui p p, npig^u juipg.uihpf, mnuppi 9*6t tyuimJ nuphuih hhumfimnumfi lu fi' uih gui p uih f, 
uiifuuiuiuilffighbpp bflliljnikuiG tfpUluG p b p p n uJ mufuigpbgfth Ifui p& Ifbhuuigpuilfuih jog.nuuib pi; 
fih^uffiufi Ifbuih p £ u>hgb f gpuiJuig^mpi 

half fih l ifbpuipb pnuJ £ , P ^ np p nuuilfuih fih ^ < uijpu uiJnuuhuigb f, uitgui 1948 p. <pbmp- 
uuipfih hui < uihgfiufbg U,hnui b m pnub uih fih , npp J ui uhuig fimnup b ui J p fihJfihbp £ pi HJnuuhm- 
h ui fn if hpuih p phmmhfip IfUigJbgfih nu Jblfhbg fih fbhfihgpuig^ npmbg (f nufbgbuihp uf^mp £ l^pnu- 
huilfbp Juiuhuigfimuilfuih nuunuJpi Uijg opnuuihfig Juijpu hnuftpnubg $opu, oghbg, uuimuip Ifuihghbg 
pnjnp gd-nuuipnupfiuhhbpfih, npufljugj, fip Ifbuihpf, phlfbpp nuunuJ ummhuij, J uiuhuigfimnup fiuh 
Abrupfi pbpf, lu fip gfimbjfiphbpnif, Siguipmnup fiuh iguipgLf, fip phmuihfipfi uihgui Jhbpfihi Uigpb- 
gfih hpuihp uijguf^u 46 muipfi Ifngp-lfngpfi, Iffiubjn ^ Ifbuihpf, pnjnp gJ n uui pn up f, uhh b p p, pi 
am ui p n u p b uih J^, pi 4ui jpbh fipnuJi 

(J fi pb jfi bqjiui tbpuiubuih L hnp<uilfuij bJ np 4lUl r Vpu^au^C^^U^ml^UIG bplfnu opf.hu.lfp 

umuiguihp, n p fih uufuiunuJ if. ifbb uihtui J pb pnu pb uiJ pi l/uipguigfi jognuuibhbpp Jbb tbmuipp- 
ppnupbuiJpi G uim L hnp<uilfUij lu nupuifu Ifp jfihbJ, bpi gpuiJuigfimuilfiuh hnpnjphbpfih Ubp Ifng- 
J fi g thuipuiunpfih tuif mbgbuilf jfihbJ, Ujuop gpuiJmgfimnupfiuhp J fiuilf uiuufuipigh i, npmbg bu 
gmhnuJ bJ tngblfuih Jfuf,pmpuihp lu gpulhn { fiulf Ifuipomu ^ bpghnuJ f,J tuijpfilffigi fl‘-r uj f u L 
(.Ufiupm bJ Sbg suiJ w p, np mjgpuih Ifiuplunp lu gbgbgfilf mjfummmhp bp Ifuimuipbf 1) ITuimb- 

hmgpnupbmh fi Zuimnpp, 2) Armenian Cons and Their Values, pui jg mfupbgf,, n P 'hnup i L 

niOit:j> uj nnaihiTub nx «. 

* ™ Anahit Mousheghian 

Yerevan 
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A «HOARD» OF SILVER COINS OF TIGRANES H 


Plates I-IV Y. T. NERCESSIAN 

Introduction 

Western scholars, based on Roman sources, were familiar with Tigranes the Great. 
As early as 1664, title of King Tigranes of Armenia was mentioned 1 by Ezechiel Span- 
hem; in 1671, a tetradrachm of Tigranes was published for the first time. 2 There are at 
least two good reasons why this coin was published first. Among the coinage of the Ar- 
taxiad dynasty, as well as among the coinage of Tigranes the Great, the silver te- 
tradrachm is the most common coin and the most coveted by the collectors because of its 
beauty, size, and overall eye appeal. According to historian and numismatist Jacques de 
Morgan, the tetradrachm of Tigranes the Great is one of the finest numismatic trea- 
sures of Asia. 3 

Tigranes II, son of Tigranes I, was taken hostage to Parthia when Armenia failed 
in the struggle against the incursion of Parthia. When Tigranes I died in 95 B.C., Ti- 
granes II was freed in return for "seventy valleys" which the Parthians demanded as 
ransom. 4 

Tigranes, while he was a hostage, mastered well the art of combat, conquest, and 
politics. He married one of the daughters of Mithridates VI Eupator of Pontus, annexed 
Armenia Minor (Sophene) to Armenia Major, recaptured the "seventy valleys" that he 
had ceded to Parthia, occupied Mesopotamia, and was "invited" to rule Syria, Lebanon, 
and Palestine. 5 

The "King of Kings" Tigranes had a vast empire and a newly constructed capital, 
Tigranocerta, at the geographic center of his empire. His coins were struck in several 
mints: Artaxata, Tigranocerta, Antioch, Damascus, and others. All numismatists agree 
that tetradrachms displaying the Tyche of Antioch with BAELAELCC TITPANOY inscrip- 
tion were issued in the mint of Antioch between 83-69 B.C. 

Tigranes occupied and controlled all the local mints which had issued very attrac- 
tive coins according to the Seleucid tradition. The mint of Antioch was famous for strik- 
ing silver tetradrachms. The coinage of Tigranes also includes silver drachms, where 
on the reverse side the Tyche of Artaxata is depicted. The consensus is that all silver 
drachms displaying the Tyche of Artaxata and with the inscription BAZIAEQZ 
BAIIAEQN TITPANOY were issued at the mint of Artaxata. 

Additionally, he issued numerous types of copper coins where the reverses display 
Tyche, Heracles, Nike, comucopiae, palm-branch, and other types. However, his silver 
tetradrachm is the coin which always graces the pages of numismatic books as a splen- 
did example of portrait art. 6 


1 E. Spanhem, Dissertatio de praestantia et usu numismatum antiquorum (Rome, 1664), pp. 115, 132, 

1 37 . 

2 E. Spanhem, Dissertationes de praestantia et usu numismatum antiquorum (Amsterdam, 1671), Vol. I, 
pp. 454-457. 

3 J. de Morgan, The History of the Armenian People (English translation, Boston, 1 965), p. 98. 

4 Hay zhoghovrdi patmut'yun [History of the Armenian People], Vol. I (Yerevan, 1971), p. 556 (in 
Armenian). 

5 ibid., Vol. I, p. 558-565. 

6 E. T. Newell, Royal Greek Portrait Coins (Racine, Wl, 1937), pp. 56-59; G. K. Jenkins, Ancient Greek 
Coins (New York, 1972), pp. 271, fig. 663-664; J. Babelon, Le portrait dans I'antiquite d'apres les monnaies 
(Paris, 1950), p. 197, pi. VII, No. 7; et at. 
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In his pioneering, comprehensive and systematic corpus, Coinage of the Artaxiads of 
Armenia, Paul Z. Bedoukian catalogues about 200 tetradrachms and about 80 drachms of 
Tigranes the Great which can safely be assigned to the mints of Antioch and Artaxata, 
respectively. 7 Here Bedoukian classifies 36 different varieties of tetradrachms and 39 
varieties of drachms based on their obverse portraits and reverse monograms. 
Bedoukian's corpus draws on the specimens found in museums, private collections, and 
sale and auction catalogues. The majority of the tetradrachms in his corpus (more than 
2/3) are classified under Nos. 17, 19, 20, and 21. Among all published scholarship on the 
coinage of Tigranes the Great, Bedoukian's study is the most detailed and orderly. Nev- 
ertheless, many topics are unexplained and many questions remain unanswered. Con- 
tinued research is needed to elucidate questions such as, chronology, monograms and 
field letters and other questions to the satisfactions of numismatists. 

Comments on the «Hoard» 

A recently discovered hoard of Tigranes silver coins, reached the numismatic 
community (1990). According to reliable sources, 8 the hoard numbered about 80 pieces. 
Because of the secrecy involved with numismatic hoards, the exact provenance of this 
hoard remains unknown. Furthermore, before any data was retrieved and recorded, the 
hoard was dispersed to various classical coin dealers and collectors. 

The present effort is an attempt to circumvent this unconcerned attitude. If Arme- 
nian numismatic knowledge is to be enlarged, data from hoards and large accumula- 
tions must be obtained and analyzed. Numismatic auction and sale catalogues avail- 
able to this compiler were reviewed for silver coins of Tigranes II and collectors who 
may have possibly purchased them were contacted to prepare this classification. There is 
no certainty that all coins listed in this classification are from this alleged "hoard," 
and some have undoubtedly been missed. Regardless of these shortcomings, the infor- 
mation presented in this catalogue will enhance our numismatic knowledge since the 
presented "hoard" includes a new portrait, many new monograms, field letters and 
their combinations. 

The list does not exhaust all Tigranes silver coin specimens which have appeared 
recently on the market. Numerous others have been noticed at coin shows and there may 
be other sale and auction catalogues unknown to us. Unfortunately, data on these coins 
could not be obtained. Suffice it to say that none of the coins excluded from our catalogue 
have new die varieties; basically they do not differ from those compiled here. 

Cataloguing the «Hoard» 

The "hoard" was classified according to the scheme of Paul Z. Bedoukian's Coinage 
of the Artaxiads of Armenia, where 36 different varieties of Antioch tetradrachms and 
39 Artaxata drachms are classified. All of the coins presented are assumed to belong to 
this "hoard" and are classified in the catalogue. In Table I, the first column in the cata- 
logue gives the assigned specimen number. The second column references Bedoukian s 
corpus number. When required, the obverse and reverse of two Bedoukian corpus num- 
bers are combined to offer the best illustrative and descriptive reference. The third col- 
umn gives the reverse legend. The fourth column is the weight of the coin. The columns 
five and six provide reverse field letters and monograms, respectively. The seventh col- 
umn indicates the group letter to which the coin is assigned. Columns eight and nine 
give the obverse and reverse die varieties (odd numbers to the obverse and even num- 
bers to the reverse). The last column notes the source where the coin is preserved or was 
catalogued originally for sale or auction. The drachms are listed separately in Table II 
with a simplified format since all coins are different from each other. Most coins are 


7 P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia [henceforth CAA] (London, 1978), Nos. 16-48, 50- 

87 . ...... 

8 L. A. Saryan, “Three Unreported Tetradrachms of Tigranes the Great," Armenian Numismatic Journal, 

Series I, Vol. XVIII (1992), No. 2, pp. 37-38. 
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illustrated in the plates (not illustrated: Nos. 3a, 23a, 33, 38a, 47, 48, 56a, 72, 72a, 74, 77a). 

The tetradrachms are grouped into thirteen basic categories according to their ob- 
verse portraits and tiara peaks, and their reverse monograms and field letters. The 
drachms are classified into nine groups. 


DESCRIPTION OF COIN TYPES 


Tetradrachms 

A1 Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a boyish portrait draped right, clean shaven and wear- 
ing ornate five-pointed Armenian tiara. The five peaks of tiara are made of 
two stones. A broad diadem knotted at the back encircles the head and falls 
downward. Divided drape cover the ear and the neck. The tiara is adorned 
with an eight-rayed star flanked by two eagles back to back but with their 
heads turned to each other. Fillet border. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch, draped and wearing a turreted crown, seated right on a 
rock, holding a palm-branch in her right hand; at her feet the upper portion of 
a youthful male nude figure of the river-god Orontes swimming right. Le- 
gend to right downward BAIIAE£2L; to left downward TIITANOY. Field letter 
A to right of palm-branch. Monogram JeJ on rock. Laurel wreath border. 

A2 Obv.: Similar to Al, young man portrait. 

Rev.: Similar to Al. 

B1 Obv.: Similar to Al, young man portrait. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, letter 0 in right field, monogram Ft on the rock. 

B2 Obv.: Similar to Al, mature portrait. 

Rev.: Similar to Bl. 

C Obv.: Similar to Al, young man portrait but the tiara has five triangular peaks. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, monogram & in right field, monogram £ on the rock. 

D1 Obv.: Similar to Al, mature portrait. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, no field letter, monogram £ on the rock. 

D2 Obv.: Similar to Dl. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, ribbon attached to the hand holding palm-branch, no field let- 
ter, monogram £ on the rock. 

El Obv.: Similar to Al, mature portrait, tiara has five triangular peaks. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, ribbon attached to the hand holding palm-branch, no field let- 
ter, monogram £ on the rock. 

E2 Obv.: Similar to El. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, no ribbon, no field letter, monogram £ on the rock. 

F Obv.: Similar to Al, young man portrait, tiara has five triangular peaks and the 
star has six rays. 


9 My thanks are due to J. Guevrekian, L Saryan, N. Jamgochianf, G. Beach, C. Hajinian for making their 
coins available to be photographed and catalogued, also to J. Buchaklian for photographing several coins. I 
would like also to extend my thanks to Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. (CNA, CR), Gerhard Hirsch (GH), 
Numismatic Fine Arts International, Inc. (NFA), classical coin dealers from whose sale and auction 
catalogues numerous coins were photographed. 
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Rev.: Similar to Al, no field letter, monogram 1 on the rock. 

G1 Obv.: Similar to Al, young man portrait, receding chin, small sharp pointed nose, 
lack of pupil of eye, tiara has five very high triangular peaks. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, monogram “j 7 * in right field, no monogram on the rock. 

G2 Obv.: Similar to Gl. 

Rev.: Similar to Gl, monogram £ right field, no monogram on the rock. 

H Obv.: Similar to Al, mature portrait, tiara has five triangular peaks. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, monogram (|) in right field, monogram + on the rock. 

I Obv.: Similar to Al, mature and handsome portrait, the tiara has five triangular 
peaks. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, monogram H in right field and *, A, M in the left field. 

J Obv.: Similar to Al, mature portrait, the tiara peak has two stones. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, no field letter, letter o on the rock. 

K1 Obv.: Similar to Al, mature portrait, the tiara peak has two stones. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, no field letter, monograms £ on the rock. 

K2 Obv.: Similar to K1 

Rev.: Similar to Kl, ribbon attached to the hand holding palm-branch, (dot) . in the 
right field, monogram on the rock. 

L Obv.: Similar to Al, mature portrait, the tiara peak has two stones. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, letter © in right field, monogram H on the rock. 

Ml Obv.: Similar to Al, young man portrait, the tiara peak has two stones. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, no field letter, letters A, M on the rock. 

M2 Obv.: Similar to Ml. 

Rev.: Similar to Al, no field letter, letter A on the rock. 

Drachms 

a Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with five-pointed Armenian tiara. A line upward from 5 
o'clock ray of the eight-pointed star gives the appearance of a comet on the 
tiara. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tyche of Antioch, draped and wearing a turreted crown, seated right on a 
rock, holding a palm-branch in her right hand; at her feet the upper portion of 
a youthful male nude figure of the river-god Orontes swimming right. Le- 
gend to right downward BAEIAEDE; to left downward TirPANOY. In the right 
field n. Laurel wreath border. 

b Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with five-pointed Armenian tiara. The five peaks of tiara 
are made of high triangles. The tiara is adorned with an eight-rayed star 
flanked by two eagles back to back but with their heads turned to each other. 

Border of dots. . 

Rev.: Tyche of Artaxata, draped and wearing a turreted crown, seated right on a 
rock, holding a palm-branch in her right hand; at her feet the upper portion of 
a youthful male nude figure of the river-god Araxes swimming right. Legend 
to right downward BAELAEDE; to left downward BAELAEDN / TITPANOY. Let- 
ters, EA, A. 

c Obv.: Similar to b. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XX (1994) 


A «Hoard» of Silver Coins of Tigranes II 


7 


Rev. 


Similar to b. Letters, EA, 0. 


d 


Obv.: Similar to b. 

Rev.: Similar to b. Letters, <^A, H, EK. 


e 


Obv.: Similar to b. 

Rev.: Similar to b. Letters, <^A, H, EC. 


f 


Obv.: Similar to b. 

Rev.: Similar to b. Letters, cfi., I, EC. 


g 


Obv.: Similar to b. 

Rev.: Similar to b. Letters, qA, A, EC., 


h 


Obv.: Similar to b. 

Rev.: Similar to b. Letters, c/i, EC. 


1 


Obv.: Similar to b. 

Rev.: Similar to b. No visible letters. 


Table I. Catalogue of tetradrachms 


No 

CAA 

Reverse Legend 

Wt 

FL MG Gr 

Obv/ Rev Die 

Source 

01 

19/17 

BAZIAEQI TITTANOY 

16.37 

A 

H 

A1 

01 

02 

YN 

02 

19/17 

BAIIAEOX TITTANOY 

15.82 

A 


A1 

03 

04 

LS 

03 

19/17 

BAIIAEGZ TETANOY 

15.28 

A 

4 

A1 

03 

06 

CNA XV-247 

03a 

19/17 

BAZIAEOI TITTANOY 

15.63 

A 


A1 

03 

08 

CNA XXVE-6 

04 

19/17 

BAIIAEQX TETANOY 

15.18 

A 

W 

A1 

05 

10 

LS 

05 

19/17 

[B]AIIAE£T£ TITTANOY 

15.66 

A 


A1 

05 

12 

LS 

06 

19/17 

BAZLAEG[I] TETANOY 

15.35 

A 


A1 

07 

12 

CR XVIE-2-132 

07 

19/17 

BAZIAEOI TETANOY 

15.45 

A 


A1 

09 

14 

CH 

08 

19/17 

BAIIAEOX TETANOY 

14.93 

A 


A1 

09 

16 

CNA XIV- 197 

09 

19/17 

[B]AXIAEOI TITTANOY 

15.28 

A 


A1 

09 

02 

CNA XXV-387 

10 

19/17 

BAXIAEOI [T]irPANOY 

15.63 

A 

4 

A2 

11 

18 

YN 

11 

19/17 

BAZIAEOL TETANO[Y] 

15.53 

A 


A2 

13 

20 

GH 173-495 

12 

19/17 

BAZIAEOI TETANOY 

15.32 

A 

Pi 

A2 

15 

22 

CH 

13 

19/17 

BALIAEGZ TETANOY 

15.56 

A 

Pi 

A2 

15 

22 

LS 

14 

19/17 

BAZIAEG[I] TETANOY 

15.49 

A 

Pi 

A2 

15 

22 

YN 

15 

19/17 

BAZIAEOZ TETANOY 

15.08 

A 

Pi 

A2 

17 

24 

YN 

16 

19/17 

BAZIAEOZ TE'PANOY 

15.08 

A 

Pi 

A2 

19 

26 

CH 

17 

18/19 

BAZIAET2Z TE'PANOY 

15.59 

0 

Pi 

B1 

21 

28 

YN 



obverse, double strike on forehead and nose 




18 

18/19 

BAHAEO[I] TITTANOY 

15.08 

© P! 

B1 

21 

30 

YN 

19 

18/19 

[B]AZIAEOZ TETANOY 

15.46 

0 

P! 

B1 

23 

32 

CNAXX-171 

20 

18/19 

BAZIAEOZ TE'PANOY 

15.39 

0 

Pi 

B1 

25 

34 

YN 

21 

18/19 

BAZIAEOZ TE'PANOY 

15.19 

0 

PI 

B1 

27 

36 

LS 

22 

18/19 

BAZIAEO[X] TETANOY 

15.33 

0 


B1 

29 

38 

NFA XXXI-292 

23 

18/19 

BAZLAEO[I] TETANOY 

15.79 

0 

pi 

B1 

29 

40 

NFAXXXI-291 

23a 

18/19 

BAIIAEQZ TETANOY 

15.40 

0 

p 

B1 

29 

42 

CNA XXVE-8 

24 

18/19 

BAZIAEOZ TETANOY 

15.54 

e 

pj 

B2 

31 

44 

NFA XXXI-290 

25 

18/19 

BAZIAEOI TE'PANOY 

15.58 

0 

Pi 

B2 

33 

46 

YN 

26 

18/19 

BAIIAEOZ TETANOY 

15.48 

0 

Pi 

B2 

33 

46 

YN 
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No 

CAA 

Reverse Legend 

Wt 

FL 

MG 

Gr 

Obv/Rev Die 

Source 

27 

18/19 

[BjAZIAEQZ TirPANOY 

15.55 

© 

FH 

B2 

33 

48 

CNA XVI-203 

28 

18/19 

[BJAZLAEQZ TirPANOY 

15.42 

0 

W 

B2 

35 

50 

JG 

29 

20/4 IV 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.63 


* 

C 

37 

52 

YN 

30 

20/4 IV 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.62 

& 


C 

37 

54 

YN 

31 

20/4 IV 

BAZIAEQZ TTTPAN[OY] 

15.22 

ill 

* 

C 

39 

56 

YN 

32 

20/4 IV 

BAZIAEQ[Z] TUTANO[Y] 

15.10 

ill 

* 

C 

39 

56 

LS 

33 

20/41V 

[B] AZIAEQ[Z] TITPANOY 

14.27 

ill 


C 

41 

58 

LS 

34 

20/4 IV 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

14.23 

111 


C 

43 

60 

LS 

35 

20/4 IV 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 


ill 


C 

43 

62 

CCE IV 93-8 

36 

35/41V 

BAZIAEQZ TTTPANO[Y] 

16.02 

ill 


C 

45 

64 

NFA XXXI-294 

37 

35/41V 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.96 

i b 

* 

C 

45 

66 

NFA XXXI-293 

38 

35/41V 

[B1AZIAEQZ TITPANOY 


il i 


C 

45 

68 

TC 98-666 

38a 

35/4 IV 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANO[Y] 

15.58 

ill 


C 

47 

70 

CNA XXVII-9 

39 

22/23 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.50 


£ 

D1 

49 

72 

GH 175-517 



reverse, double strike 








40 

22/23 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.42 


£ 

D1 

51 

74 

GH 173-496 

41 

22 

[BAJZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.31 


£ 

D2 

53 

76 

GH 171-435 

42 

22 

BAZIAEQ[Z] TITPANOY 

15.31 


£ 

D2 

55 

78 

JG 

43 

23V/21 

BAZIAEQZ [T]irPANOY 

15.38 


£ 

El 

57 

80 

YN 

44 

23V 

BAZIAEQ[Z] TITPANOY 

15.60 


£ 

E2 

57 

82 

YN 

45 

23V 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.43 


£ 

E2 

57 

84 

GH 174-371 

46 

23V 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.40 


£ 

E2 

57 

84 

Ph 

47 

23 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.61 


£ 

E2 

59 

86 

SNC 92 7007 



obverse, diadem has design and ornaments 





48 

22/23 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

14.95 


£ 

E2 

61 

88 

CH 

49 

22V/23 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.26 


£ 

F 

63 

90 

LS 



obverse, tiara has six-pointed star, oddity 





50 

24 

[B]AZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

16.21 

X 


G1 

65 

92 

GH 175-519 

51 

24 

[B]AZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.44 

T 


G1 

65 

92 

CR XVI- 1-136 

52 

24 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.36 

X 


G1 

65 

92 

JG 

53 

24 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.86 

T 


G1 

65 

94 

NJ 

54 

24 

BAZIAEQ[Z] TITPANOY 

15.48 

T 


G1 

65 

96 

JG 

55 

24 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.77 

T 


G1 

65 

98 

EW Spr 93-76 

56 

24 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.82 

y 


G1 

65 

100 

HL 64-303 

56a 

24 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.89 

p 


G1 

65 

102 

CNA XXVII-7 

57 

25 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.98 

V 


G2 

65 

104 

NFA XXIX- 176 

58 

25 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.59 

y 


G2 

65 

104 

YN 

59 

26 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.21 

cT> 

+ 

H 

67 

106 

JG 

60 

29V 

[B]AZIAEQ[Z] TITPANOY 

15.56 


I 

69 

108 

YN 



reverse, traces of double strike visible 





61 

29V 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

14.39 

*,A,M,H 

I 

69 

108 

YN 

62 

33 

BAZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.68 


o,£ 

J 

71 

110 

NFA XXVHI-760 

63 

33V 

[BA]ZLAEQ[Z] [TJITPANOY 15.37 


@,£ 

K1 

71 

112 

CNA XX- 173 

64 

33V 

BAZIAE[QZ] TITPAN[OY] 

15.07 


@',£ 

K1 

73 

114 

LS 

65 

33V 

[B]AILAEQI TITPANOY 

15.26 

• 

@,£ 

K2 

73 

116 

LS 

66 

34 

[B]AZIAEQZ TITPANOY 

15.02 

0 

H 

L 

75 

118 

CNA XVffl-194 r 

67 

28V 

[B]AZIAEQ[Z] TITPANOY 

15.89 


A,M 

Ml 

77 

120 

Tkalec 1992-15^ 
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No 

CAA 

Reverse Legend 

Wt 

FL 

MG 

Gr Obv/Rev Die 

Source 

68 

28V 

[B]AZIAEGI TIITANOY 

15.86 


A,M Ml 

77 

120 

NFA XXVTI-76 

69 

28V 

[BJAIIAEGZ TIITANOY 

15.46 


A,M Ml 

77 

120 

YN 

70 

28V 

[B]AIIAEGX TIITANOY 

15.83 


A 

M2 

77 

122 

CNA XX- 172 

71 

28V 

BAXLAEGX TIITANOY 

15.18 


A 

M2 

77 

122 

YN 

72 

28 

BAZIAEGZ TIITANOY 

15.49 


A 

M2 

77 

122 

LS 

72a 

28 

[B]AZIAEGZ [TJirPANOY 

15.58 


A 

M2 

77 

122 

CNA XXVII- 10 

73 

28V 

[B]AZIAEGX TIITANOY 

15.74 


A 

M2 

77 

124 

GH 175-518 



Table II. 

Catalogue of drachms 




No 

CAA 

Reverse Legend 


Wt 


FL 

Gr 

Source 

74 

49 

BAEIAEGX TIITANOY 


3.99 


n 

a 

NFAXXV-216 



obverse, cotnet star on tiara 







75 

60 

BAXIAEGX BALIAEON TIITANOY 

3.93 


EA,A 

b 

YN 


76 

64V 

BAIIAEGX BAIIAEGN TIITANOY 

3.74 


EA,0 

c 

YN 


77 

75V 

BAXIAEGX BAZIAEON TIITANOY 

3.92 


qA,H,EK 

d 

GH 173-497 

77a 

75 

BAEIAEOZ BALIAEON TIITANOY 

4.15 


qA,H,ZC 

e 

CNA XXVII- 11 

78 

76 

BAZIAEOZ BAZIAEON TIITANOY 

4.13 


<^,I,5C 

f 

JG 


79 

78V 

BAXIAEOX BAZIAEON TIITANOY 

3.76 


gA,A,EC 

g 

YN 


80 

83 

BAXIAEOI BAIIAEON TIITANOY 

4.00 


£A»HC 

h 

YN 


81 

87 

BAIIAEOZ BALIAEON TIITANOY 

3.80 


none 

i 

GH 163-495 


Metrology of Silver Coins 

The metrology of silver coins of Tigranes the Great is straightforward: generally, 
weight of the tetradrachms varies from 15 to 16 grams. This is eloquently demonstrated 
in Table III; 68 of the 76 tetadrachms (90 %), vary between 15.01 and 16.00 grams. The 
drachms, one-fourth of the weight of the tetradrachm, vary between 3.74 and 4.15 grams. 
The average weight of a tetradrachm of the "hoard" under discussion is 15.44 grams 
and the drachm, 3.93 grams. 


Table III. Weight distribution of tetradrachms 

14.00 14.26 14.51 14.76 15.01 15.26 15.51 15.76 16.01 16.26 

Type 14.25 14.50 14.75 15.00 15.25 15.50 15.75 16.00 16.25 16.50 Total 


A 

B 

C 1 1 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 1 

J 

K 

L 

M 

Total 1 2 


1 3 6 

2 6 
2 

4 

3 

1 1 
3 

1 


1 2 
1 

2 1 
2 12 26 


5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

19 


1 

1 

1 


5 


3 

11 


1 


1 


1 


2 1 


17 

13 

9 

4 

5 
2 

10 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

8 

76 
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Die Study 

King Tigranes is portrayed on the obverse side of all his coins and Tyche is depicted 
on the reverses of his silver coins presented in this "hoard." Coin Nos. 62 and 63 
(Groups J and K), die No. 71, could be considered an exception. Except for these two 
coins, there are no identical coins between two groups. In an individual group there are 
many coins struck fron> the same die. One would conclude that some of the coins pre- 
sented here definitely were part of a hoard. Seventy-eight tetradrachms were struck with 
39 obverse and 62 reverse dies. 

Many of the dies have been reported previously, probably for expediency they were 
not all illustrated in the Bedoukian’s CAA plates. Tigranes "boyish" portrait (Group Al) 
line drawing was made and illustrated by J. de Morgan. 13 Dies with monograms ap- 
pearing on coins of Group C were illustrated by Bedoukian, but on the reverses of two 
different coins, CAA plates 2-3, Nos. 20 and 41. 

Dies 63; 108; 112-116; 77; 120; 122, 124 (six-rayed star; *,A,M,H ;©.£ ; new obverse 

portrait, A, M; A; respectively) belonging to Groups F, I, K, and M are new and not 
illustrated in CAA plates. New letters and monograms appearing on the coins of these 
groups as well as the portrait of die 77 should be considered the major contribution of this 
"hoard" to Armenian numismatics. 

Monogram Study and Chronology of Silver Coins 

Coins of Tigranes the Great were issued in numerous mints throughout his empire. 
Tetradrachms issued in Damascus are dated using the Seleucid era (312 B.C. as the ref- 
erence date). All numismatists agree on this point and the dates (AMZ=72-71 B.C., 
BMZ=71-70 B.C., rMX=70-69 B.C.) * 11 correspond with the period that he ruled Damascus (72- 
69 B.C.). Coins issued in Artaxata, Antioch, Tigranocerta, and some other uncertain 
mints need numismatic research. 

On the tetradrachms, in the right field, right of the palm-branch, we have the mono- 
grams A, 0, & , P , 7 . <l>. H; left of the Tyche, *, A, M; on the rock, H , I 
1, + , AM, A. 

According to Paul Bedoukian, 12 the meaning of the monograms is uncertain; "As in 
the case of Seleucid tetradrachms, these monograms probably denote various issues, and 
perhaps form part of a system of accounting." George MacDonald 13 states 'The results of 
comparison have been valueless. All that can safely be said, is that some combinations 
appear to represent magistrates' names." Clive Foss 14 has a lengthy discussion, he does 
not offer any solution and suggests that "Historical consideration will prove of greater 
value." Based on the style, Foss suggests assigning particular group of tetradrachms to 
certain mints. 15 

On the drachms, above the palm-branch we have monograms n, EA, qA; below the 
palm-branch, A, 0, H, I, A; exergue, 5K, EC. 

Bedoukian 16 is of the opinion that "... it is impossible to present a satisfactory expla- 


10 J. de Morgan, Manuel de Numismatique orientale de I'Antiquite et du moyen age (Paris, 1923-1936), p. 
192, fig. 215. 

11 George MacDonald, The Coinage of Tigranes I," Numismatic Chronicle, Series IV, Vol. II (1902), p. 200; 
Edward T. Newell, Late Seleucid Mints in Ake-Ptolemais and Damascus (New York, 1 939), p. 1 07, Nos. 1 47- 
149; P. Z. Bedoukian, CAA, pp. 48-49, Nos. 12-14. 

12 P. Z. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 14. 

13 G. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 195. 

14 Clive Foss, The Coinage of Tigranes the Great," Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. 146 (1986), pp. 26-38. 

15 ibid., pp. 65-66. 

16 P. Z. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 17. 
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nation of the significance of these letters." MacDonald 17 considers the letters above the 
palm branch (AA=34, EA=35, gA=36) "a system of dating." C. Foss extends these regnal 
years to 38 (ZA=37, HA=38). 18 H. Seyrig, 19 E. Babelon, 20 G. MacDonald, 21 A. N. Zograph, 22 
and Kh. A. Mousheghian 23 consider it a dating system. Babelon, based on epigraphic ev- 
idence, suggested that the Phoenician principle of dating (111 B.C. as the reference date) 
used in Tripolis and Sidon, was employed. MacDonald notes that Tigranes, as an heir 
to the possessions of Philippus Philadelphus employed the dating system discussed by 
Babelon. Mousheghian places the striking of all the published drachms in the years 77, 
76, 75, 74, 73, and 72 B.C. (i.e., ©A=lll-39=72 B.C.). Based on Mousheghian’s reasoning, 
seven of the drachms in present "hoard" were issued during the years 76 and 75 B.C. Ex- 
tensive numismatic research is required within the context of Greek coins issued in Se- 
leucia and northern Mesopotamia if these questions are to be answered satisfactorily 
and accepted by members of numismatic fraternity. 

Conclusion and Summary 

According to one reliable source, the "hoard" under discussion consists of 80 pieces 
of silver coins of Tigranes the Great. It was dispersed to various coin dealers and collec- 
tors before pertinent data was retrieved. Various dealers and collectors were contacted, 
and sale and auction catalogues were reviewed to compile the present "hoard." Admit- 
tedly, the list includes some coins which came from private collections or dealer hold- 
ings and never constituted a part of this "hoard." 

The tetradrachms were sorted into thirteen groups based on the style of obverse por- 
trait, tiara design, and reverse field letters and monograms. Seventy-eight tetra- 
drachms were struck with 39 obverse and 62 reverse dies. 

Dies not reported in Paul Z. Bedoukian's Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia in- 
clude six-rayed star on the tiara (die 63), an obverse new portrait (77), and new field let- 
ters or monograms and their combinations: *,A,M,H (108), ©. £ (112-116), A,M (120), A 
(122, 124). 

All of the tetradrachms are inscribed BAIIAEQZ TITPANOY and depict the Tyche of 
Antioch on their reverses. Numismatists agree that these coins were issued in the mint 
of Antioch. So far there is no consensus on the meaning of these monograms. 

All of the drachms in this "hoard" are different from each other. The first has the 
inscription BAXIAE12Z TITPANOY, most likely struck in a Seleucid mint where te- 
tradrachms with BAZLAE12Z TITPANOY legend were issued. The other eight drachms are 
inscribed BAXIAEGX BAZLAE11N TITPANOY. The consensus is that these were struck in 
Armenia proper, most likely in the mint of Artaxata. They are inscribed 35, 36 (EA, <^\.). 
Many numismatists consider these letters his regnal year or a dating system. E. 
Babelon suggests that perhaps Armenia adopted the Phoenician principle of dating 
where 111 B.C. was used as the reference date. By this reasoning, seven of the drachms 
of our "hoard" were issued in 76 and 75 B.C. 

Armenian numismatics has a long distance to travel if the veil of mystery is to be 
removed and the meaning of field letters and monograms of Armenian coins are to be 
deciphered and be acceptable to all numismatists. It is hoped that in the near fixture nu- 


17 G. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 197. 

18 op. cit., p. 34. 

19 H. Seyrig, 'Tresor Monetaires de Nisibe," Revue Numismatique, Series V, Vol. XVII (1955), pp. 112-116. 

20 E. Babelon, Les Rois de Syrie, d Armenia et de Commagene (Paris, 1 890), p. CLXIX. 

21 G. MacDonald, op. cit., p. 198. 

22 A. N. Zograph, Antichnye monety (Moscow, Leningrad, 1951), p. 87 (in Russian). 

23 Kh. A. Mousheghian, "The Armenian Hoard of Artaxata," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. IV 
(1978), pp. 105-124 (in Armenian with English summary). 
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mismatic research will unravel this mystery of Armenian numismatics and answer 
all questions which are remaining as the obscure pages of Armenian numismatics. 

ShS'PlTb P-h UPTTUrbbPnh « r hPU.UUWS> ire. 

[UUifimJuuU] 

Cum , fummAbfft mqpfiLpfi Jp, fubqpnj mtLmplfmj qpmJmqfiLmp pmglfmgmb £ Sfiqpmb Ifbbfr 
80 If map m pb m p b m j g pmJbbp^bx U.n.m'Ug nH <; gpmJmqfimmlfmb m bqb IfnL ft fu.fi pmgbfnL gpmJm- 
if.fiL.mp gbp rtL gmb bgmb HL mm pmbnLmb £ gmbmgmb ifm&mn.mlfmbbh pnLb nL qpmJ mAmLmp- 
"UbpnL.'Ux tfm&mn.mlfmbbbpnLb L rfpmJmAmLmpiibpni.ii Abm jifinLj AmummmnLb gmL, Ait m if ft m m If mil 
rfpmJiibpnL {m&mn.pfi L m&nLpgft gnLgmlfm qpnLp fiLbbb p p pbbn L b gmii, pmrfb piL AmJmp mirApm- 
Jb L m mbrfblfmtfpnLpfiLiip L ifb pmlfmqjb fnL pbbmjnLmb IgpmJ mqfiLm* p x Qbgn L bb ff, $, pi; 
iibplfmj gnLgmlfmifpnLpfrLiip Ifpbmj tgm pnOtmlfb f rfpmJiibp, npniip gpmJ mqfrLm fib Jmup IfmqJmb 
ipffuiii Ll uf m m If mil mb pff mil ubifimlfmb AmLmpmbnjfi Jp IfmJ mf if m£x mum If mb ft Jp UfmAbum/iiit 

t'bpmJmgfiLm^p rfm u m Ln p nLb g m l pum 1) mnLlfb mil f, UpUlU^frlhluG fluipUl/imphwG rVpuuJGtipn 

bpifflii nLtfrfnL pb mil, n l p gmumLn pnLmb bit Sfiqmbfi P-fi tfh pmqpnLmb 36 mmppbp fnpbprfpmJ- 
bmiiiibp, gm pb n Lmb' LLiimftnp b. 39 rfpmfuJmiibp' Upmmfmmi HqJiLuml^ l- ft murnffib ufiibmtfp IfnL 
mmj rfpmJ ft fiLpm pmit ffiLp frit iifmii mlfn Lmb PftLp, bplfpnpif ufjLitmlfp 1j m n Llfb mil ft qfipfftb tflfm- 
jmlfn fn Lmb PftLp, bpp mbApmJbjm bgmb $ l/mnLlfbmiift bplfHL Pff-bpp Jfimmbg qnpbmbnLmb bil 
iibplfm j m gii b fn l rfpmJftii bp/fnL IfngJbpnib fmLMignjb blfmpmg pnLpftibpx bppnprf uftLhmlfp If pb- 
bmj £ rfpmJiibpnL.ii bmb.fl m pAmbmgpnLp ft Lb px Qnpnprf uftLhmlfp gpmJbb pnL b mil p n t P ft till# 

4 fibgbpnpg II ifbgbpnprf ufiibmlfbbpp gnjg IfnL mmii gmfmfib if 1 1 ft bjmbmgpb pit hl Jbbmqfip- 
bbppx bopbpnprf u ftL.il m Lfp lfp bhplfmjmgbl; tfpmJ ft fun L J pftii jmmlfmgnLmb mmn-bpp: {fLpbpnprf L 
ftiib pn prf uftLhmlfiibpp gnjg IfnL mmii mlfngjfi nL pblfnqjft Ifii ft pii b p n tL mpnLiub PftiJipp (mbqnjq 
P ft l b p p mlfnrfJ frii, gnjgbpp' pblfnrpT fib)x 'fbpffib ufiibmlfp gnjg IfnL mmj, pi; rfpmJ p npnL Jnqn- 
ifmbnjftii lfp uf mm If mil ft IfmJ mf bmfumuf^u np m&nLpgfi gnLgmlfmrfpnLpb mil J$f jfijnLmb 

4 [lJiinLmb rfpmJ ft bpbuftii rfftJmufmmlfbpftii, funjpfi n&ftii, L hmb.fi mmnJrpnLii hl J bbmqfi pbb- 
ptiLb tfpmj' fn pb pqpmJbmbbb pp gmmnLbgmb mmubbpbp funLjphpnLx t'bpmJ mqfiLm) fib 78 
fnpb^rfpmJbmbbbpp gmpbnLmb bb 39 bpbuft hl 62 lfn.bmlfft Ifb ftfbb pmfx bbftpbbpp npnbp fbb 
m bgb If m If pnLmb £ mpbA m n Llfb mb f, UpUlU^tlikluG fllupUUimptlUlG l^puiJGbpG ‘tf’P^f'^ * tl klL 

ufmpnLhmlfbb fun jp fib tfpmj ft ifbg~pLmbfi mumg Jp (Ifbftf 63), mlfngj ft bnp if ft J m upturn If b p Jp 

(77), II bnp mmn-bp IfmJ Jhbmtffrpbbp hl mbnbg IfmufmlfgnLp ftLhbb p p *,A,M,H (108),^^, £ (112- 
116), A,M (120), A (122, 124). 

Pn fn p fnpbprfpmJbmbbbpnL bm fib m pAmbmg pnLmb bb jnL.bmmmn. B AZLAEQS 111 PANOY L 
lfp ufmmlfb pmgbbb Ubmfinpfib Pmfumpx rfpmJmtfl;mbbp lfp AmJmAmjbfib, pi; mju tfpmJbbpp 
P n rfm p If n Lmb bb Ubmfinpx Qmprf rfpmJ tug^mbbp fbb Ifpgmb AmJmAmjbfif m ju mmnbpnLb nL 
if bh uj fj b p n L.h fid Luuut[i*U 

\jbplfmj <rfpmJmtffiLm)ftb Jf;£ ft pn fn p rfpmfuJmbbpp fipmpJI; mmppbp bbx lltLmffibp nLb ft 
BAIIAETH TTTPANOY jnLbmmmtL mpAmbmifpnLpfiLbp, 4 mLmbmpmp IfnfunLmb pffmj ubfUfhmb 

Jinrjh pmbng J p, HLp BAZIAEOZ TLTPANOY m pAmbm tfp n L p h mJ p £n p h flfpm J bmbbb p Ammmb- 
Lmb bbx ITfiLU n L p rfpmfuJmbbpp n L bfib BAILAEOZ BAZIAEON TTTPANOY jHLbmmmn. mpAm- 
b m if pn l p f, L b px 'bpmJmg.^mbbp lfp AmJmAmjbfib, pi; gpmfuJmbbpp Am m mb n Lmb bb U bb 4 mj 
Am Lmb m pm p Upmmjmmfi tfinifb pmbngpx UpAmbrng pnLmb bb 35, 36 (EA, QA)i PmtfJmPfiL tfpmJm- 
ufmbbp bp bbmmbb mju pnLmbjmbbhpp fippL gmAmlfm fnLp b mb mmpfr Jp IfmJ mf pnLMttfpnL- 
Pfiib Jpx 4- Utipfox b- Prnpbfnb, % If mlf'bnbmftf, H- \j. £nrfpm$ L fy ■ U- IfnLj^bgbmb lfp blfiumbb 
P n Lmtf p hl p fiLb p Jpx 4 fiJbnLmb gpmJfib m pimbmgpnLp b mb g n&frb nLunLjbmu ft pJ mb tfpmj flm- 
pbfnb lfp p b jmrfpl; p £ ^m jmummb Ifpbmj pbtfHLbmb pffm f <P fiLbftlffrn j mnJ m pmlfm jhlP f, L b p, nLp 
111 Ir-fi p n Lm tf p n l f<} fiL.b p JmJ mbmlfm gpn L p bmb ulffiqpb f]t.pbJb Jbp Krf p m J m if f, Lmt ftb boPp 
tfpmJbbpp Am m mb n Lmb Ifpbmb pffm f 76 L 75 h'f- P~ 1 

4i//y if p m J m tf ft mn l p ft Lb p mmlfmLftb nLbfi bplfmp AmbmtifmpA Ifmpbffrp b p !; fun pAprfmun p 
irjmptp Uf^mp £ mbAbmmbmj L. Am j If m If mb gpmJbbpnLb tfpmj ft rnmn-hpuib L J bb mg ft pbb pn L b 
ft J mump if bpbmbnLf, nL pffmj Jmm t bffr L pbrfnLbbfJ, pnfnp gpmJ mtfmbb pnLb, BnLumjf, np 
jmrLmlfrlfmjfib, gpmJ mg fimmlfmb AbmmgomnLpfiLbp uffimfi fn L b £ Am j gpmJmgfimnLpbmb gmgm- 
bhobbpp II Uf mm mu fu mb l; pn fn p m jb Am pgn L Jbb pnib npnbp gurpq lfp jbmil Ami 

mnLpbmb Jnlp tfhppi & * UPUkUbWb 
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FIFTY YEARS OF ARMENIAN NUMISMATICS* 
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


in N™ Srttc N k"n e l98 a 4 n ;and S °™*. met me 

volume dedicated to my numismatic efforts NatJlraP f yS decisi ° n to issue a special 
tion, until he asked me to JSte I™ 8 t0 ^ hed by this r ecogni- 
ment and pain took over. He insisted however P tha? rtJk ^ &t wh v! ch P ° int embarra ss- 
most convincing argument being that ^^ 1 ^ 0 ^^“^ ^ had t0 d °~ his 
had Deen included in my Selected Numismatic Stud; l ographies of me by others 
could be written that .al new, and S^hytas “ 

my tatherTerop! Stis' book Some IpUs SurJhld h COnventionaI piece - fortunately, 
count of our family's life from World War fto 1926 )hl & m ° St interestia g ac- 
and I feel I need not repeat here what haTbeen said by Wm. ^ W6 amVed in Ca " ada - 

thou^sts tfe d i e ZrJn fiCanCe l ° "^ kept ™ my 

circumstances which have shaped ft.' dS^rf^£. Wr - ma f ba Part of thj 
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marketed the crops of both Armeni^ ^dSkdsW^f; Y ?? er > who Collected and 

riZTXr anxious to have me ,ea ™ “ 

pressed Sh ® 0ften tdd me how im ' 

her father used to read to the members of his household (Armeman translation) which 

pedagogy 7 Anfther'a^t had been eduL^ed^Turon 7 “d ^*1 8< L that she COuld stud y 
Armenian kindergarten in the Ottoman Empire WW? f[? S v* S’? person to star t an 
her to open a similar school for the childrprfnf the Turkish governor ordered 

plied and soon Turkish children Lre nJnArZT^ 1 Turkisb famiIies - com- 
games. were sin ^ n & Armenian songs and playing Armenian 

With the coming of World War I ail 

th<> ^L. S -u^!j n0<dde of the twentieth century beem° < Over t « Ve •i?° rtS abru P tl >' ended, and 
were killed and countless others drivenTn tooths Arabia m J I0 ". an , d . a balf Armenians 
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Mother and her four surviving children were stranded in Aleppo, Syria. Enterpris- 
ing person that she was, she became captain of the refugee camp and was charged with 
the distribution of food. She hoped to be able to move us all to Cilicia, a French protec- 
torate, but after its evacuation by the French (another betrayal by the Allies), my aunt in 
America helped us leave for Constantinople. Later she sent money for my two sisters to 
emigrate to America, but funds were not available for rest of us. With the rise to power 
of Kemal Ataturk and a resurgence of Turkish nationalism, we were again forced to 
move, this time to Bulgaria. Here in a Christian country, the atmosphere was entirely 
different. Bulgarians were sympathetic to Armenians since for centuries they had suf- 
fered a similar fate at the hands of the Turks. Mother managed to enroll me in Mesro- 
bian College, a private elementary school established by Kevork Mesrob, a teacher and 
historian of note. I still remember this vibrant short man, a patriot imbued with the ide- 
alism of an Armenian intellectual, and his watch chain to which was attached a silver 
coin with an Armenian legend. (I know now that it was a tram of Hetoum-Zabel). It was 
said that he could sit down and write an entire history of Armenia from memory. His 
teaching staff consisted of an Armenian officer who had fought as a volunteer in the 
French army occupying Cilicia. Another instructor was an Armenian with a poetic soul 
who spent half of his time reciting poetry and instilling in his students a love of our 
language and cultural past. Our mathematics and science teachers, graduates of Robert 
College in Constantinople, tried in vain to make us understand that the age of science 
was approaching and that neither poetry nor history could earn us a living. 

It was 1925, and I was still mesmerized by the Hetoum-Zabel coin. I went to grocery 
stores and asked if any old coins were available for purchase. Surprisingly, many 
storekeepers had old Byzantine or Roman coins in their cash boxes and were willing to 
sell them to me for a pittance. At the age of 13, I also recall visiting the Bulgarian Na- 
tional Museum and being entranced by their silver tetradrachms of Tigranes. 

The following year, I was in the first graduating class of Mesrobian College. Two 
weeks after school was over, we emigrated to Canada, thanks to the efforts of my aunt 
and her husband, Dr. M. Mihran. Several months later, I received a congratulatory let- 
ter from Kevork Mesrob, with my diploma which I have kept to this day. 

Life in Canada was not easy for newcomers like us. I was placed with a woman chi- 
ropractor, away from my family, so that I could learn English as quickly as possible. 
She was a wonderful and religious woman, who insisted that I go to church three times 
on Sundays. And being a vegetarian herself, she served me meat only once a week. 
This was sheer torture for a growing boy of fourteen. In desperation, I wrote my brother, 
who had been sent to live with a farmer, urging him to find a job for me at the farm, or 
else! Kerop presented my case to his employer, Mr. Hindley, a kindly Canadian farmer, 
who consented to let me come, help with the chores, and attend the local school. 

Thus in January, 1927 I went to Ospringe. The schoolhouse was a classic one-room 
building. I was put in a lower grade than my age warranted because of my poor grasp of 
the English language (four years lower). In other words, I would be graduating from 
elementary school at the age of 17. Realizing the implications this would have, I went to 
the blackboard one day and wrote in large letters, TIME IS MONEY. When our teacher, 
Miss Smith (I still remember her name) asked who was responsible, I got up and ex- 
plained in front of the class that it was imperative that I graduate that year, otherwise, 
there would be no future for me. She shook her head and tried to make me understand 
the futility of writing exam papers without adequate knowledge of the language. I replied 
that I really wanted to try to take the high school entrance exams in six months and she 
reluctantly consented. Wfhen the time came to take the exams, I had been in Canada for 
just ten months, but to everyone's delighted surprise, I managed to pass. 
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High School Years 

The family moved to Toronto where I went to high school. In my final year, the 
school counselor asked what my career choice was. I replied that I wanted to become an 
antiquarian, a natural choice since I found history and geography the most interesting 
subjects in the curriculum. He suggested that I go into the sciences instead as my marks 
in math and science averaged over 95%. I could take courses in chemistry, possibly 
leading to a teaching career, or in chemical engineering which seemed to have a better 
and more secure future. His feeling was that as an antique dealer, I could not expect 
much of a livelihood. It was the height of the depression and I heeded his advice. One fi- 
nal note k propos of this. I had to write 15 exams (I insisted on taking the history exam, 
too, although it was not required for engineering), but there was a charge of one dollar 
for each. Although I had found a summer job on a farm which would pay a dollar a day, 
there was no way I could afford to give up two weeks salary. Hoping the principal would 
come up with a suggestion, I went to him and explained my predicament. He looked at 
my records, and made out a check for $15! It was one of the most thrilling moments in 
my life. 

I have never forgotten the five summers of farm work that followed. Bring the cows 
in at 5 A.M., feed them, milk them, clean the stables, all before breakfast. And after- 
ward, work in the fields all day, repeating the milking session in the evening. All I 
can say is that I became a very muscular young man. Upon entering the University of 
Toronto, I joined the wrestling team and spent five evenings a week training. It was a 
great life while it lasted. The depression hit hard and work became almost impossible to 
find. My mother who had been keeping boarders now had to give up her means of liveli- 
hood because the boarders were out of jobs and could no longer afford to pay six dollars a 
week for a room and board. 


University Years 

Our next move was to Montreal where my brother had started a rug cleaning busi- 
ness. I was accepted at McGill University and continued my studies there. Summers 
were spent canvassing business for Kerop. It involved ringing doorbells in the wealthy 
sections of the city and asking if there were any rugs needs cleaning. People were very 
nice and amazingly I brought in fifty dollars worth of business a week, a tidy sum 
when compared with the six dollars weekly salary earned by our very capable secretary. 
For once, I had a few dollars in my pocket (my commission), and I knew exactly where 
the money could be spent. 

I was able to contact Mr. Hagop Kelekian, an antique dealer in Istanbul and began 
buying some Armenian coins from him. By really economizing, I saved enough to pay 
him fifty cents to three dollars each for the coins. Sensing my interest, he sent me a copy 
of Sibilian's book about the coinage of Cilician Armenia. Perusal of this volume created 
an enthusiasm in me which has lasted to this day. 

In 1936, I graduated from McGill with a degree in Chemical Engineering. Out of 34 
freshman who started the program, 17 made it to graduation, and 3 got positions in 
chemical companies. The depression was still upon us, even though war clouds were be- 
ginning to gather. A British firm, W. J. Bush & Co., dealing in essential oils and fla- 
vors, hired me because I was instrumental in acquainting them with certain 
developments in the manufacture of vanillin in Canada, information which enabled 
them to acquire a world exclusivity in this important commodity. The job paid twenty 
dollars a week; in addition, Bush built a lab for me to carry out experimental work in 
flavors and fragrances. 
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Postgraduate Years 

My dual life as a chemist and numismatist really began at this point. I began to 
look in earnest for more sources for the purchase of Armenian coins. In a letter dated 
October 5, 1936, J Schulman of Amsterdam sent me a page of their price list on Arme- 
nian coins I bought quite a few pieces. My next letter inquired about the availability of 

7nof ° 1S r b °° k J The ? s P onse was ne gative. A letter from Spink & Son dated October 5 
1936 informed me that a drachm of Tigranes in fair condition was available at two 
pounds. 


After two years at W. J. Bush & Co., I realized that I needed a much greater knowl- 
edge of Organic Chemistry if I was to make any progress in my field. Bush allowed me 
to attend graduate school on a part-time basis if that was acceptable to the university 
Unfortunately, it was not. It was suggested that I discuss my situation with the head of 
the department. The professor was adamant, however, and declared that it was a long- 
standing policy at McGill that graduate students be enrolled full time. Crestfallen I told 
the discouraging news to my friends in the graduate organic lab. All seven of them 
marched to the office of the dean of the graduate school, Dr. Maass, to voice their protest. 
Dr. Maass sent for me, and after a long conversation, decided that he would make an 
exception in my case. I shall be forever grateful. I continued to work for Bush was 
engaged in war projects at graduate school, and eventually received a doctorate in 
Organic Chemistry (1941). 


During my undergraduate and postgraduate years I made frequent trips to New 
York to visit my sisters and my aunt and uncle. In course of one such visit, shortly after 
Pearl Harbor, I met a lovely young lady, the former Vicki Hagopian, at an AGBU func- 
tion. We married a year later, in December 1942. I found it interesting that she didn’t 
mention until after our wedding that she had a Phi Beta Kappa key. Our marriage was 
blessed with three children, Robert, Betty and Joan. 

Some of my research projects at W. J. Bush were of interest to chemical science and 
I decided to submit one of them for publication in the journal of the American Chemical 
Society. To my surprise, the paper was accepted, marking the beginning of Vicki's long 
involvement with the editing and typing of my many publications in chemistry and 
numismatics. The clarity of her thinking as reflected in the material she edited still 
amazes me. 


Early Years in the U. S. 


In 1945 we left Canada to reside in the United States. I was offered several jobs in the 
vicinity of New York, and eventually chose one with a small company which would al- 
low me to do outside consulting in my field. It proved to be the right choice for me be- 
cause it gave me time for my own scientific research and for my numismatic activities. 

Since the latter is such an important part of my life, I have come to the conclusion 
that for this autobiography a review of my correspondence with other numismatists and 
coin dealers spanning half a century may serve the cause of Armenian numismatics. 
On going over my bulging files containing several thousand pieces of correspondence, I 
have also become aware of the role played by a dozen or so people in guiding the course 
of my studies. 

Not long after the end of World War II, I received a copy of Basmadjian's book on 
Armenian coinage written in 1936. It became my Bible. Armed with the information I 
had learned from the book, I began corresponding with a number of dealers in Europe in 
the hope that they could provide me with certain types of coins. Most responded that they 
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could offer Roman coins bearing the inscription ARMENIA or ARMENIACVS. I 
purchased whatever they had at $1 to $3 a coin. 


1950s 

I made the acquaintance of Dr. Jacob Hirsch, a renowned scholar and numismatist 
with galleries and residence on West 54th Street in Manhattan. He sold me some 
ARMENIACVS sestertii at $10 to $25 each. On one of my visits, he brought out a box full 
of Roman gold coins, several hundred pieces, all in FDC condition, saying that he had 
two offers of $50,000 for the contents of the box, one from a lord in England and another 
from a count in Italy. It was a dazzling collection. I was most interested in three AR- 
MENIACVS gold pieces, each marked $250, but on my salary of $300 a month, this was 
out of the question. Dr. Hirsch asked me how much I could offer. I suggested $250 for the 
three. I shall never forget how he picked them out, handed them to me, and told me that I 
could pay for them at my convenience! Then he advised me to buy an extremely fine te- 
tradrachm of Tigranes which he felt was the best in existence. I bought it for $110. Some 
twenty years later, I gave it to my son-in-law, Torkom Demujian, when he decided to go 
into the coin and antique business. 

In 1950, I visited the museum of the American Numismatic Society in New York 
and requested to see any Armenian coins they might have. Mr. William Clark, the 
Curator of Medieval and Modern Coins showed me a tray containing a copper coin of 
Kiurke. I noted that the literature reported the existence of only one other Kiurke piece 
and that it might be worth studying. Mr. Clark suggested that I submit a short paper on 
the subject. On February 23, 1951, I sent the Society an article entitled "A Rare 
Armenian Coin." On March 17, Mr. Sawyer M. Mosser, the editor of Museum Notes, 
informed me that the article had been accepted for publication. Joyous news. 

In a letter dated October 27, 1955, Mr. Louis C. West, the president of the American 
Numismatic Society, suggested that I apply for membership in the Society, which I 
promptly did, and a month later Mr. Mosser informed me that the Council of the ANS 
had unanimously elected me an Associate Member of the Society. Mr. West and Mr. 
Mosser had launched me on a serious numismatic career. 

In 1952, I purchased a number of coins from Spink & Son in London and from other 
sources. The pieces from the Ryan sale, including many rarities of Roman coins relat- 
ing to Armenia, were of particular interest. Looking over the prices paid then for the 
coins, one is amazed at the tremendous increase in their value thirty years later. 

I began studying the coinage of Cilician Armenia with a view to preparing a treatise 
on the subject. It was going to be a most difficult project. The literature was outdated and 
limited in scope. I was fully aware of the fact that I would have to acquire a large num- 
ber of coins for study and would have to become familiar with existing collections in the 
museums in Europe. But I set about the task with much enthusiasm. 

Mr. Djanjigian, a student from Beirut, informed me that a coin dealer in Beirut, 
Mr. A. Poladian, had Armenian coins for sale. A letter to Mr. Poladian began a corre- 
spondence which lasted for over twenty years. During this period, he sent me literally 
thousands of Armenian coins as well as many Crusader hoards. A patriotic Armenian, 
he was one of the first to donate valuable pieces to the numismatic department of the 
Historical Museum in Armenia. 

In 1953 when I went to Europe to establish a branch of the then highly successful 
American perfume company, Faberg6, I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Berj 
Garabetian, a noted numismatist who had been sent to France by Catholicos Karekin I 
of Cilicia to attend courses in classical studies. While in Paris, he classified the coins 
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of the Biblioth&que Nationale, describing each coin in detail on a large format sheet. 

On returning from Europe, I began extensive correspondence with various institu- 
tions in the hope that I would visit them at a later date to make an inventory of their 
holdings. A question arose. How was I to make a reliable record of their coins? The 
choices were to make casts, a time-consuming effort, not very practicable when large 
numbers are involved, or to make paper impressions which suffered from the disadvan- 
tage of a lack of clarity. A method had to be found whereby thousands of coins could be 
recorded in a relatively short time. 

Gradually the idea grew that if instead of making paper impressions (rubbed over 
lightly with pencil to bring out details), one could use metal foil. After some experimen- 
tation, I found that pressing a coin with aluminum foil gave an exact image of the coin 
which could be preserved indefinitely in the absence of external pressure. A practical 
application of this system involved the use of a corporation seal. The upper jaw of the 
seal was permanently fitted with a hard rubber sheet. A rectangle of aluminum foil was 
folded to hold the coin placed on a second rubber sheet and pressed in the jaw of the seal 
which now had a permanent rubber facing and a movable lower base. From 60 to 100 
impressions could be made per hour in this manner. Every detail of the coin was clear, 
and the folded sheet gave the die axis relation of the obverse and reverse. The alu- 
minum foil was too shiny and did not photograph well, but it could be used for purposes 
of study better than the coin itself. If photographs were required, casts could be made 
from them and then photographed. Once this discovery was made, I sent corporation 
seals to Lebanon, Turkey, the Soviet Union, and other countries, and eventually ob- 
tained impressions of their collections of Armenian coins. Incidentally, this procedure 
is now used by numismatists throughout the world to acquire material for research. 

On July 16, 1958, I left for Europe to record the coins in various museums. On the 
strength of letters written by Dr. George C. Miles, chief curator of the American Nu- 
mismatic Society, to Mr. Georges Le Rider and Mr. Jean Babelon of Bibliotheque Na- 
tionale, to Professor E. Holzmair of Kunsthistorische Museum in Vienna, and to Dr. 
John Walker of the British Museum, I was admitted to all these institutions. 

The Mekhitarist Museum in Vienna was perhaps the richest repository of Armenian 
coins. Here I was introduced by a good friend, Mr. Artin Aslanian of New York who 
had made substantial financial gifts to the Mekhitarists. 

Thanks to the good offices of a leading Armenian businessman, Mr. V. Fringhian, 
I was able to see and record the private collection owned by Mrs. Baghdadlian in Pans. 
Her father had been a diplomat in the French foreign service before the turn of the 
century and had formed the collection. Ten years later, in 1968, she offered the 
collection to me for a nominal sum. I happily purchased it. 

This was a most productive numismatic journey. I returned home with over 5,000 
impressions of Armenian coins. Additional impressions were sent from the museum in 
Armenia, from the Hermitage Museum in Leningrad thanks to the friendly cooperation 
of Dr. Bykov and Dobrovolsky, and from the Djemaran in Beirut through the efforts of 
Mr. Djanjigian. 

The next step preparatory to writing a book on Cilician coins was to bring together 
all the published material relating to Roupenian coins. The earliest printed book on 
Armenian coins was M. Brosset, printed in St. Petersbourg in 1839. A copy was nowhere 
to be found, but the National (Miasnikian) Library in Erevan — much to my surprise 
sent me their only copy so that I could pursue my studies. The earliest report on a Roupe- 
nian coin (not including the bilingual coins) appeared in St. Petersbourg in 1745. 
Thanks to a search undertaken by Prof. A. A. Bykov, it was found and its contents 
transmitted to me. Sir Steven Runciman, the author of the three-volume treatise on The 
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Crusaders, wrote me several letters to clarify some points I had raised on historical 
events relating to the coinage of certain kings. 

From 1950 to 1960, literally thousands of coins were added to my collection, mostly 
from Lebanon. The acquisition of over fifty Gosdantin III/IV coins enabled me to find a 
method of distinguishing the coins of Gosdantin III from those of Gosdantin IV by spe- 
cific gravity determinations. Two hoards of Hetoum-Zabel trams also became available. 
By chance, the two hoards proved complimentary, making it possible to arrange the 
coinage of these rulers in chronological order. 

The question of the identity of the Armenian Byzancios Stauratos was finally re- 
solved. They were shown to be trams of Cilician Armenia, having a prominent cross on 
the reverse. 

Some uncertainty had been expressed regarding the authenticity of Armenian gold 
pieces. The paucity of specimens cast a doubt as to their genuineness. But the problem 
was solved by finding silver coins struck with the identical dies of the gold coins, prov- 
ing that that the gold pieces were indeed genuine and contemporary. They had probably 
been struck for presentation as gifts on special occasions. 

As a result of my visit to the Vienna Mekhitarists, I became acquainted wdth His 
Grace Archbishop Mesrob Habozian, a most capable and gentle person with piercing 
eyes. In gratitude for his allowing me to make impressions of their entire collection of 
three thousand coins, I promised to write articles for his journal. I kept the promise. 
Later, he saw to it that my numismatic books were translated into Armenian and pub- 
lished by his press. It was what Father Sibilian would have wanted. Incidentally, their 
coin collection is now in excess of 10,000 pieces. 

A problem that still needs clarification, in spite of my correspondence with Prof. 
Philip Grierson, the noted British scholar, is the identity of the Bissancios Sarracenati 
d'Armenie. 

Early in 1958, I received a letter from Professor Asbed Donabedian of Beirut inform- 
ing me of his interest in studying coins. Our correspondence grew as time went on. He 
was in a position to obtain coins first hand and was instrumental in providing me wdth 
aluminum foil impressions of several collections. He authored several very interesting 
articles which were published in Armenian journals in Beirut. 


Publication of the Coinage of Cilician Armenia 

I had begun working on this book in the early 1950s and in 1958, a draft was finally 
completed and sent to Professor Sirarpie der Nersessian. She read it carefully and made 
a number of valuable suggestions and corrections. Another copy was given to Dr. George 
C. Miles of the American Numismatic Society. His comments were also most helpful. 

In 1959, the corpus was submitted to the American Numismatic Society. Within a few 
months I received a letter from Mr. Sawyer Mosser informing me that it had been 
approved for publication. This most welcome news represented the fruition of my efforts 
for almost a decade, involving over 8,000 hours of dedicated work. My wife, who has 
always been my best critic, had worked with me throughout the whole period. We had the 
satisfaction of having achieved our purpose. 

The volume was published by the American Numismatic Society in 1962 as their 
Numismatic Notes and Monographs , No. 147. It was a voluminous book, having 31 in- 
troductory pages, 494 pages of text (including the corpus) and 48 plates. It achieved wide 
acclaim and received favorable reviews in the numismatic world. After its publication, 
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1 >t Cei X ed man3 ^ letters from sch olars and collectors and widened my acquaintance 
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1960s 


o iLT S T ST ed ^ ^eietA F l rancaise de Numismatique that at a meeting on Nov. 

on Nov 20 ?qfiT n thI eC Rn d i ™ emhre correspondant" of the Society. In the same month, 

20 ’ p n 3 ’ y c Numismatlc Societ y in England notified me that they had 

elected me a Fellow of the Society. y 


As a result of the publication of the Coinage of Cilician Armenia, dealers were en- 
couraged to sort out their Armenian coins and before long my collection increased bv 
over 20,000 pieces. Eventually, I donated collections to various institutions. By supplying 
me with these coins, the dealers actually saved them from destruction. It is no secret that 
the Turks were constantly melting Armenian silver pieces and using the silver for 
jewelry. It is noteworthy that because of the attention Armenian coins were now eniov- 
ing tour of my correspondants, namely, Mr. Armenak Poladian, Mr. Miadsin Ha- 
van djian, Prof Asbed Donabedian and Prof. E. E. Ebeyan, succeeded in two decades to 
raise the number of Armenian coins extant from ten thousand to fifty thousand Most of 
the specimens were found in Turkey and northern Syria. 

My new goals were to try to find answers to still unsolved problems relating to Cili- 
cian Armenian coins to collect material for a serious study of Artaxiad coins, and to 

take a good look at Crusader coins, a subject which had not been really studied for a 
hundred years. 


f ola J an °5 Gre( l t0 S f me over 20 Crus ader hoards at a reasonable price. I ac- 
cepted the offer These hoards consisted of mixed coins, both silver and copper, some in 
poor condition. Up to this time, the hoards reported in the literature consisted of pre- 
sentable billons, attractive to dealers and collectors. Although the parcels which Mr. Po- 
ladian sent me were not readily saleable because of their appearance, I felt that they had 
truer numismatic value than hoards of several hundred helmet billons. It is interesting 
that once I received these shipments, the supply was exhausted and no more has become 
available. I saved these hoards for future study. 


Mr. Hava n djian sent me copper coins struck by Roupenian princes and I was able to 
publish an article putting forth the available material and information. He also sent me 
a Crusader type of billon struck by Levon I found among 845 billons of Bohemund IV of 
Antioch. This was a unique discovery worthy of publication. 

Having recorded all the specimens of Artaxiad coins in the major museums in Eu- 
rope, and being fortified by the purchase of a large number of coppers, I finally com- 
d ^ ext ? nsi y® study which was published by the American Numismatic Society in 
1968 under the title of "A Classification of the Coins of the Artaxiad Dynasty of Arme- 
nia. It was a major effort and set the stage for my ambitious plan of preparing a corpus 
on the coinage of this period. 


1970s- 1980s 

Continued demand for information on Cilician coins prompted the publication of my 
treatise on Medieval Armenian Coins, first appearing in Revue des Etudes Armtni- 
ennes, and later in book form. In this work, I presented clear line drawings of the 
coins, and English transliteration in a circle around the drawing, and a translation in 
the outer circle. Excellent line drawings were obtained by taking photographs of the 
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coins, going over the legends, figures or designs with black India ink, then bleaching 
out the photographs. This was done on a 3X enlargement, so that when the final bleached 
work was reduced to normal size, it became a very good representation of the coin itself. 
It made the study of Roupenian coins more interesting to the non-Armenian collector or 
scholar. The same technique was used in my book on Roman Coins and Medallions 
Relating to Armenia, written in Armenian and published by the Mekhitarists in 
Vienna in 1971. It listed over 600 Roman coins having legends or marks relating to 
Armenia. 

To digress from numismatic activities a bit, it can be mentioned that I left Faberge 
in 1954, but continued my consulting efforts in the flavor and fragrance industry. In 
1951, D. Van Nostrand Company had published my book on Perfumery Sythetics and 
Isolates. In 1967, a second revised edition was published by Elsevier Publishing Com- 
pany under the title of Perfumery and Flavoring Synthetics and was selected as one of 
the 100 best scientific/technical books among 4,000 published. The third revised edition 
was published by Allured Publications in 1986. 

In the course of my research projects, I discovered a new method of preparing a 
compound called "leaf alcohol," a substance that gives a fresh green odor to fruits and 
vegetables. A major American firm adopted leaf alcohol for use in a food flavor, and be- 
fore long, I was catapulted into the manufacture of small-scale expensive chemicals for 
the fragrance and flavor industries. A manufacturing company, Bedoukian Research, 
Inc., was incorporated in 1972 and now employs five doctoral chemists and ten graduate 
chemists. My son Robert who had studied chemical engineering at Tufts and received 
his doctorate in Organic Chemistry from Purdue University, joined the firm in 1975 
and now heads its operations. 

The challenges encountered in organic chemistry are almost as exciting as those in 
numismatics, but lack the romance of history. 

My work on numismatics never ceased. By the mid-1970s, I had accumulated 
records of close to a thousand Artaxiad coins. Many of them were tetradrachms of Ti- 
granes II, struck in Antioch, but a sufficient number of other types warranted an attempt 
to prepare a corpus. The Royal Numismatic Society was willing to consider publication 
of the book, and Dr. Michael Metcalf, the editor of the Society, undertook the arduous 
task of reading the manuscript and making the necessary changes. 

Professor Otto Morkholm of the Copenhagen National Museum read the final draft. 
Both Miss Margaret Thompson and Mrs. Nancy Waggoner of the American Numis- 
matic Society were most helpful during the preparation of this work. The Coinage of the 
Artaxiads of Armenia appeared in 1978 as Special Publication, No. 10 of the Royal Nu- 
mismatic Society. It contained 10 introductory pages, 80 pages of text and corpus and 8 
plates. The Mekhitarists of Vienna obtained 500 copies of the corpus and plates which 
they incorporated with the Armenian text in 1982. As frequently happens, new material 
turned up shortly after publication, and was summarized in the 1983 edition of Revue 
des Etudes Armtniennes and other journals. 

In 1972, I received a letter from Y. T. Nercessian of Los Angeles announcing the 
formation of the Armenian Numismatic Society. As a result of his untiring efforts, the 
club has grown and attracted the attention of numismatists world wide. The Society also 
issues the Armenian Numismatic Journal on a regular basis. The publication of the Si- 
bilian memorial volume in 1980, edited by Mr. Nercessian and Dr. D. Kouymjian, was 
a milestone in the Society's activities. Recognizing the need for a comprehensive biblio- 
graphical reference volume dealing with Armenian numismatics, the Armenian Nu- 
mismatic Society published Nercessian's Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Lit- 
erature in 1984. This bilingual printing of 729 pages, including 1349 references, will 
long remain a handy references for all those interested in the coinage of Armenia and 
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related subjects. Mr. Nercessian is an indefatigable worker and his correspondence 
with me is voluminous. 

Many suggestions for a second revised edition of my out-of-print book on the Coinage 
of Cilician Armenia were being sent to me. Publishing a new edition by the American 
Numismatic Society or any other organization was now beyond anyone's means. But on 
investigation, I discovered to my surprise that photocopying was a very reasonable way 
of getting around the financial problem. I brought the text up to date by inserting new in- 
formation obtained since 1962 and photocopied the entire book. The original plates which 
had been photographed from aluminum foil impressions were not very satisfactory and 
I decided to replace them with photographs of plaster casts. A fine edition, with hard 
cover and gold lettering, was thus published in 1979 at a fraction of the cost of the origi- 
nal volume. 

The Armenian Numismatic Society felt that my articles, both English and Arme- 
nian, scattered in many journals which were not readily available, should be collected 
in a single volume. Again thanks to the low cost of photocopying, my 47 numismatic ar- 
ticles appearing from 1952 to 1980 were combined in one book under the title of Selected, 
Numismatic Studies. It was Special Publication, No. 1 of the Armenian Numismatic So- 
ciety, dated 1981. 

Numismatists had long recognized that certain coins struck in the second and third 
century before Christ belonged to Armenian kings, but because the number of coins 
known to exist was very small, the specimens could not be incorporated into the fabric of 
an Armenian study. Babelon devoted several pages in his classic Les Rois de Syrie, 
d'Armenie et de Commagbne to this question and attributed the coins of Sames, 
Arsames, Xerxes and Abdissares to Armenian kings. Earlier, in 1859, Langlois had 
mentioned that some of these coins belonged to Armenia. In 1963, Mr. Cyril Toumanoff 
published his scholarly work, Studies in Christian Caucasian History, and presented a 
chronology of the rulers of the Orontid dynasty in Armenia from 401 B.C. to 95 B.C. 

This chronology perplexed me for years and prevented me from studying the 
coinage of the early rulers of Armenia. According to Toumanoff, five rulers bore the 
name Orontes, but other rulers were part of this dynasty, including Sames, Arsames, 
and Xerxes. What couldn't be explained was the fact that not a single coin struck in 
Armenia attributable to an Orontes was in existence. It finally occurred to me that per- 
haps the Orontes Kings did not belong to the same ruling dynasty which had struck 
coins. Once this idea took hold, consulting historical sources as well as the recently pub- 
lished Armenian Encyclopedia confirmed my thinking that the Orontids ruling in 
Greater Armenia under the influence of the Achaemenid kings never struck coins. The 
kings ruling in southwestern Armenia under the Seleucids did issue coins, as did other 
small kingdoms in Asia Minor. 

Soon the hidden facts came to light; the rest was simple. I had already compiled a 
record of this period from various museums and had personally collected many speci- 
mens. Enough pieces were now available to make a study, and an important article on 
the subject was published in the Museum Notes of the American Numismatic Society in 
1981 entitled Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene. The fol- 
lowing year, the Armenian Numismatic Society in its Special Publication, No. 4 pub- 
lished the article in booklet form along with its Armenian version. 

This autobiography has dealt primarily with my numismatic endeavors over the 
past fifty years. Hopefully, it will encourage others to continue research on the many 
problems that remain to be solved, and will give them the intense satisfaction that I have 
derived from collecting and studying the coinage of Armenia. 

PAUL Z. BEDOUKIAN, Ph. D. 
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LATEST MEWS 

ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC BIBLIOGRAPHY AND LITERATURE 

VOL. II 


In our book, Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature, Vol. II (in 
preparation), we have opened three new chapters in order to accommodate recent 
changes. 

1. New literature composed to describe USSR commemorative coins on Armenian 
subjects. This chapter is named "Issues of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
Relating to Armenia." 

2. As we all know, the USSR was dissolved and the states constituting the former 
USSR are now independent and sovereign republics. To be ready for currencies of 
the third republic, the new chapter is called ’The Republic of Armenia (1991)." 

3. When suddenly we faced the departure of several famous Armenian numismatists 
we realized that a chapter on "Numismatists" was missing. It is better late than 
never. Therefore, we have opened a chapter where applicable entries are made for 
well known numismatists. 

During the past few months we have reviewed all information known to us in 
numismatic literature and Armenian Encyclopedia, on past and present Armenian 
numismatists, and recorded the following persons: ABGARLANS, Mesrop T. (12.X.1908- 
1 13.XI. 1992); ALISHAN, Fr. Ghewond M. (1820-t 1901): ATRPET (1860-11937); 
BASMADJIAN, K. J. (1864-f 17.V. 1942); BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z. (11.VI.1912); DASHIAN, 
Fr. Hakovbos (25. 10. 1866-f3.2. 1933); DONABEDIAN, Asbed H. M. (6.1. 1923-f23.1. 1993); 
EBEYAN, A. A. (1913); GARABETIAN, Beij M. (1908-f5-VII-1987); JAMGOCHIAN, 
Nicholas V. (1912-11993); LANGLOIS, Victor (25.10.1866-t3.2.1933); MOUSHEGHIAN, 
KH. A. (20. IX. 1919-f5.XI. 1992); NERCESSIAN, Y. T. ; SABBAGHIAN, Beij. (1918- 
fl2.VII.1982); SARKISSIAN, Henry V.; SARYAN, Levon A; SEKOULIAN, Fr. Augustinus 
(19.9.1921); SIB ILIAN, Fr. Clement (17.11. 1824-f23.V. 1878); VASMER Richard R (1888- 
1 1938). Members possessing such information (on other numismatists as well) 
unknown to us are invited to submit them to the Society. If only bibliographic 
information is submitted instead of a photocopy, please indicate it if "with portrait." 
Their names shall be included in the "acknowledgment" section of ANBL Vol. II for 
sending numismatic literature. 

We had originally planned to publish ANBL, Vol. II covering the years 1981-1990. 
This did not materialize. Hopefully, volume two covering the years 1981 to 2000 will be 
published. Such a volume may be 300-400 pages. This will be similar to our 1984 
edition, which describes all Armenian numismatic literature (with bilingual abstracts) 
from the beginning to 1980. 

Y. T. Nercessian 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Society, 
an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico 
Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Editors, 
Levon A. Saryan (Greenfield, Wl) and Henry Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subscriptions 
(individuals and institutions) $1 0.00 per year. Back issues available. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XX (1994) 


23 


OBITUARY 


It is with deep sorrow that we report the death of Mr. Edward Joseph who passed away in 
Glendale, California (3. IX. 1903-t9.1. 1994). Mr. Joseph was a good friend and Member of 
the Armenian Numismatic Society. 


LETTERS 

I read with great pleasure Dr. Saryan's article on overstruck bronzes of Tigranes the 
Great in the recent Celator. About two years ago I started working on overstrikes, 
chiefly Greek silver. Of course, I quickly became aware of the Armenian copper 
overstrikes and started acquiring them whenever I happened across them. I now have 
six: five Tigranes II and one Artavasdes. ... 

I do not have photographs at hand. I could prepare them, but frankly I would be just 
as glad to send the coins themselves to you for examination. . . . 

...For years I have been meaning to Join your Society, but somehow I have never 
gotten around to it. Would you please send me membership information? 

David MacDonald 
Illinois State University 
Normal, IL 

I just returned from the International Symposium on the Armenian Kingdom of 
Cilicia. It was sponsored by the Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church in New York 
City November 12-14, and included lectures by several prominent scholars, a play, a 
concert of medieval music, a special requiem mass for the kings, catholicoses, writers, 
and artists who lived and worked between 1080 and 1375, and finally a medieval 
Armenian banquet. The entire symposium was held under the auspices of His Holiness 
Karekin II, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia (who spoke eloquently several times 
on the significance of the Cilician era in Armenian history), and flawlessly organized 
by His Eminence Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian and the staff of the Armenian Prelacy. A 
beautiful commemorative booklet was published (publication of the full proceedings is 
planned), and a large commemorative medal in bronze was struck. 

The sessions, held at the Alliance Francaise on East 59 Street near Central Park, 
were attended by overflow crowds. Excellent symposium papers were presented by 
scholars from around the globe in the fields of history, linguistics, literature, theology, 
music, and art, some of whom work on the fringes of Armenian numismatics. I had the 
distinct pleasure of meeting many scholars from Armenia and elsewhere for the first 
time (including Levon Chookaszian, Azat Bozoyan, Alice Taylor, Sylvie Merian, Gerard 
Dedeyan, Denis Sinor, Count Rudt de Collenberg, Vartan Matiossian, Peter Cowe, and 
Edmond Schutz), and renewing my acquaintance with several others (Kevork Der 
Vartanian, Levon Zekiyan, Lucy Der Manuelian, and others). Unfortunately, Dr. 
Bedoukian was unable to attend, and in his stead I was asked to present a paper on the 
coinage of Cilician Armenia, which was very well received. 

Levon A. S ary an 
Greenfield, WI 

A note on attribution: The late Dr. Mesrop Abgarians published an article entitled 
"Four Rare Artaxiad Copper Coins," ANJ, Ser I., Vol. XVI (1990), No. 3, pp. 23-27. Here 
coin No. 2 was presented as a "copper coin of Tigranes II?" (Obv.: Apollo, Rev.: Heracles). 
This coin was considered overstruck on a Seleucid coin. 

While doing research and cataloguing overstruck Artaxiad coins, I came across 
additional information which should be published here. 

In Vol. II of D. R. Sear's Greek Coins and Their Values (London 1979), p. 683, No. 
7268, a copper of Prusias II of the Bithynian Kingdom is described, Obv.: Prusias, Rev.: 
BAIIAEOS/nPOYIIOY either side of naked Heracles stg. 1., holding club and lion's skin. 
This coin of Prusias is extremely similar to the copper of Tigranes described by Abgari- 
ans. In fact the legend on Abgarians coin reads BAXIAEni/nPOY£IO[Y]. Apparently, the 
person who sold this chalcus did not know any better and Abgarians purchased a coin 
worth about 40% of the value of Tigranes II Heracles. Y. T. Nercessian 
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A SILVER COIN HOARD OF LEVON IH AND OSHIN 


Plate V 


Levon A. SARYAN 


The coinage of fourteenth century Cilician Armenia offers several challenges for 
the numismatic researcher. Thanks to the efforts of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian and others, 
the coins of the various kings have been attributed satisfactorily, but we are still poorly 
informed about the sequence of issue under individual kings. Medieval hoards could be 
used to shed light on this topic, but most recorded hoards pertain to earlier kings Levon I 
(1198-1219) and Hetoum I (1226-1270). 1 Few hoards of the later kings are known and 
fewer still have been published. Thus medieval Armenian coinage remains a fertile 
area for original investigation. 

Mixed hoards of the later kings are plausible based on historic and numismatic 
considerations, 2 and can offer clues to the chronological arrangement of coin issues. No 
hoards combining Levon III (1301-1307) and Oshin (1308-1320) have been documented 
heretofore. Prior to 1992 no hoards of Levon III had been published, and gaps still 
remain in our understanding of the coinage of this king. 3 Only one study of the rare 
and attractive coronation trams of Oshin has been published. 4 5 No hoards of Oshin 
takvorins have yet been described. 6 The importance of this mixed hoard consisting 
mostly of takvorins of Levon III and Oshin is thus readily apparent. 

Historical background 

During the late thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, Cilician Armenia was under 
nearly constant enemy attack. By 1300, the Crusader principalities of the eastern 
Mediterranean had crumbled under relentless Egyptian Mamluk onslaught, and only 
Armenia was left on the mainland to uphold the Christian standard. After a decade of 
instability and fratricidal strife in the royal palace, Prince Levon (the younger son of 
Thoros) assumed the throne of Armenia in 1301 with the assistance of his uncle Hetoum 
II (who had ruled intermittently as king in the late 1200s) as coadjutor. 6 Levon III 
returned the country to some semblance of economic and political normalcy; it is 
apparent, at least, that he reorganized the mint to produce silver coinage in quantity 
after a decade of turmoil under Hetoum II, Thoros, Smpad, and Gosdantin I. 


1 P. Z. Bedoukian, Armenian Coin Hoards (Los Angeles, 1987), lists 41 such discoveries up to 1987. See 
also P. Woodhead, "Two Small Armenian Hoard Groups," Numismatic Circular, Vol. XCV (May 1987), No. 4, 
pp. 107-109, and L. A. Saryan, “An Armenian Medieval Bronze Group," Journal of the Pacific Coast 
Numismatic Society, No. 23 (April 1990), pp. 4-7. 

2 P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York, 1 962), p. 97, discusses a hoard reported in the 
late 1800s by Father Sibilian; also see P. Z. Bedoukian, "An Important Hoard of Gosdantin III, Levon the 
Usurper, and Gosdantin IV of Cilician Armenian," in Haigazian Armenological Review, Vol. Ill (1972), pp. 
151-183 (in Armenian). 

3 Y. T. Nercessian, "A Hoard of Levon III Takvorins," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XVIII (1992), pp. 
3-14; L. A. Saryan and C. A. Hajinian, “Another Hoard of Levon III Takvorins," Armenian Numismatic Journal, 
Vol. XVIII (1992), pp. 15-24; L. A. Saryan, “More Takvorins of Levon III," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. 
XVIII (1992), pp. 77-78. 

4 P. Z. Bedoukian, "A Hoard of Silver Coronation Trams of Oshin (1308-1320)," Haigazian Armenological 
Review, Vol. IV (1973), pp. 81-96 (in Armenian). J. Guevrekian, “King Oshin Half Tram," Armenian 
Numismatic Journal, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 91-95. 

5 The Mekhitarist collection of 298 Oshin silver pieces (collected over several years) was originally 
published in Armenian in the 1970s by Fr. Au. Sekoulian (see Numismatic Studies (in Armenian) (Vienna, 
1982), pp. 75-101). 

6 For the history of Levon III, see articles cited in footnote 3 above. 

Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XX (1994) 


26 


Levon A. Saryan 


Religious strife, however, plagued Armenia during Levon's reign. The royal family 
actively promoted union between the Armenian and Roman Catholic Churches as a 
means of securing military and political assistance for the beleaguered country. They 
were opposed in this policy by a substantial number of nobles and citizens (often labelled 
"nationalists"), who were against any compromise which could weaken the 
independence of the Armenian Church. 

In November 1307, King Levon III, Hetoum II, and forty leading Armenian 
dignitaries and nobles were invited, under false pretexts, to a meeting with their 
Mongol allies in the city of Anazarba. Upon arrival, they were mercilessly butchered at 
the hand of the Mongol general Pilarghou. Historian Michael Chamich claims that the 
murder of the Armenian king and his entourage was engineered by opponents of 
religious compromise, although this is doubted by historian Sirarpie Der Nersessian, 
who notes that none of the available medieval chronicles make this point. 7 


The country and the royal family were outraged at this treacherous act. Oshin, a 
younger brother of Hetoum II, quickly took the helm of the government, raised an army, 
and drove the Mongols from Cilicia. He also complained to the great Mongol Khan, who 
recalled Pilarghou and had him decapitated for his deed. Oshin was crowned king of 
Armenia in the Cathedral of Saint Sophia at Tarsus in 1308. 8 

During Oshin's reign, confessional strife continued unabated. The king attempted 
to maintain the religious policies of his predecessors, hoping for an agreement that 
would bring western aid to assist Armenia against the relentless Moslem attacks. 
Oshin took stern measures against his opponents. According to historian Samuel 
Anetsi, Oshin obtained the consent of the Catholicos Gosdantin and some nobles to seize 
several monks, priests, and lay people who were opposed to the acknowledgement of two 
distinct natures of Christ, the use of water in the chalice during the Divine Liturgy, and 
other changes in the Armenian Church ritual. 9 Many of these opponents were killed or 
exiled to the island of Cyprus. Sarkis, the bishop of Jerusalem, absolutely refused to 
abide by the dictates of the catholicos, and established the independence of the 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem at this time. Seeing the futility of these efforts, Oshin 
ultimately decided to eschew religious disputes and let matters take their natural course. 

In 1317, Oshin's first wife Ann died, and shortly afterward he married Johanna, 
who was descended from the royal family of Sicily. Being thus connected, he requested 
and was promised military aid from the West. "The western world, however, laments 
de Morgan, "was losing interest in the fate of Armenia, and all Oshin could obtain was 
a grant of thirty thousand sequins sent him by the Pope at Avignon, John XXII. 10 

Oshin restored external peace for a few years, but in 1314, troubles began anew. 
Marauding tribesmen from central Anatolia attacked western Cilicia, but were repulsed 
by the forces of Baron Oshin, lord of the castle of Gorigos. In 1315, the Egyptian 
Mamluks invaded from the southeast, capturing the city of Malatia, and in 1316 
Laranda (Karaman) too was taken. Hoping to finish the work, the Mamluks returned in 
1320 with an army of 18,000 men and began to ravage the Armenian countryside. 
"Oshin at first was inclined to retreat before the infidels," writes Chamich, but at length 
200 courageous Armenian soldiers attacked the Egyptians by surprise in their camp 


7 S. Der Nersessian, “The Kingdom of Cilician Armenia," in A History of the Crusades, Vol. II, ed. K. M. 

Setton (Philadelphia, 1962), p. 658 (see especially footnote 50). 

8 Our principal sources for the history of Oshin's reign are J. de Morgan, A History of the Armenian People 
(Boston, 1965), pp. 246-247; Bedoukian's Coinage of Cilician Armenia, pp. 15-16; Michael Chamich, History 
of Armenia, Vol. II (Calcutta, 1827, reprinted in New York in 1990), pp. 278-282; Fr. J. Issaverdens, Armenia 
and the Armenians (Venice, 1874), pp. 339-343; Der Nersessian, op. cit., pp. 657-659; Armenian boviet 
Encyclopedia, Vol. V, pp. 41 1 and Vol. XII, pp. 550. 

9 de Morgan, p. 246. 

10 de Morgan, p. 247. 
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kingdom, had l Pel L ed the end ° f the 

decisive confrontation 12 The battle at wbi^h d e 6 ll^ the Armenians in this 
lives, took place shortly after Oshin's deatfUn J^y 1320. ° Mamluk soldi e^ lost their 

The Hoard 

Oshftl he aSd e Levon ' IV ^1320-1342) Of ^totalrf 58 Slf "i? 8 attrikuted t0 Le ™n HI, 
and 42 are takvorins of his successor Osil^niX' 68 ' V* "! takvo r ins of Levon III 
takvorin of Levon IV complete The coTecSon coronatlon tra "> of Oshin and one 

context, identity of the finder or original ^ 6S 0t ? lscover y (date, place, 

this hoard was tampered with for commpmisl P tl0n 1S known - ^ can be assumed that 
darker surface coloration worn SeTSS nKw 8 f° reachin e ° Ur hands ' The 
Levon IV takvorin (coin 58) and considprahla b 6 circu ] a l 10n wear on the single 
30), suggest that these twi ^Tare^de^ ° f ^ ^ takv ° rinS (coin 

surface patinas and preservation, suggesting a comm™ ™" e C ° mS haVe simi,ar 

Description of the coins 

but ^acTngTC FoVw^^^anyin^a^ ance^ CI ? an ' sbavan kin 8 seated on horse riding right 

is typically three ’ pellets arranged in a riiang’l^ClMk'' 1 ' ma a king behind the kin S 
around edge enclosed by double band of fine nelllt Clockwise Armenian inscription 

variants thereof. L i on whh l 7? f raads (^UMir 4U3H8 or 

Field marking a slnde nXt t right "7 th a cross above. 

Armenian inscription, again enclosed by a 6 double band o/fin ? 6 11 ^ Clockwise 

b -RUaiUrij UbU or variants tWenf a y a °uDie band of fine pellets, reading Cb'ufiUf 
(weight range 2.10 to 2.93 grams). vera ^ e wei S ht of 14 coins in this hoard 2.43 grams 


throne facing fomar^h^ldi Jg^ily^ hifieft^Ind" 1 on an ornamented 

iuana.Bmrse, Two pe (' et8> reads “w** wwnip 

of the cross. Clockwise "" ^ 

grams, Bedoukian type 31 “ Oshin’s m rnn»ti * U3 Weight of thls coin 2.86 
style, weight, and fineness after the regular ^tram^T ; nta ? tionall y Patterned in 

were struck in limited numbers, probably oX in I' ^ ar ® V6ry rare and 
elevation to the Armenian throne y y 1308 ’ to com memorate Oshin’s 


11 Chamich, p. 280. 

the Mamluk force would'have ronSKy^eTOnArmani' 0 ,ate „- h0 e . nemy b f surprise in this engagement 
move gave Armen, a, in effect 55 vearLl hX^ ? ' SP n'" 9 ,ho end °< the k 'n9 d om. The strategic 
Capt f Jre .°l. k e’ b aj ar and other districts by fo^ces^ rihe Rerntblk nf^ 3 " 6 ? M1 “J’ draw " wi,h the surprise 
L. A. Saryan, "Fourteenth Century Armenian Silver H nerd rv Mounta !, n oo s Karabagh (Artsakh) in 1993. 
Na5, pp. 34-37. ^ Armenian Silver Hoard Discovered," The Celator, Vol. VII (May 1993), 

14 Bedoukian, "A Hoard of Silver Coronation Trams of Oshin," p. 89. 
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OSHIN TAKVORINS: Obverse. Bearded king riding horse and carrying a lance 
similar to Levon III takvorin, but often slightly cruder in style. Field markings consist 
typically of one or two Armenian letters, one behind the mounted king, and another in 
front of or beneath the horse. Armenian inscription, enclosed within bands of pellets 
reads UhGftu ffrU^Uhnn 4U3D8 or variants. Reverse. Depiction of lion with a cross, as 
for Levon III, generally slightly cruder in style. Field marking, when present, is 
typically a pellet to the right of the lion's tail. Reverse inscription reads Ch'uUiT b 
-RUftU.-R'u b UbU or variants thereof. Mean weight for 42 examples in this hoard is 2.41 
grams (range 2.10 to 2.65 grams). 

Despite great similarities, there are noteworthy differences between the takvorins of 
Levon III and Oshin. On the takvorins of Levon III, the king appears clean-shaven, 
since he assumed the throne before the age of majority, whereas Oshin appears with a 
beard. The reverse field mark (usually a dot) appears to the left of the tail on Levon III 
and to the right of the tail on coins of Oshin. Oshin's die engravers used Armenian 
characters obverse field marks, unlike Levon III. Most of the Oshin takvorins in this 
hoard (34 of 42 examples) and elsewhere (125 of 213 examples listed in Bedoukian’s 
Coinage of Cilician Armenia) use the term OKuUtr in the reverse inscription; this is not 
seen on coins of Levon III. Taken together, these observations indicate that Oshin 
introduced several changes into mint practice after assuming the Armenian throne. 


LEVON IV TAKVORIN: Virtually identical to takvorins of Oshin, except for the 
obverse inscription reading IbbfVu fcrnS-UNir 4U3fl8. Weight is 2.21 grams, Bedoukian 
type 1982 variety. The spelling of the word "made" on the reverse is Cb^Utr, an unusual 
variant for this king. 


Cataloguing the hoard . . 

The coins were first classified according to Bedoukian's Coinage of Cilician 
Armenia, by king, type, and completeness of the inscription. Levon III takvorins were 
further subdivided according to obverse and reverse designs as outlined in recent 
studies. 15 The assigned die numbers for Levon III takvorins correlate with those 
previously used by Saryan and Hajinian. lb The Oshin coronation tram and the Levon 
IV takvorin were classified according to Bedoukian's previous studies. 17 The catalogue 
is presented in Table I. 


Examination of the Oshin takvorins showed that classification based on design and 
field markings was possible. The coins were first arranged according to Bedoukian 
corpus numbers. A classification based on the design of the coins was then devised, 
utilizing obverse field letters and the style of lance carried by the king. Reverses were 
classified according to the shape of the lion's tail and presence or absence of a pellet or 
other field mark. To simplify the work of future researchers, diagrams of the vanous 
types presented in Tables II and III. Many varieties of Oshin takvorins exist which are 
not covered by this hoard (such as Bedoukian types 1887-1889 (Obv./S), 1891 and 1924 
(Obv. ffr/U), and 1892-1894 (Obv. ./S)); consequently, the classification has been designed 
for expansion as more coins are described. Finally, after careful comparison of a 
specimens, die numbers were assigned. 


15 See footnote 3 above. 

16 op. cit. in footnote 3 above. „ . T 

17 Bedoukian, CAA, pp. 368-374, and Bedoukian, "A Hoard of Silver Coronation Trams of Oshin, op. cit. 
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Table I. Catalogue of Levon III and Oshin Takvorins 
No Bed No Reverse Legend ft t Wt Obv m/m Obv/Rev Die PI 

LEVON III 


+lbhrvij O-U^UbflP 4U3R8 

001 1734 -t-Ob'ubUL b ■ftUTJLR'u UbU t 

+Lbbn , u ffrU^UbriP 4U308 

002 1742 -^b^bUL b •RU f lU-R*u IhU 

003 1 743 -feiVubUl b RUTU-RL- Ub 

004 1 745 -reKubUl b •RU'lU'R'u U 

HUbfTu O'us.ubnn Ausna 

005 1758 +Cb‘ubUl b IhU 

+LbblTg O'U.ctUbnn 4U3H3 

006 1766V +0b e ubUL b RUTUR^ Ub 
■atbn'u ffrus-ubrin 4uns 

007 1772a -rSb‘ut?L b RUTU.R'u b UbU 
+tUb(Yu ffrU^ULIT 4U3f1° (obverse: two staffs) 

008 1776V +Cb‘ubU.l RUO.UR'u IbU 

-aubrru f^u^ubnp ^usn' 

009 1778 +eb‘ubUl b RUTUR^ Ub 

010 1778a -fGb'uUUL b RU.'lUR'u lb 
HUbfTu ffrU^Ubfr AU3' 

011 1791 +0b £ uUU.L b RU.'LU'R'n UbU 

012 1793 H-eKubU.1 b RUTUR^ IbU 

013 1795a +Ob\jt;Ul b RU.n.U.R'u I 

HUbfTu f^uq.ubnn 4U 

014 1801V 43b^bUd, RU.TUR'u U lU 


+u,bcb‘u O'uq.ubnn ^usns 

015 HAR31 -*urnanbO'P c u us t 

-hulcku fd'uq.ubrr ^usna 

016 1851V +Sb < uU.tr b RU> r LU»R c ij Ub 

017 1852V ■fCb'uUUl b 'RUTU.-R'u UbU t 

triangle reverse 
-rtJ.LQb'u O'Uq.Ubm 4U308 

018 1857 +Cb‘uUt7 b RU.TUR'u UbU 

-t-UbSKu fa'U.q.UbfP 4U3U' 

019 1860V +Cb\jt3Ul b RUPURli lb 

reverse spelling error 
-rtlbOKu fa'Uq.Ubrr 4U3fl 

020 1863V +0b*ubL b RUPURi. UbU 

reverse spelling error 

021 1863a -fGb'ubl b RUTUR UbU 

022 1 866a +0b\jUtr b RUTUR'u Ub I 
-RLbOb'u O'US.UbPP 4U3fl 

023 1 870 +Cb‘uU.tr b RUTU.R'u UbU 

024 1871V +0b*uUtr b RU.TUR'u IbU 

025 1 873 +0b‘uU.tr t b RUTUR UbU 


1c 

A13 

2.48 

05 

04 

3b 

A2 

2.35 

15 

36 

3b 

A2 

2.23 

15 

42 

3a 

A7 

2.10 

21 

58 

1b 

A7 

2.27 

29 

72 

7a 

A5 

2.42 

71 

136 

5a 

B7 

2.27 

73 

138 

4d 

B6 

2.93 

39 

140 

1c 

All 

2.75 

47 

70 

1c 

A9 

2.46 

47 

50 

1c 

A12 

2.37 

55 

104 

1c 

A7 

2.58 

75 

72 

1c 

A2 

2.45 

55 

78 

3a 

B3 

2.30 

77 

142 


OSHIN 


— 

— 

2.86 

— 

— 

— 

9a 

A1 

2.32 


01 

02 

2a 

A2 

2.54 

/3 

03 

04 

3a 

A1 

2.65 

e/ 

05 

06 

1b 

B1 

2.39 

•/3 

07 

08 

la 

B2 

2.59 

./3 

09 

10 

1c 

B3 

2.53 

•/3 

11 

12 

1c 

B2 

2.19 

./3 

13 

14 

2a 

A3 

2.41 

/8 

15 

16 

2b 

B4 

2.54 

/3 

17 

18 

2b 

B4 

2.40 

/3 

17 

20 
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No 

Bed No 

Reverse Legend 

f 

t 

Wt Obv m/m Obv/Rev Die 

+ubCKu fd'U.q.u.Lrr 4U3n 







026 

1877 

-fCbUUtr t b RU.qUR'u UbU 

4a 

A5 

2.46 

3/4 

19 

22 

027 

1878a 

-i-CKuU.tr b RU.qUR'u UbU' 

4a 

A3 

2.50 

3/4 

19 

24 

028 

1878b 

-fUb'uUtr b RU.qU.R'u UbU 

4a 

A5 

2.53 

3/4 

19 

26 

029 

1878b 

4db < uUd' b RUqURU UbU 

4a 

A5 

2.49 

3/4 

19 

28 

030 

1879V 

•tSbUUtr b RUaURU IbU 

4a 

A5 

2.27 

3/4 

19 

30 

+u.bCb , u O'U.q.uLrr 4U.sn 







031 

1882V 

+CKubUl b RU.qUR'u b U 

8a 

Cl 

2.40 

U/U 

21 

32 

+u>bCKu O'U^unm 4U3n 







032 

1883V 

+Cb‘uUd‘ b RU.qUR'u UbU 

5a 

A8 

2.16 

3AJ 

23 

34 



no lance, m/m U between hind legs 





-HkbCKu ftrU.qU.bnP 4U3' 







033 

1906b 

+Cb‘uU>tr b RUAURU Ub 

la 

B4 

2.44 

./3 

25 

36 

+u.bCb\j !»uqubrp 4U>3 







034 

1908 

+CbUU.tr b RUqU.R'u Ub 

2c 

A3 

2.58 

/3 

27 

38 

035 

1908 

+Cb‘uU.tr b RU.q.UR'u Ub 

2c 

A3 

2.50 

/3 

27 

40 

036 

1908 

+Cb < uU.K b RU.qUR'u Ub 

2c 

A3 

2.28 

IQ 

27 

40 



reverse dot missing 







+UbCKu fd-UqUbfr 4U3 







037 

1914V 

+0b‘ubUL b RU.qu.R'u lb 

la 

B5 

2.37 

JQ 

29 

42 

038 

1919 

+CbUUl b RUqURU UbU 

la 

B1 

2.37 

JQ 

31 

44 

-m.T'CKu fd’U.qUbrT' 4U3 







039 

1920a 

+Cb < uU>tr t h RU^UR Ub 

10a 

B2 

2.30 

•/y 

33 

46 

+ubCKu r&'U.q.uLnn 4U.3 







040 

1921 

+Cb‘ubUl b RU.qU.R'u b U 

8b 

Cl 

2.34 

UAX 

35 

32 

041 

1923 

+3KuUtr b RU.qUR'b b U 

8f 

C2 

2.23 

UAT 

37 

48 

042 

1923 

+Cb‘uU.tr b RUaURA; b U 

8d 

C2 

2.37 

UAT 

39 

50 

043 

1923a 

+Cb‘uU.tr b RUqURU 

8d 

C3 

2.10 

uAj* 

39 

52 

044 

1923a 

-rdb'uUK b RU.'IUR'u 

8e 

C3 

2.43 

u/tr 

41 

52 

045 

1923V 

-fChUUK b RU.qUR'u b U (?) 8c 

Cl 

2.37 

u/ir 

43 

54 

-t-UbCbAi p-UqUbfr 4U3 







046 

1925 

+Cb‘uU.tr b RU.qUR UbU 

7a 

A4 

2.64 

q/tt 

45 

56 

047 

1926 

+CKuU.tr b RUAUR Ub 

7b 

A4 

2.24 

q/tr 

47 

58 

048' 

1926 

+Ob\jUtr b RUAUR Ub 

7c 

A3 

2.57 

q/u* 

49 

60 

049 

1926a 

+Cb‘uUtr b ruaur U 

7c 

A4 

2.54 

q/u* 

51 

62 

050 

1927 

+Cb t uU.d‘ b RUAUR Ub 

7b 

A4 

2.47 

q/u 

53 

64 

051 

1927 

+Cb‘uUtT b RUAUR Ub 

7c 

A4 

2.40 

q/u 

55 

66 

052 

1927a 

+Cb‘uU.tT b RUAURU Ub 

7d 

A7 

2.38 

q/s 

57 

68 

+ULCKU 0-uq.uLnn 4U3 







053 

1928 

+Cb‘uUtT b RUAUR'u Ub 

6a 

A3 

2.52 

e/4 

59 

4C 



reverse dot missing 







-t-uncbu f^u^uLrr 4U 







054 

1931 

+CKuUtr b RUAUR UbU 

7b 

A1 

2.53 

q/U 

61 

7C 

055 

1932 

■fOb'UUtr b RUqUR Ub 

7b 

A4 

2.32 

q/U 

61 

61 

056 

1932V 

-rCb'uU.tr t RUUUR Ub 

7e 

A3 

2.27 

q/LT 

63 

7 c 

057 

1932V 

+Cb‘uUtr b RUUUR Ub 

7c 

A6 

2.41 

q/U 

65 

!<■ 



LEVON IV 






-fWfVu f^uq-uLnn 4usn 







058 

1982V 

+Cb‘uU.tr b RU.aUR'u 

- 

- 

2.21 

q/y 

— 

“ 
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Metrology 

The weight of each coin was determined to the nearest hundredth of a gram using a 
top-loading electronic balance. The Levon III takvorins showed an average weight of 
2.43 grams. Weights ranged between extremes of 2.10 and 2.93 grams with a standard 
deviation of 0.22 grams, yielding a coefficient of variation of 8.9%. The dispersion about 
the mean is slightly greater than observed previously for takvorins of this king. 

The Oshin takvorins proved to have nearly the same mean weight and extreme 
limits as the Levon III coins. The mean of Oshin takvorins was 2.41 grams (range 
extremes of 2.10 to 2.65 grams) with a standard deviation of 0.13 grams and coefficient 
of variation of 5.4%. 

It can be seen from these figures that the takvorins of Levon III and Oshin were 
nearly identical in weight and tolerance, and probably had equivalent values in the 
marketplace. It is not unreasonable to suppose that takvorins of Levon III and Oshin 
circulated together during Oshin's reign. Discovery of other mixed hoards of these 
kings may be expected in the future. 

The single coronation tram of Oshin weighed 2.86 grams (typical for trams of kings 
Levon I and Hetoum). The single takvorin of Levon IV (2.21 grams) is within the range 
of coins from this king. 

Oshin die study 

The few examples of Levon III takvorins in the present group do not add much to the 
information already available about the dies of this king. The Oshin takvorins, on the 
other hand, present some interesting features. 

First of all, the 42 Oshin takvorins in this group present a very wide but incomplete 
range of die varieties. Thirty-three different obverses and 37 different reverses were 
observed; the great majority, therefore, appear only once in the hoard. It is also clear that 
within the obverse groups die engravers and craftsmen of greater and lesser skill were 
employed. Specifically, the dies of obverse type 8 (field letters U/IT) are of cruder 
workmanship, and the reverses with which they are paired (type C) are likewise 
artistically lacking. 

Even in this small sample, it can be seen that specific obverses and reverses appear 
to travel together, implying (as did the same observation for Levon III) 18 that coins were 
struck in separate workshops or for discrete periods of time. Note that obverse types 4 
and 7 are linked with reverse type A, that obverse type 8 is associated with reverse type 
C, and that obverse type 1 is paired to reverse type B. Sekoulian has suggested that the 
obverse field letters may represent the initials of the engravers, and this may well be the 
case; for example, coins of obverse class 1 appear to be engraved by a single hand, and 
coins of class 8 by a different hand. 

It is interesting to note that, of the three examples of reverse die 40 (coins 35, 36, and 
53), two appear to be of a later state. The die was originally engraved with a field dot 
(coin 35), which is missing from coins 36 and 53. The available examples do not allow 
us to decide if the missing dot is due to accidental die damage, intentional obliteration, 
or a striking flaw. 

Despite the small number of Oshin takvorins in this sample it is possible to use die- 
identity data to estimate the number of dies used for Oshin's takvorin coinage. 19 This 
estimate must be regarded as tentative because of the relatively small number of coins 


18 See footnote 3 above. 

19 W. W. Esty, "Estimation of the Size of Coinage: A Survey and Comparison of Methods," Numismatic 
Chronicle, Vol. 146 (1986), pp. 185-215. The method of Good was selected, pp. 189-190, 208. 
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in this hoard. The calculation reveals that the size of Oshin’s coinage may have 
amounted to as many as 98±18 obverse dies and 152±26 reverse dies. If each reverse die 
was responsible for an average of 30,000 coins, the size of Oshin's takvorin coinage 
could have varied between 3.7 and 5.3 million coins. 


Table II. Oshin takvorin obverse matrix of lance design 


Field marks a b c 

left/right 



5. 3/U 


6. e/4 oreA, 


7. q./irorq./s 

8. U/U 


no lance 

\ 

\ \ \ \ \ 

\ \ \ \ \ \ 


9. no field marks 


10 . ./y 

Note: Obverse left field mark is above the horse's tail. The right field mark is usually beneath the 
horse's head; types 4 and 5 are exceptions. 
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Table III. Oshin takvorins, reverse styles 


A. Good style, B. Good style, 

end of tail points vertically end of tail points to left 


C. Rough style work- 
manship and lettering 




3 br. end, dot 1 . V 3 br., dot 



4 branches, no dot 1 . 


2. Y 4 br., triangle 2. 2 br. end, dot 2. Y 4 br., no dot 






4 br., dot 


4. 




4 br., dot, 
ornate cross 





bushy end, dot 3. 


4. 3 nearly equal br. 

end, dot 


5 br., dot 5. 



knot end, dot 


£t 


3 br., no dot 



6. % 3 br., dot 



3 br. + dot, free dot 


8. Y 5 br., no dot 


Note: Crosses generally do not vary appreciably, except A4; lion's paws are usually similar. 


Conclusion 

The composition of this hoard indicates that silver takvorins of Levon III and Oshin 
had comparable weights and that the coins of the two kings circulated together during 
the reign of Oshin. This is confirmed by Bedoukian in an article on Arabic overstruck 
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coins of this period. 20 Close study of the coins indicates that Oshin made several changes 
in mint practice during his rule. This hoard was possibly buried during the turmoil 
which befell Cilician Armenia between 1314 and 1320. 

It seems that the coverage of Oshin takvorin die varieties by this hoard is limited; 
the absence of several varieties recorded in Bedoukian reflects the comparatively small 
number of examples in this hoard, and may also indicate that this hoard was buried 
toward the middle of Oshin's reign. It may be tentatively suggested that Oshin’s 
takvorin coinage required about 100 obverse and 150 reverse dies. 21 


LbMTb <b-b bb OSKbb U.PWJ> 'bPmTbbPnb ‘UTbi IT£ 

[UJitimjiniJ ] 


Qujnn wn.w9f,b wbgwJ njjwjnil k[L mb 1 b k UJ ‘U"' L b 9-/r b Ol/ib fuwnb w pit w fib b p n l 

gpwJwgfiLW Jp, pwg^wgwb 58 Ijinnp gpwJbbp^ 14 Ibnb 9~/* b ^ Olfrbf, /? wgnLn p ftbbb p, 1 
If in ftp Olfibfi obJwb gpwJ b 1 fthugriLn p jjb l^bnb 'b-fibi 


'bpwJwg/iLwp ij.tuuuii.npnt.bgwL puw VjwnLlfhwbf, l^JrtjtnuG ^UIJIUU UlluCfl T>punJGUpG lf'> P" gw j[ib 
pwbwuftpnL^bwb nLggnLpbwJp, ft w gw t.n p [ib JwJ wbwlfwgpwlfwb Ifw pgni[, gpwJf, w^ign^ L 
[unpwgpnupbwb Ifwwwpb j/tnL^bwJp: ILnb 9-/» gpwJbbpnib <.wJwp ogututgnpbbgftb bwL 

^brj/ibwlfl ib bwfuwig^u ^pwtnwpwljwb wjjuwwwbpp-. 

Ol/'bf, P wgnLn p fibbb pnCL gtuuwLnpnLjp </ ,Jbn L bgwL bpbuf, hl lfn.bwlf[, igwwlfh pwinfngb pnCb 
ul gwjw/i bjwbbhpnLb i[pwj, npnbg pnjnpftb <wJwp gbwgpnLp ftLbbb p ufww pwuutnLb gwb 
<* bgjibwlpib ljngj£: 


nLbb 

irl 

TjmrtL 


a,u nnwJwg/iLwb pwnwgpnL? f, L b p Ifp j WLbpwgb fit; ibnb 9~/» b Otfbf, flwgnLn pjtbbb pp 
4 11 ...... . . , n i.L Jbbpp if buttnbg 


gw 

wbwn.nL 


b bb pwgg 


Pb 


[ip l L ILL . * 

Ljbujb jj l[nrjif £ uj put pb p^bni[ IjpljU ujrjpn ( jit nt-tub rjpujifhb pm. t[b purpb pb uj j jorj.nL.ujb ft i/p iffy 


b Lb 

wb bb 


Cltb i 


ktb‘ 

Olftbf, 


w J 

jlfuj i n l. 


bpip 

pb uj*U 


pujtj.uii.np bb p n l 
ph Put tj^t/ib: (ij 


rj p iu u u n p p if £i i 

C t ujumiumni.iub £ 


h u/Il 


'hpwJbbpnL nLunLjbwuftpnLp/tLbp gnjg IfnL wwj, p l; 0 l}A Ifwwwpwb pwLwpwp 

Jinthn bjnL& fiLbbb p g p w if wAw w w p wb ft gn pb n L.b l;n l ft h wb J^[- 9 bbpwgpnLfi wju 

gpwJtugflLUtp pwgnLwb p, L w j 1314-1320 ft. nLwlfwbbb p„L pwnbwIfHLpbwbg pbpwgpftb. 


djwnLlfbwbf, tfngift gnLgwlfwgpr.Lwb Oj/^b rjpwJbkpnLb pwbfi Jp wwppbpwtjbbpp Ifp 


pwgwLwjbb wju gpwJwgftLwftb Jty Ikju bwb Ifp bjwbwtf, pt gpwJwgftLwp pwgnLwbJ 
gwtwbw/nLpbwb ypftubb LhunCUx Quw gpwJwgfiLwf, pbbn L pbwb, bwb lj bbpwgpnLf, pt Vlb“b 
PwgnLnpftbbbpnL pbgtwbnLp uw<Jwbp ^wAwb^wb pjjwj Join 100 bpbuf, b 150 Ifnbw^fi 
lfb/jj>bbp: 

it mi a uurbux 


20 P. Z. Bedoukian, "Some Armenian Coins Overstruck in Arabic," Selected Numismatic Studies (Los 

Anqeles, 1981), pp. 161-171. , . . . , .. 

21 The assistance of Y. T. Nercessian and Charles A. Hajinian in the preparation of this paper is gratefully 

acknowledged. 
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A substantial Armenian coin collection, consigned to the Classical Numismatic 
Group, Inc., was auctioned by mail bid on September 29, 1993. 1 Altogether, 234 lots (444 
coins) are listed: the Armenian kingdom of Sophene (2 coins), the Artaxiads of 
Armenia (31), the kingdom of Commagene (3), Roman Coins relating to Armenia (7), 
Nabatea (1), Islamic coins struck in the cities of historic Armenia (201), Cilician 
Armenia (199). Numerous lots contained more than one coin. Coins issued by 
Armenian dynasties totaled 235 pieces. 

Coins of kingdom of Sophene include examples of kings Arsames I and Abdissares. 
The Artaxiad dynasty is represented by Tigranes I, Tigranes II, Artavasdes II, 
Tigranes III, Tigranes IV, and Tigranes V. The Roupenian dynasty includes coins 
from three barons and all of the kings. The earliest coin was issued by Arsames 1 (ca. 
240 B.C.) and the latest coin was issued by King Levon V (1375). 

It was not indicated to whom the coins belonged. The entire auction catalogue was 
composed under the careful direction of Victor England. The ancient Armenian coins 
were catalogued by the staff of the CNG, and the Cilician Armenian coins were at- 
tributed by Y. T. Nercessian. The catalogue was professionally prepared: each coin was 
illustrated by excellent photographs, Bedoukian corpus numbers, metrological data, and 
Greek legends indicated. Unfortunately the legends of Islamic and Cilician Armenian 
coins were not published. 2 

Generally speaking, realistic prices were realized. However, in some cases collectors 
pushed prices higher, and in few cases coins sold for substantially less than their 
estimates. Arsames and Abdissares coppers in fine condition were obtained at record 
prices; on the other hand, some tetradrachms and a drachm of Tigranes the Great sold 
considerably lower than the estimates. Rare Roupenian coins, such as bilingual half 
trams, exceeded expectations, yet a tram of King Gosdantin I brought 75% of the estimate 
at the hammer. Generally, very rare and unusual coins appeared to do well. According 
to the "prices realized" provided by the CNG, most of the coins sold. 3 The total estimated 
price for 234 lots was $54,500, and it netted $55,015 (including the 10% buyer's fee). 

The collection includes some noteworthy rarities: Augustus aureus (ARMENIA 
CAPTA), al-Mutawakkil gold dinar inscribed Arminiyah (A.H. 232-247), copper coins of 
barons Roupen I and Toros I, Levon I one lion coronation tram, Levon II tram with 
Hetoum-Zabel tram design, Gosdantin I tram and kardez, and a billon denier of Levon 
V (who ruled less than eight months). 

The statistical data is tabulated and offered to our readers as a useful guide to current 
prevailing prices and for posterity. The price quoted includes the sale price plus the 10% 
buyer's fee. 

Y. T. NERCESSIAN 


1 Classical Numismatic Group, Auction XXVII: A Mail Bid Auction Sale of Classical Coins, compiled by 
Victor England. Quarryville, Pennsylvania and London, England: Classical Numismatic Group, Inc., 
September 29, 1993, pp. 5-25, Nos. 1-234. 

2 Abbreviations: CAA, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia ; CCA, Coinage of Cilician Armenia; CSC, 
Coinage of the Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene; Foss, “The Coinage of Tigranes the 
Great," A/C 1 986; RIC, Roman Imperial Coinage; ADB, Attribution and Dating of Armenian Bilingual Trams. 

3 The prices realized had a few typographical errors. The correct hammer price was obtained by telephone 
from the CNG staff. 
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CATALOGUE 


No. 

001 . 

002 . 

003. 

004. 

005. 

006. 

007. 

008. 

009. 

010 . 

011. 

012 . 

013. 

014. 

015. 

016. 

017. 

018. 

019. 

020 . 
021 . 
022 . 

023. 

024. 

025. 

026. 

027. 

028. 

029. 

030. 

031. 

032. 

033. 

034. 

035. 

036. 

037. 

038. 

039. 

040. 

041. 

042. 
043 
044. 

045 

046 

047 

048 

049. 

050. 


Ruler 

Arsames I 
Abissares 
Tigranes I 


Tigranes II 


Mithridates I 
Should be given to 
Antiochus Theos 
Aretas II, Nabataea 
Artavasdes II 
Tigranes III 
Tigranes IV 


Tigranes V 
Anonymous 
Augustus 

Marcus Aurelius 

Lucius Verus 

Hanniballianus 

El-Walid 

Anonymous 

Sulayman 
Ishak Ibn Muslim 

al-Mansur 


Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

US$ Est. 1 

US$ Sold 1 

Copper 

CSC 3 

F 

150 

363 

Copper 

CSC 16 

F 

200 

303 

IE /branch 

CAA 3 

-F 

100 

— 

IE /branch 

CAA 3 

-F 

100 

193 

IE /Zeus 

CAA 4 

F 

100 

154 

Tetradrachm 

CAA 17 

VF+ 

1000 

660 

Tetradrachm 

CAA 24 

VF+ 

1000 

1,100 

Tetradrachm 

CAA 19 

VF 

1000 

660 

Tetradrachm 

CAA 20 

VF 

750 

693 

Tetradrachm 

CAA 28V 

VF+ 

1000 

1100 

Drachm 

CAA75 

VF 

1500 

1,100 

A2 /Tyche 

CAA 94V 

VF+ 

200 

143 

IE /Heracles 

CAA 99 

VF+ 

100 

66 

IE / Heracles 

CAA 99 

VF+ 

100 

127 

IE /Cornucopiae 

CAA 104 

VF+ 

75 

132 

IE /Cornucopiae 

CAA 106 

VF 

75 

50 

IE /Wheat 

CAA 107 

VF 

75 

50 1 

2 IE /Wheat 

CAA 107 

F 

100 

66 

IE /Nike 

CAA 114 

VF 

125 

83 

2 IE /Nike 

CAA 114 

VF 

150 

99 

IE /Nike 

CAA 120 

VF 

100 

71 

IE /Palm-branch 

CAA 121 

F/VF 

100 

71 

IE /Tripod 

CAA 122 

-VF 

75 

61 

IE /Tripod 

CAA 122 

VF+/-F 

75 

50 

IE /Horse 

Foss 105 

VF 

100 

149 

IE Eagle/palm 

CSC 23 

-VF 

125 

201 

IE /Lion 

CSC 25 

Poor 

75 

41 

IE /Nike 

Meshorer 1 

F+ 

100 

77 

IE /Nike 

CAA 132 

-VF 

150 

193 

IE /Eagle 

CAA 138 

VF 

125 

220 

IE /Nike 

CAA 148 

-F 

100 

264 

IE /Heracles 

CAA 153 

F 

150 

396 

IE /Eagle 

CAA 156 

F 

75 

138 

IE /Augustus 

CAA 167 

-F 

1500 

1,788 

IE Tiara/horse 

GH 166-533 

VF 

200 

154 

AV /Armenia Capta 

RIC 1514 

VF 

7500 

5,775 

AR /Armenia Capta 

RIC 672 

F 

500 

528 

AR /ARMEN 

RIC III 81 

VF+ 

200 

220 

AR /ARMEN 

RIC III 501 

F 

100 

106 

IE /Sohemus stng 

RIC III 1374 

F 

400 

303 

IE /ARMEN 

RIC III 1364 

VF 

200 

264 

IE Rex Armeniacus 

RIC VIII 147 

F 

200 

275 

AR dirham AH 94 


VF 

200 

517 

AR AH 95 


VF 

100 

198 

AR AH 96 


EF 

150 

259 

ARAH 99 


VF 

150 

259 

IE Fals 


-VF 

200 

369 

3 ARAH 97-101 


F 

75 

121 

ARAH 132-158 


VF 

150 

314 

ARAH 151 


VF+ 

150 

292 
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Nn. 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

US$ Est. 

US$ Sold 

051. 

al-Mansur 

AR AH 143 


VF+ 

150 

176 

052. 


AR AH 145 


VF 

100 

132 

053. 


AR AH i46 


-VF 

100 

182 

054. 


AR AH 148 


VF 

150 

303 

055. 


AR AH 149 


VF 

150 

259 

056. 


AR AH 151 


VF 

150 

314 

057. 


AR AH 152 


VF+ 

150 

303 

058. 


AR AH 153 


VF 

100 

209 

059. 


AR AH 154 


VF 

150 

303 

060. 


AR AH 155 


VF+ 

150 

292 

061. 

al-Mahdi 

AR AH 162 


VF 

100 

88 

062. 


AR AH 166 


VF 

100 

193 

063. 


AR AH 170 


VF 

150 

303 

064. 

al-Kashid 

AR AH 185 


-EF 

200 

330 

065. 


AR AH 186 


-EF 

200 

385 

066. 


AR AH 188 


VF 

150 

292 

067. 


AR AH 170 


VF 

150 

314 

068. 

al-Mutawakkil 

AV AH 246 


VF 

2500 

6,380 

069. 

al-Mu‘tazz 

AR AH 252 


F 

75 

220 

070. 

al-Mu‘tamid 

AR AH 276 


VF 

125 

292 

071. 

al-Mahdi 

2 AR AH 161, 167 


-VF 

75 

193 

072. 

Tughril 

AR AH 608 


VF 

75 

39 

073. 

Kilij Arslan 

3 AR AH 658, 60 62 


-EF 

100 

72 

074. 

Ilkhanid 

45 AR AH 694-744 


F to EF 

650 

385 

075. 

Eretnid 

9 AR AH 736-753 


F to EF 

250 

— 

076. 

Husayn 

4 AR AH 776-784 


F to VF 

75 

— 

077. 

Qara Qoyunlu & 







Aq Qoyunlu 

5 AR AH 814-896 


F to VF 

75 

66 

078. 

Safavid 

72 pieces 


F to EF 

1200 

1,045 

079. 

Nadir Shah 

AR AH 1149 


VF+ 

75 

44 

080. 

Ibrahim 

AR AH 1162 


VF+ 

125 

49 

081. 

Fath* Ali Shah 

1 AV, 2 AR 


Fto VF 

175 

231 

082. 

Islamic mixed 

25 pieces 


Pto VF 

200 

303 

083. 

Baron Roupen I 

Copper 


VF 

500 

451 

084. 

Baron Toros I 

Copper 


F 

750 

633 

085. 

Baron Levon II 

Copper 


-VF 

750 

660 

086. 

King Levon I 

Double tram 

CCA17V 

VF 

300 

281 

087. 


Double tram 

CCA20 

-EF 

350 

330 

088. 


Double tram 

CCA20 

EF 

500 

550 

089. 


Double tram 

CCA23 

VF 

300 

363 

090. 


Double tram 

CCA23 

EF 

500 

330 

091. 


1/2 Double tram 

CCA 44 

VF+ 

125 

123 

092. 


1/2 Double tram 

CCA 54 

VF+ 

150 

182 

093. 


1/2 Double tram 

CCA 54 

VF+ 

150 

99 

094. 


1/2 Double tram 

CCA 58 

VF+ 

150 

83 

095. 


1/2 Double tram 

CCA 67 

VF+ 

300 

330 

096. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 73 

VF+ 

300 

303 

097. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 73 

VF+ 

300 

220 

098. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 75/74 

VF+ 

300 

176 

099. 


1 Lion cor. tram 

CCA 78a/77b 

VF 

750 

550 

100. 


1 Lion cor. tram 

CCA 80 

VF 

750 

660 
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No. 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade I 

US$ Est. I 

US$ Sold 1 

101. 

Levon I 

two Lion cor tram 

CCA 82 

EF 

150 

99 

102. 


two Lion cor tram 

CCA 83 

EF 

150 

83 

103. 


two Lion cor tram 

CCA 84 

EF 

150 

61 

104. 


two Lion cor tram 

CCA 89 

-EF 

150 

138 

105. 


two Lion cor tram 

CCA 96 

-EF 

150 

77 

106. 


two Lion cor tram 

CCA 98 

VF+ 

125 

55 

107. 


;wo Lion cor tram 

CCA 110 

VF 

100 

79 

108 


two Lion cor tram 

CCA 116 

VF+ 

125 

55 

109. 


Tram 

CCA 124 

EF 

100 

138 

110. 


Tram 

CCA 125 

EF 

100 

99 

111. 


Tram 

CCA 126 

EF 

100 

73 

112. 


Tram 

CCA 211 

EF 

100 

121 

113. 


Tram 

CCA 221b 

EF 

100 

44 

114. 


Tram 

CCA 225 

EF 

100 

61 

115. 


Tram 

CCA 227 

VF+ 1 

75 

106 

116. 


Tram 

CCA 228 

VF+ 

75 

106 

117. 


Tram 

CCA 236 

EF 

100 

83 

118. 


Tram 

CCA 241 

EF 

100 

44 1 

119. 


Tram 

CCA 241V 

EF 

100 

44 

120. 


Tram 

CCA 243V 

EF 

100 

121 

121. 


Tram 

CCA 244 

EF 

100 

44 I 

199. 


Tram 

CCA 249 

EF 

100 

66 

123. 


Tram 

CCA 267 

EF 

100 

44 

124. 


Tram 

CCA 292 

EF 

100 

44 

125. 


Tram 

CCA 296 

EF 

100 

44 

126. 


Tram 

CCA 313 

EF 

100 

44 1 

127. 


Tram 

CCA 633a 

EF 

100 

44 

128. 


Tram, lily in r/h 

CCA 665c 

-EF 

100 

44 

129. 


5 Trams 

CCA 211,25, 

VF to 






241, 41V, 313 

EF 

150 

no 

130. 


Tank 

CCA 7 18 

VF+ 

50 

611 

131. 


Tank 

CCA 7 18 

VF+ 

50 

77 

132. 


Tank 

CCA 718 

VF+ 

50 

44 1 

133. 

Hetoum-Kaiqobad 

Tram 

CCA 776 

VF 

100 

143 1 

134. 


2 Trams 

CCA 116,183 

VF 

150 

209 | 

135. 

Hetoum-Kaikhusr. 

Tram 

ADB 42 

VF 

125 

138 1 

136. 


Tram 

CCA 794 

EF 

| 150 

264 1 

137 


Tram 

CCA 815 

EF 

150 

182 | 

138. 


Tram 

CCA 818V 

EF 

150 

220 | 

139. 


Tram 

CCA 822V 

VF+ 

100 

121 1 

140. 

Hetoum-Kaiqobad 

1/2 Tram 

CCA 838V 

VF 

500 

606 I 

141. 

Hetoum-Kaikhusr. 

1/2 Tram 

CCA 839 

VF 

500 

606 I 

142. 

Hetoum-Zabel 

Tram 

CCA 871 

EF 

50 

39 

143. 


Tram 

CCA 882 

EF 

50 

44 

144. 


Tram 

CCA 887 

EF 

50 

— | 

145. 


Tram 

CCA 894 

EF+ 

50 

88 j 

146. 


Tram 

CCA 896 

EF+ 

75 

121 1 

147. 


Tram 

CCA 915 

EF+ 

75 

88 

148. 


5 Trams 

CCA 896,929, 

VF+ to 






985,1007,1030 

EF 

50 

68 

149. 


8 Trams 

CCA 1014,32 

VF 






36,50,63,1165,92 

to 






1236 

EF 

225 

112 

150. 


Tram 

CCA 1223 

-EF 

10C 

1 33| 
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No. 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

US$ Est. 

US$ Sold 

151. 

Hetoum-Zabel 

1/2 Tram 

CCA 1284aV 

VF 

150 

160 

152. 

Hetoum I 

Tank 

CCA 1304V 

VF 

50 

61 

153. 


Kardez equestr. 

CCA 1376 

F+ 

50 

41 

154. 


Kardez king std 

CCA 1406 

F+ 

50 

33 

155. 


5 /E, 2 tank 

CCA1305,38 






2 eq. kardezzes 

CCA1374,77 






1 kardez king std 

CCA 1408 

F 

100 

45 

156. 

Levon II 

Tram H-Z type 

CCA 1425 

-EF 

300 

220 

157. 


Tram H-Z type 

CCA 1425 

-EF 

300 

220 

158. 


Tram 

CCA 1438 

EF 

125 

105 

159. 


Tram 

CCA 1445 

VF 

75 

110 

160. 


Tram 

CCA 1449 

EF 

125 

143 

161. 


Tram 

CCA 1456 

EF 

125 

193 

162. 


Tram 

CCA 1460 

VF 

75 

56 

163. 


.Tram 

CCA 1498 

VF+ 

100 

121 

164. 


Tram 

CCA 1501 

VF+ 

100 

83 

165. 


Tram, Ayas mint 

CCA 1512V 

VF 

100 

77 

166. 


5 Trams 

1 Ayas mint 







CCA 1454, 







1455V(2),477 







1491 

VF 

225 

165 

167. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 1531 

VF 

125 

83 

168. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 1531 

VF 

125 

94 

169. 


1/2 Tram 

CCA 1533 

VF 

125 

110 

170. 


Kardez 

CCA 1543 

VF+ 

75 

55 

171. 


Kardez 

CCA 1543 

VF+ 

75 

88 

172. 


Kardez 

CCA 1572 

-VF 

75 

— 

173. 


Kardez 

CCA 1574 

VF 

75 

99 

174. 

Hetoum II 

Billon 

CCA 1577 

VF 

125 

110 

175. 


Billon 

CCA 1578 

VF 

125 

83 

176. 


Billon 

CCA 1588 

VF 

125 

149 

177. 


Kardez 

CCA 1615 

VF+ 

50 


178. 


3 Kardezzes 

CCA 1615,7,9 

FtoVF 

75 

71 

179. 


Kardez 

CCA 1636 

VF 

50 

44 

180. 


2 Kardezzes 

CCA 1634V, 7 

F 

50 

— 

181. 

Smpad 

Coronation Tram 

CCA 1653a 

VF+ 

500 

330 

182. 


Tram 

CCA 1669 

VF+ 

400 

275 

183. 


Kardez 

CCA1682a 

-VF 

50 

44 

184. 

Gosdantin I 

Tram 

CCA 1727b 

VF+ 

2500 

2,008 

185. 


Kardez 

CCA 1728/32 

VF+ 

250 

363 

186. 

Levon III 

Takvorin 

CCA 1734 

VF+ 

75 

110 

187. 


Takvorin 

CCAl758a/34 

VF+ 

75 

44 

188. 


3 Takvorins 

CCA 1763,90,91 

VF 

150 

66 

189. 


Kardez 

CCA 1808 

-VF 

50 

28 

190. 


Kardez 

CCA 1816V 

VF 

100 

71 

191. 


3 Kardezzes 

OCA 1817a, 







182221,1836 

-F to F 

75 

— 

192. 

Oshin 

Coronation tram 

CCA 1845V 

EF 

200 

220 

193. 


Coronation tram 

CCA 1847 

EF 

200 

181 

194. 


Takvorin 

CCA 1854 

VF 

50 

83 

195. 


Takvorin 

CCA 1861 

VF+ 

75 

83 

196. 


3 Poghs 

CCA 1943, 







1944aV,5aV 

FtoVF 

75 

50 

197. 


2 Takv o/s Arbic 

CCA 1946 

— 

50 

83 
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Nn. 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

US$Est. 1 

US$ Sold 1 

198. 

Levon IV 

Takvorin 

CCA 1954 

VF+ 

50 

33 

199. 


Takvorin 

CCA 1965 

VF 

50 

46 

200. 


3 Takvorins 

CCA 1954V, 

F to 






1961,1967 

VF 

75 

55 

201. 


3 Takvorins 

CCA 1968, 

Fto 






1969, 1990 

VF 

75 

29 

202. 


Large pogh 

CCA 2000V 

VF 

75 

39 

203. 


Large pogh 

CCA 2003V 

VF 

75 

94l 

204. 


Large pogh 

CCA 2003V 

VF 

75 

71 

205. 


3 Poghs 

CCA 2011 







2020,2023V 

— 

75 

24 

206 


Takv. o/s Arabic 

CCA2027 

VF 

75 

— 

207. 


Takv. o/s Arabic 

CCA 2028 

VF 

75 

24 

208 


Takv. o/s Arabic 

CCA 2028 

VF 

75 

— 

2u9. 

Guy 

Takvorin 

CCA 2032 

VF 

100 

44] 

210. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2032a 

VF 

100 

66 

211. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2033 

VF 

100 

44 

212. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2034 

VF 

100 

121 

213. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2034 

VF 

100 

— 

214. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2034V 

VF 

100 

66 

215. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2037 

VF 

100 

83 

216. 

Gosdantin III 

Takv. lion to left 

CCA 2048 

VF 

150 

110 

217. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2063 

VF 

50 

61 

218. 


5 Takvorins 

CCA 2060 







(3)2065V,6V 

-VF 

100 

66 

219. 


Pogh 

CCA 2122 

-VF 

100 

1161 

220. 


Pogh 

CCA 2123 

-VF 

100 

77 J 

221. 

Levon the Usurper 

Takvorin 

CCA 2130 

VF 

125 

138 1 

222. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2133 

VF 

125 

83 j 

223. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2137 

VF 

125 

56 | 

224. 


2 Takvorins 

CCA 2133,44 

VF 

175 

661 

225. 


Pogh 

CCA 2168a 

F 

125 

83 

226. 

Gosdantin IV 

Takvorin 

CCA 2177 

VF 

50 

— | 

227. 


Takvorin 

CCA 2194 

VF 

50 

93 

228. 


3 Takvorins 

CCA 2 181, 



| 1 




2193,2206V 

VF 

75 

33 

229. 


Pogh w/takv die 

CCA 2221 

VF 

50 

61 

230. 

Levon V 

Billon 

CCA 2239 

VF 

125 

— | 

231. 


Billon 

CCA 2239 

VF 

125 

138 | 

232. 


Pogh 

CCA 2242 

-VF 

50 

77 j 

233. 

Post Roupenian 

Pogh 

— 

FtoVF 

100 

94 

234 


Pogh 

CCA 2249 

F 

100 

6b 1 


^ii.u.uh^m, au.b^u.^u.'o f iPiiir < ut;pnT x ucinw^ip 

[U,lTi|ira|ir«-lf 1 


4uiiliuil|uiG rvpiuachpm druin^rndni dp wfinipT^ i^pnihguii 29 Uh^uikdpkp 1993 |»- t >RniuipKm l , 
OtGuhidiuGhm dbg, l^iuu^iai \jfudtiudiupM 9>pnug HGuictfuuulpuG r^piudChpru i[iufimnp|i pC^hpniptuuC 
^mults ^uirtuiIjuiC r>piudChpm pindfiGp l<p upupmGiul^p 234 fumdp (444 lp/mp r^piud). tTn^ puiqiu- 
inpm^iC (2), Upuuu 2 tuhiuC fliupuuimptuG (31), bmIdin<*kGtti j»ui<*winpnip|uG (3), 4 - 

iiuuimuGh ilfcpwphpkuH finndtui^wG r>puidGkp (7), Wpuiptui (1), hupudiulpuG rvpmdGp Jmpmuid 
iuiuimIiul|iuG 4uiiiuuuiiaG)i npiudiufluumpGGhpniG dt 2 (201), OmpbGhiuG fluipumm^iG (199): 4iuj- 
IpulpuG fiwpuuimpkuiGg ^nridt Ip/ipnuud TpumlGhpru pGr>fiiuGnip fiui 2 ^G b 235 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


1 APELIAN, George. Bats* namak bolor haykakan kazmakerput‘iwnnerun ew 
metsaharust hayerun [An Open Letter to All Armenian Organizations and Wealthy 

Armenians] - 8 m g biuJtulf pn^np *Zuj j l^tugJiul^bpufnLpfiLbbbpnLb L Jbbiu 4 iu pnLuut C,tu jb pnub, 

gpbg 2 tnp& Upkffmb. Nor Gyank, Vol. XV (5 August 1993), No. 34, p. 47. In Armenian. 
The author urges wealthy Armenians to purchase the Asbed Donabedian coin collection 
from the Spink auction, and save it from dispersal. YTN 

^brjjibiulfp tf nL - r l r lk ^uj jni.pbuj’U, np (futghut Sobtutgk mb tub ft gptuJbbpp fjtfifibg pb Ifh p n l p b tub 

ut&nLpg^b gbbb nL g ft p nu gtub pfpu [f iftpl^bbi bp'll 


2 KARAPETIAN. M. Kilikiayi Kostandin arajin t'agawori norahayt dramnere [The 
Newly Discovered Coins of King Gosdantin I of Cilician Armenia] - V A z A ^ A m ib 

bnumtubgftb tu ntufftb fj tu gtu tfn p ft bnpui^iu jut gptuJbhpp , gpbg' IT- b m pm u/b ut j tub . tiayastani 

hanrapetut'yunum 1989-1990 t‘t‘. dashdayin hnagitakan ashkhatank'neri 
ardyunk'nerin nvirvats gitakan nstashtfan, papers read in May 1991. Yerevan: 
Academy of Sciences of Armenia and Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, 
1991, pp. 129-130. In Armenian. 

Unpublished variants of King Gosdantin I silver and copper coins are included in the 
State Museum of Armenia, USSR State Museum in Moscow, and the private collection 
of Grigor Minassian. Gosdantin also has gold coins. All his coins are of high quality 
and very attractive. YTN 

b n u in tub q. fib (J, p-uig.uii.npfi tu pbtu p but j II tifrjbAbuij gptuJbb pnL tub in fug mtu ppb ptulpjb p p lfp 
gtnbnufib £ tu j ut u in tub fi rfj ui in tf n l p b tub fl ibrniulfiub p tub gut putb p, if nulptltu j ft h/U £,lf Ptubgtuptubp b 
^ P t“i n P If ftb tu u b tub ft uibAb tulftub Atuutuptubnb-. Ifnumiuhgftb mb ft btuL i nul^htu j qptuJbb pi f> p 
gptuJbbpp ptupApnpiuIf nL gbgbg ftlf bbt bP'i 


3 KROH, Dennis. Coins of the Minor Hellenistic Kingdoms, by Dennis Kroh. Celator, 
Vol. 7 (August 1993), No. 8, pp. 44-47. 

Regarding ancient coin reference books on "Kingdom of Armenia," Kroh assigns 5 stars 
(the top rating) to Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia, and 3 stars 
to David R. Sear, Greek Coins and Their Values, 2nd Revised Edition, Vol. 2. YTN 

£/ib gptujbb pnL ptutbbft bbppb, <t£iu j tuuui tub ft p tug turn p nt.p b tub'll tfiuufib , If pn$ Ifm tmuj 5 

ujumg (luJbhtupiuptlp tuum ftbtub p) guipbt 9- ^ ut nLifb mb ft, U,uiui2tuhiuG fiiupuinnif&kuiG p.piuUGkp|] 
gfipefib, l 3 wuing g* tu l ft p p. Uftpft Greek Coins and Their Values gftp^ft, bp^pnpg 

^ p tu tn tu p t[n l p b tub P Aututn p fibs __ bPlt 


4 MOUSHEGHIAN, Kh. A. Syunik‘i dramakan gandzi artiv [On the occasion of Coin 

Hoard of Siwniq] - UjnLbftpft gpiuJiulfiub guibift tun.pfttf , gpbg' hf ■ u ■ IfnL^bgjtub. 

Hayastani hanrapetuCyunum 1989-1990 t‘t‘. dashdayin hnagitakan 

ashkhatank'neri ardyunk'nerin nvirvats gitakan nstashijan, papers read in May 
1991. Yerevan: Academy of Sciences of Armenia and Institute of Archaeology and 
Ethnography, 1991, pp. 109-111. In Armenian. 

See Armenian Numismatic Journal, Ser. I, Vol. XVIII (1992), No. 2, p. 42, abstract 5. 

5 SARKISSIAN, Herny V. Iranahay medalagorts Zaven Gharakhaniane [Iranian 
Armenian Medallist Zaven Gharakhanian] - h P u,bui4u, 4 Jb giu^iugnpb QiuL^b 
'luipujfuwbbuibp, gpbg' 4 bbp/t Uuipguhuib. Alik, (1990), No. 75 (15754), pp. 3-4, illus. In 
Armenian. 

Medals designed by Zaven Gharakhanian are described. 1. 50th anniversary of Alik 
newspaper, silver and gold-plated copper, 30 mm (1981); Republic of Armenia (1918), 
silver, 30 mm (1985); 3. 150th anniversary of Raffl, silver and gold, 35 mm; 4. 100th 
anniversary of Armenian Revolutionary Federation (1990); 5. Ararat organization 
(1990). ytn 
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bbu.pujgpni.ujb bb StmL^b 'luj p uj /u tub b ujb /t Ifbpmmb J b gm jb b p pi 1- Urf# ff b p ft [, 50-mJbmlf, 

wpbujpt L- nulfhfl pnLLuir ufg/ibAt, 30 i fit (1981), 2- ^.ujuju.nmhf, £mb pmu(bmn L p [n.b (1918), utpbuifi^, 
30 itif (1985), a Pm^tf)/,/, 150 -mJbm/f, XU pbu,[Jt L 4 - 4“/ Bhgmj.n/uu.lfujb r bm{Uml i gn L phmb 

100 -tuJbujL[ (1990), dpmpmm Ijm gif mlfh pigni.p fu-b (1990)i bfi'b 


6 SARKISSLAN, Henry V. Most cherez veka [Bridge Over One Century] - Moct m e p e a 

BeKa, aBTop r B Cap kmc ah. Druzhba, (October 1990-91), No. 2, p. 4. In Russian. 

The State Museum of Armenian History and its activities are presented. The curator 
notes that the rich numismatic collection includes coins as old as Xerxes (third century 
B.C.) and Artavasdes IV (first century A.D.) YTO 

bbplfmjmgncmb £ ^mjmummb/, <1} m m if n u ft b mb tjbuimlfmb P'mbg mpmbp n L f,p gn pbrnih^P A'-*'- 
hhnn: ^m p b } p bp b}t fit gpmJmgfrmm^mb <,ujpn L uu. <f n gn ±mix n ub Ifp ^mpnifUm^ tfib gpmJbbp 

bJmb -fiuhpputufi ( 9 - g^p b'P) b HpuiuiLuigg 'b-f, (Q'P- U. gmp)i bP"b 

7 SARKISSLAN, Henry V. Trayanosi dramnere ev Hayastane [The Coins of Trajan 
and Armenia] - Spm jmbnuf, gpmJbbpp bi[ 4 mjmummb , gpbg 4- *£• U mpgujmb . Hayastani 
hanrape tut'yunum 1989-1990 t‘t‘. dashdayin hnagitakan ashkhatank'neri 
ar dyunk'i lerin nuirvats giiakan nslaslujan, papers read in May 1991. Yerevan. 
Academy of Sciences of Armenia and Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, 
1991, pp. 98-100. In Armenian. 

On the north-east side of the village of Garni, an ancient (second century B.C.) tomb was 
found to contain, among other objects, a gold aureus of the Roman emperor Trajan. 
Trajan's portrait is on the obverse, while the reverse shows the second portrait of 
Faustina. The weight of this unusual coin is 6.74 grams, the diameter 19 mm. YTN 

<buin.il, g/iLlfi $(,i-u fiu—tu pb if "Linpp mbm/ilf gmif pm pmbl; J H (/* ?)> UJ Jl UJ,LUJ p^bb pnL. <bm, 
iiu iwb.uphpni.uib £ Spm jmbnuf, nulfbmj mnuphnuu pi bpbufib S pm jmmbnu f, g/, Jmpmbg rntf 
mmmbhpb t b bnpmjmjm nuifbmj gpiuiff, bmf,b, gpnj.fm.mb' 9)mnuum f,bm jf, mnupbrn-uf, b bplfpnpg 

b pbuf, ujmmljhppi 'fimjp 6-74 gpujif £, mpmJmg[,bp 19 ififi bl b 


8 SARKISSLAN, Henry V. Zolotye bizantil'skie monety v denezhnom obrashchenii 
Armenii IThe Circulation of Byzantine Coins in Armenia] - 3oaoTbie BM 33 MTMMCKMe 

MOHeTbl B peHei+iHOM oSpailjeHMM ApMMeHMM, aBTOP r B. CapKMCflH. XVIIIth 
International Congress of Byzantine Studies, Summaries of Communications. 

Moscow: 1991, Vol. n, pp. 987-988. In Russian. , 

The author describes how Byzantine coins were discovered in Armenia and reported to 
the State Museum of Armenian History. To this group belongs the nearly 4000 
Byzantine gold coins accumulated in the Museum. The oldest coin is given to Emperor 
Leo I (454-474), and the latest, to Emperor Romanus IV (1067-1071). YTN 

^bgjibmlfp Ifp b^mpmgpf; pt fib^u p^gmbgmljmb gpmJbbp gmbnumb hi f mjmummb/, 
mbgbbmgpnumb ^mjmummbf, <IlmmJn L pbmb <1 h u, m Ijmb pmbgmpmbf,bi U.JU juniJpJA fa njmmlpu- 
bbb xfoiniuunpujuftu 4000 p (, ugmbgm Ijmb nu^k gpmJbbpp, npnbp tmumpnumb bb p mb gm p mb f, 

ftfi ifmgmgnjbgpmJp mpnumb L^b U. IfUJjubp (454-474), ujJbiiunuj^ fbnif.uinu 9- k w i u ffP 
(1067-1071)= 

9 SARYAN, Levon A. Armenia on the Threshold of Independence: Commemorative 
Coins Reflect Past Heritage, Present Difficulties, by Leon A. Saryan. NI Bulletin, Vol. 
XXVni (December 1993), No. 12, p. 281-289, illus.. 

See Armenian Numismatic Journal, Ser. I, Vol. XIX (1993), No. 4, p. 88, abstract 14. 

10 SARYAN, Levon A. Armenia: 1991-93 Market Price Survey Explores Specialty 
Difficult to Update in Catalog, by L. A. Saryan. World Coin News, Vol. XX (6 December 

Saryan survey s ? ^orld^oin News weekly paper from 1991 to A^ 93 for 
Armenian coins. In a tabulated format he gives the prices for 22 different coin types 

issued by 1 1 Artaxiad and Roupenian Armenian kings. Y 1 ^ 

1) u> pbtuh bp piik World Coin News ^p^p^pbpPp 1991-^ 1993 

gpunfibpnL. u,p<H;^pnJb <a ,Ju,pi Ug^^Ab Ifnuiniuj 11 dpu, us^ub mb nu ftn.p&bmh tmj 
Pmgu.unpbbpnu ^ngJI; pngu, plfnmub 22 mmppbp gpmifbbpnu uipift^bpp, 
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ANA ANS ArmNS IBNS RNS SAN 

1994 Bulletin No. 16 

Supplement C 

Bank Notes of Republic of Armenia (1993) 

21 1. Includes 10, 25, 50, 100, 200 drams, UNC, 5 pieces 032.00 

Postage stamps of Republic of Armenia (1992) 

212. AT&T, international telecommunication, each stamp 005.50 

213. One set of 3 stamps, Mt. Ararat and Armenian flag, includes 0.20, 2.00, 5.00 units 008.50 

21 4. Same as above, but one full sheet, contains 20 sets of each 3 denominations 1 1 5.00 

215. First day of cancellation (FDC), includes stamps listed above 01 0.00 

21 6. Same as above, but one full sheet, contains 15 sets of each 4 denominations 125.00 

21 7. First day of cancellation (FDC), includes 4 stamps listed above 01 1 .25 

218. Souvenir sheet, commemoration of the 175th anniversary of the birth of the famous Armenian artist 

Hovhannes Aivazovsky, 7.00 units (post paid) 005.75 

Postage stamps of Republic of Armenia (1993) 

219. Culture issue (4 stamps), 0.40, 0.80, 3.60, 5.00 units (post paid) 05.50 

220. FDC, Culture issue (4 stamps), 0.40, 0.80, 3.60, 5.00 units, (post paid) 08.25 

221. David of Sassoun souenir sheet, 12.00 units (post paid) 09.50 

222. Landscapes issue (5 stamps), 0.40, 0.80, 3.60, 5.00, 12.00 units (post paid) 05.50 

223. FDC, Landscapes issue (5 stamps), 0.40, 0.80, 3.60, 5.00, 12.00 units (post paid) 08.25 

224. Philatelic exhibition issue (1 stamp), no unit printed on stamp (post paid) 02.25 

225. FDC, Philatelic exhibition issue (1 stamp), no unit printed on stamp (post paid) 06.75 

226. Philatelic exhibition issue, Souvenir sheet (6 stamps), no unit printed on stamp (post paid) 09.50 

227. Definitive issue (3 stamps), 1 .00, 3.00, 20.00 units (post paid) 02.25 

Postage stamps of Republic of Mountainous Karabagh (1993) 

228. Medium size booklet: 1 set of stamps, FDC, 1 perforated and 1 imperf souvenir sheet 60.00 

229. Full size booklet: 1 set of stamps, FDC, 1 perf and 1 imperf souvenir sht, 1 set sheetlet of 8 stamps 1 50.00 

230. 1 sheet set of stamps 325.00 

231. 1 perforated souvenir sheet (postpaid) 10.00 

232. 1 impererforated souvenir sheet (postpaid) 16.00 

233. 1 set of sheetlet of 8 stamps 70.00 

Postage Stamps Relating to Armenia and Armenians 

234. St. Nerses Shnorhali stamps issued by Vatican, set of three 06.50 

235. St. Nerses Shnorhali as above but corner block of four for three sets 32.50 

236. Stamps of Soviet Armenia: M. Sarian, Erebouni, Lenin Square, Etchmiadzin, D. Anhaght, A. 

Khachadourian, Matenadaran, William Saroyan 10.00 

237. Corner block of four, Soviet Armenia stamps of M. Sarian, Erebouni, Lenin Square, Etchmiadzin, D. 

Anhaght, A. Khachadourian, Matenadaran, each type 06.00 

238. W. Saroyan, USSR, full sheet of 50 stamps 60.00 

239. William Saroyan, USA-USSR, first day cover issued by Ararat Guild 15.00 

240. William Saroyan, USA-USSR, Balloon cover, Balloon Post Yerevan-Leninakan 35.00 

241 . USSR, for Armenian earthquake victims, one full sheet, contains nine blocks of four (M) 60.00 

242. USSR, for Armenian earthquake victims, FDC, Moscow cancellation, consists of three envelopes.... 08.00 

243. Republic of Cyprus, Armenian earthquake stamp first day cover (FDC) 05.00 

244. Armenian Genocide Cachet-Cover (1990) Issued by Greater Detroit 75th Commemoration Committee 

(Proceeds to ArmNS), postpaid 02.30 

Shipping extra California residents please add appropriate sales tax May 1 994 
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EDITORIAL 

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS AND ARMENIAN COINS 


Modem scientific methods of chemical analysis help scholars non-destructively to 
determine the composition of an alloy. Numismatists, metallurgists, and chemists 
have pooled their talents to subject ancient coins to various types of chemical analyses. 

Metallurgical and chemical investigation is a modem technical method, developed 
during the past three decades, to study the alloy of coins. Prior to this, the best non 
destructive approach was the specific gravity method invented two thousand years ago 
by Archimedes. Using the specific gravity procedure, Armenian numismatists were able 
to provide fairly accurate data on the fineness of silver coins. However, the specific 
gravity method cannot provide the alloy composition of a coin. 

When Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian composed his classic book. Coinage of Cilcian Armenia, 
the present high technology methods of analyzing silver and copper were not available. 
Using the specific gravity method, in spite of its shortcomings, Bedoukian determined 
the fineness of more than two hundred silver coins of Roupenian kings and published 
them in his book. Furthermore, he solved some complex numismatic problems, i.e., 
differentiated between the takvorins (debased silver) of Gosdantin III and Gosdantin IV. 

In the Sibilian Centennial Memorial volume ( ANJ IV — 1978) Dr. D. M. Metcalf 
pionered a paper on the study of the alloy of Armenian silver coins. Here the 
metallurgical composition of the silver trams of kings Levon I and Hetoum I of Cilician 
Armenia were subjected to chemical analyses by using a low-powered focusing 
spectrometer. 

In this issue of Armenian Numismatic Journal three papers are offered to our readers 
where Armenian coins and artifacts, discovered with a hoard of Hetoum-Zabel trams, 
have been extensively subjeced to chemical analyses by using SEM-EDS (scanning 
electron microscopy with energy dispersive X-ray spectrometer). This method of study, 
obviously, is more scientific than examining a coin by scratching its edge. 

It is our earnest desire that what has been accomplished by Dr. P. Z. Bedoukian and 
Dr. D. Metcalf, and the effort undertaken to perform the tests for the preparation of the 
papers presented in this issue of Armenian Numsmatic Journal will be only the initial 
steps for Armenian numismatics to adopt these type of tests and analyze Armenian 
coins. During the past one hundred fifty years the Armenian numismatics has made 
great strides, but compared to what can be accomplished between now and another one 
and a half century from now, one humbly can admit that only the surface of Armenian 
numismatics has been sctrached yet. 

Y. T. Nercessian 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Society, 
an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico 
Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Editors, 
Levon A. Saryan (Greenfield, Wl) and Henry Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subscriptions 
(individuals and institutions) $12.50 per year. Back issues available. 
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Editor's Note: In reference to the article on "A Hoard of «Silver» Coins of Tigranes II," 
coin No. 2 should be die 3; Nos. 3, 3a, 4 should be die 5; Nos. 5, 6 should be die 7. 

LETTERS 

May I suggest to the Society a way of increasing membership. It would be a good idea 
to hand out membership applications after church on Sundays and at church functions. 
Also, (we should] talk about and get members of other coin clubs interested in the 
Society. 

Manuel Panossian 
Newtown Square, PA 

nony-mn Bawe nrobesHoe nucbMO n 
fl oMeHb bnaronapeH BaM 3a aobpbie 

I. Dobrovolskii 

Hermitage Museum, St. Petersbourg 

Readers of Armenian Numismatic Journal owe you a debt of gratitude for the 
excellent coverage of Armenian coin auctions you have provided over the years. With 
this information conveniently summarized on these pages, collectors can make 
informed decisions about prospective coin purchases and auction strategy. 

Those who are puzzled by the outcome of these sales are not alone. What a coin brings 
at auction indicates what the final bidder had to pay to obtain it, but this may have 
little relation to its actual value. Auctions have a dynamic of their own which an 
experienced auctioneer will exploit to maximize the total yield. 

Several factors which can influence the outcome of an auction as a whole or any 
individual lot recently noted by writer David Kenny in a letter to Numismatic News 
(April 12, 1994, p. 6): 

1. Who and how many bidders participate in the auction and their knowledge. 

2. Whether the bidders are collectors (buying for their personal collections) or dealers 
(buying for resale. 

3. How much money the bidders have to spend, and the financial ability of competi- 
tors for any particular lot. Participation of wealthy bidders invariably inflates the 
end result. 

4. How well the sale (or any particular lot) has been promoted beforehand. Good pub- 
licity in connection with a major numismatic show can enhance the final outcome. 

5. Political and financial news immediately preceding the sale. 

6. The description of the lot (including quality of the photograph, accuracy of the 
attribution, rarity, condition, and estimated price). 

7. The position of the lot (near the beginning can be good or bad depending on the sale). 

8. The coin's pedigree of previous owners, including whether the coin has been 
previously advertised, published, or exhibited. Famous previous owners tend to 
bring higher prices. 

9. The number and quality of similar competing pieces in the same or recent 

auctions. , 

10. Whether the coin has been placed in an appropriate sale for its type, rarity, ana 

value. 

Collectors may find it worthwhile to contemplate the role which these factors might 
play next time they participate in an auction sale. 

L. A. Saryan 
Greenfield, WI 

Editor's Not©: As long as there are two collectors who want the same coin, they make the 
market and establish a new price strata The bottom line is the same, supply and demand 
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A MICROCHEMICAL INVESTIGATION OF 
SUSPECTED PLATING ON 

THIRTEENTH-CENTURY ARMENIAN SILVER TRAMS 


Scientific progress has placed several new analytical tools at the disposal of 
numismatists and archaeologists, which make it possible to study in great detail the 
chemical composition of ancient coins 1 and other types of artifacts. 2 Such studies can 
shed new light on early technologies, cultural interrelations, and historic and economic 
events. Often, modern instrumentation makes it possible to analyze objects for 
elemental composition in a completely non-destructive fashion. Despite the virtually 
limitless potential of such techniques, only a handful of reports examining Armenian 
artifacts have been published. 3 

Over the years, a few apparently genuine thirteenth-century Armenian silver coins 
have been found whose external appearance strongly suggests that they are plated; i.e., 
composed of an outer layer of silver with an interior core of base metal, possibly copper. 
Metallurgical confirmation of the existence of such silver-plated Armenian coins would 
be noteworthy, since no such coins were reported by Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian in his 
landmark 1962 study on medieval Cilician Armenian coinage, 4 5 nor have any been 
published subsequently. 6 

This study reports the results of microchemical analysis of five thirteenth-century 
Armenian silver trams. Through the courtesy of Nebraska numismatist Robert Kutcher, 
we were generously permitted to study one apparently plated coin of Hetoum I, together 
with a genuine (control) coin of the same type of apparently good silver originating 
from the same hoard. Three contemporaneous Armenian silver coins from the author's 
collection (normal trams of Levon I and Hetoum I, and another apparently plated tram 
of Hetoum I ) were included in the study. All coins were analyzed non-destructively 
using scanning electron microscopy combined with elemental analysis using energy 
dispersive X-ray spectrometry (SEM-EDS). Subsequently, a small wedge from each of 
Kutcher's two coins was removed, embedded in plastic, and examined along the freshly 
exposed interior surface using SEM-EDS and microscopie metallography to characterize 
the interior metallic composition and alloy structure of these coins. 


1 See, for example, the two volumes published by the Royal Numismatic Society: E. T. Hall and D. M. 
Metcalf, eds., Methods of Chemical and Metallurgical Investigation of Ancient Coinage (London, 1 972) and 
D. M. Metcalf and W. A. Oddy, eds., Metallurgy in Numismatics, Vol. I (London, 1980). 

2 See, for example, Ralph O. Allen, ed., Archaeological Chemistry IV (Washington, 1989), the fourth in a 
series of symposium proceedings describing the application of modern techniques to a variety of 
archaeological questions. 

3 D. M. Metcalf, “The Alloy of the Thirteenth-Century Silver Coinage of Cilician Armenia," Armenian 
Numismatic Journal, Ser. I, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 57-66; L. A. Saryan, "Chemical Composition of Armenian 
Coins," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Ser. I, Vol. XII (September 1986), No. 3, pp. 22-29; L. A. Saryan, 
"Unravelling the Colors of the Past," Ararat, Vol. XXVI (Summer 1985), No. 3 (103), pp. 62-63; Mary V. Orna 
and Thomas F. Mathews, “Uncovering the Secrets of Medieval Artists," Analytical Chemistry, Vol. LX, No. 1, 
(1988), pp. 47A ff. 

4 Paul Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (New York, 1 962). 

5 In Bedoukian's revised edition of Coinage of Cilician Armenia (Danbury, CT, 1979), pp. xxxia-xxxie, a 
review of publications on Armenian numismatics before 1962 and 1979 reveals no published literature on 
plated coins; neither does a review of the index for volumes I through XV of Armenian Numismatic Journal. 
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Historical background 

The reigns of King Levon I (1198-1219) and King Hetoum I (1226-1270) represent the 
political and economic apogee of Cilician Armenia. 6 In the year 1080 AD, an Armenian 
barony was established in Cilicia (located in south central Asia Minor) by Levon's 
ancestor Roupen I. During the last decade of the twelfth century, through Levon's 
determined effort, the barony was transformed into a kingdom. Taking advantage of 
his favorable geographical position on the Mediterranean seacoast, as well as his 
political and military strength, Levon vigorously promoted commerce between southern 
Europe and Asia. Cilicia became the meeting point of caravans from the East and 
maritime traders from Venice, Genoa, and other western Mediterranean cities. 
Armenia imposed duties on imported goods and commercial transactions. The revenues 
helped to strengthen the country against foes, such as the Seljuq Turks who inhabited 
central Asia Minor, and Mamluks of Egypt. The Armenians provided aid to the 
Crusaders and, by their presence as a strong bulwark on the northern frontier, shielded 
the Latin kingdoms of the Levant from Seljuq attack. Levon's successor, Hetoum I, 
expanded Armenia's international position by pursuing a far-sighted alliance with the 
Mongols. Hetoum and his emissaries nearly succeeded in converting the Mongols to 
Christianity. With Mongol aid, Hetoum was able to neutralize the Seljuq threat, and for 
several years also held the Mamluks at arm’s length. In the year 1266, while the 
Armenian king was away on a mission to the Mongols, the Crusader states and 
Armenia were attacked and pillaged by a large Mamluk army. As Bedoukian so 
eloquently puts it, this "was a disaster from which the Armenians never fully 
recovered." 7 

Levon understood that political and economic independence were inseparable. 
Accordingly, one of his first acts as king was to reorganize and expand the Armenian 
mint. Previously, the mint had struck only rare copper coins, but after Levon s 
coronation an extensive issue of silver coins in several designs and denominations 
poured forth. 8 Using specific gravity measurements, Bedoukian demonstrated that the 
metallurgical quality of the silver coinage of both Levon and Hetoum adhered to a high 
standard, 9 a fact which was subsequently confirmed by Metcalf using microchemical 
analysis. 10 The standard silver denomination was the tram, which weighed 
approximately 2.7 to 3.1 grams, measured 20-23 millimeters in diameter, and contained 
between 91 and 95 percent silver. Coins were hammer-struck between engraved bronze 
dies, of which several were prepared for each king. Trams were equivalent to the 
standard dirham of the Arabs and far superior to the tiny debased demers used by the 
Crusaders. Consequently, they were readily accepted in commercial transactions. 
Heretofore, there has been no published evidence that any reduction of weight or silver 
fineness took place during the reigns of Levon and Hetoum, despite severe 
circumstances at the end of Hetoum's reign when political conditions might have 
compelled such a measure. 

Coins of the Cilician Armenian rulers are often unearthed in huge hoards which 
eventually reach the international numismatic market, where they find avid collectors. 
After several centuries of burial, these coins may show the effects of long exposure to 
soil and moisture, such as corrosion, pitting, discoloration, and encrustation with 
surface deposits. To make them more attractive to collectors, coins are sometimes 
cleaned of surface dirt and deposits to reveal a lustrous metallic surface. Over the years, 


6 See Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia (1979), pp. 9-12 and passim .; also Sirarpie Der Nersessian, 
“The Kingdom of Cilician Armenia" in Kenneth M. Setton, eds., A History of the Crusades, Vo . 
(Philadelphia, 1962), pp. 630-659. 

7 Bedoukian (1 962), p. 1 1 . 

8 Bedoukian (1962), pp. 76-82 and passim. 

9 Bedoukian (1962), pp. 108-112 and passim. 

10 Metcalf (1978) op. cit. 
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perhaps as many as 50,000 medieval Armenian silver coins have found their way into 
public and private collections. 

The coins 

In 1986, Nebraska numismatist Robert Kutcher generously suggested and offered for 
chemical analysis two trams originally derived from a mixed hoard of several hundred 
medieval Armenian coins. 11 One of these was a silver tram of Hetoum I which, although 
tarnished, appeared to be struck from good silver; the other was a similar Hetoum I tram 
which appeared upon visual examination to have been plated: grayish outer layer (silver 
or perhaps tin) which in places had fallen away, revealing a black layer (suspected to be 
oxidized copper or mercury) underneath, and a copper core. A few similar pieces were 
found by Kutcher among the genuine coins in his hoard. Perhaps these coins had been 
struck on flans of base metal, probably copper, and coated with silver, during a period of 
distress, or alternatively the coins were of good silver but had suffered unusual 
corrosion as a consequence of burial. Confirmation of the existence of authentic plated 
medieval Armenian coins would be an important new discovery. 

Visual examination of Kutcher's coins showed that each had developed a blue-violet 
tarnish over centuries of storage. Initially, the coins were studied as received, with no 
cleaning or alteration whatsoever. No attempt was made to remove surface deposits. To 
provide a meaningful basis for comparison, three contemporaneous coins from the 
author's collection (obtained from other sources) were included. Two were cleaned 
silver trams of Levon I and Hetoum I as purchased, and the third was a tram of Hetoum 
I with superficial pitting that resembled corroded areas on Kutcher's "plated" coin. 

The coins are described in detail below (Plate VII): 

Coin 1. Hetoum I, standard silver tram from Kutcher collection No. 6, Bedoukian 
classification 1215 variant (star under lion), ... Vu U.3/4blfrnMT ffrUR-UbflP 4, 3.11 

g., 22 mm diameter, with strong blue to purple tarnish covering both surfaces. This coin 
is sometimes referred to herein as the "control" coin. SEM-EDS was used to study two 
selected areas on the reverse of this coin: one in the field above the lion's flank, and 
another on the flank surface, a high point where surface dirt had been worn off. The 
coin was later sectioned for analysis of interior composition and metallography. 

Coin 2. Hetoum I, standard silver tram from the Kutcher collection No. 511, Bedoukian 
1224 (star under lion), LUPnan rm/u U3/4b^nMT ffr...np 4U, 2.57 g., 22 mm diameter, 
with a strong blue to purple tarnish on both faces. This piece is sometimes referred to as 
the "plated" coin. This coin is apparently plated with several areas on both surfaces 
showing metal broken away revealing a black grainy surface beneath. Three reverse 
areas on this coin were selected for study: an area on the lion's flank where the metal 
was intact, and two separate areas near the edge where the "plating" had worn away 
revealing a black grainy layer. This coin was also sectioned for determination of 
interior composition and metallography. 

Coin 3. Levon I, standard silver tram, Bedoukian 557 similar, fcMJ. c tUhnP 

4U3n6/bUPnanNfrfVu uusn-trn3, 2.787 g., 22 mm diameter, purchased in 1988 with clean 
surfaces, LS collection. A single pinhead size area in the field to the left of the king's 
head was selected for surface analysis using SEM-EDS. 

Coin 4. Hetoum I, standard silver tram, Bedoukian 1261, bUPnTnhO’Ku US/ALf^flMT 
O-UTUbflP 43, 2.90 g., 22 mm diameter, purchased in 1986 with clean surfaces, LS 
collection. One area was selected for SEM-EDS surface analysis, a pinhead size spot in 
the reverse inscription circle where the inscription is flat. 


11 Robert R. Kutcher, private communications to L. A. Saryan, dated July 30, 1986 and August 21, 1986. 
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Coin 5. Hetoum I, standard silver tram, Bedoukian 993 variety, qu.Pfl'LnhO'b'u'u U.3 
ffrU^URnP 4U, 3.032 g., 22 mm diameter, purchased in 1988, LS collection. 
This coin has a grayish-black patina in the fields and numerous small pits, especially 
on the obverse. In several places the pitting appears to penetrate a plated surface coating. 
Three areas on the obverse were selected for SEM-EDS study: an area free of pitting 
between the king and queen, an area near the first except within a pit, and an area on 
the queen's gown within a larger pit. 

Surface analysis using SEM-EDS 

It was decided that all coins at hand should be studied using a completely non- 
destructive methodology, followed later by destructive analysis as necessary to confirm 
and extend the findings. Accordingly, each coin was first analyzed for surface 
chemical composition by SEM-EDS using no prior cleaning or surface preparation 
whatsoever. Later, coins 1 and 2 were sectioned and a small piece of each was embedded 
in plastic, enabling the coin to be examined for interior alloy composition by the same 
methodology and metallographically for alloy structure. 

SEM-EDS is a totally non-destructive analytical method used by metallurgists to 
study the chemical composition and behavior of metals. 12 This procedure can detect and 
quantify elements (above atomic number 10) which are present at a concentration of 
approximately 0.1% or greater. The maximum depth of X-ray penetration in a metallic 
alloy of this type would be about 1-2 microns (0.001-0.002 millimeters). The purpose of the 
initial study was to ascertain quantitatively which elements were present and any 
unusual chemical differences between suspect and authentic coins. 

SEM-EDS is commonly used in metallurgical investigations. The analyses were 
performed at Midwest Research Technologies (now Aspen Consulting, Inc.) using a 
JEOL JSM 35C (Japan Electron Optics Laboratory USA, Peabody, MA) scanning electron 
microscope equipped with a Noran 5502 (Northern Scientific, Middleton, WI) energy 
dispersive X-ray detector. The aperture of the microscope vacuum chamber is large 
enough to admit objects measuring up to about 2 inches in diameter. No preliminary 
preparation or mounting of the sample was necessary for this phase of the study, nor are 
the coins altered in any way by the procedure. The coins are simply removed from their 
storage envelopes, placed on a sample holder and inserted into the instrument. 

In the SEM, an image of the coin is first generated. The coin is positioned in the 
target area of a vacuum chamber and bombarded with a beam of electrons generated 
within the instrument. A series of electromagnetic lenses focuses this primary beam to a 
fine point on the surface of the sample. This spot diameter can be varied, for high 
resolution imaging it is typically less than 2 nanometers. The spot is moved across the 
sample surface by means of electromagnetic scanning coils. By rastering this beam 
back and forth, an area of the sample may be surveyed. 

An image of the coin is formed by collecting low energy electrons generated by the 
collision of the primary electron beam with the sample. These detected electrons are 
processed into a signal which is sent to a cathode ray tube (CRT) display system. The 
raster of the beam is synchronized with the raster of the CRT system, thereby producing 
a high definition topographical image of the coin with all its niches and abrasions, 
desired the image may be printed as a photograph and retained. 


12 A recently published review of the various types of analytic X-ray techniques, with hundreds of 
references to recent literature covering the theory and practical applications, may be consulted in 
Torok and R. Van Grieken, "X-ray Spectrometry," Analytical Chemistry, Vol. LXVI (June 15, 1994), No. 12, 
pp. 186R-206R. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XX (1994) 


A Microchemical Investigation of Thirteenth-Century Armenian Trams 49 

A second result of the collision of the primary electron beam with the sample is the 
generation of photons of energy in the form of X-rays. These X-rays are generated 
within the atoms of the material, and their wavelengths and energies will be dependent 
upon and characteristic of the atom from which they are generated. For example, an X- 
ray generated from a copper atom will have a different wavelength and energy than an 
X-ray generated from a silver atom. In an alloy of silver and copper, X-rays of 
wavelengths and energies characteristic of both silver and copper will be generated in 
proportion to their relative abundance in the surface of the material being studied. By 
detecting the X-rays generated and sorting them by their energies, the different 
elemental constituents of the coin being investigated can be determined. The number of 
X-rays generated by each element enables the composition of the coin surface to be 
ascertained. The process is complicated and requires computer processing to achieve 
accurate results. 

The size of the area examined can be controlled by the size of the primary beam 
raster, thus both the magnification of the image (10X to 100,000X) and the area 
elementally analyzed can be selected. Thus it is possible to obtain a general surface 
composition as well as a separate analysis of impurities or inclusions on the surface of 
the coin. The SEM-EDS method is subject to sampling error resulting from non- 
homogeneous distribution of the alloy components and irregular surface contamination. 

Although SEM-EDS enables one to obtain a fairly accurate surface analysis up to a 
depth of 1 to 2 microns, it must be remembered that the chemical makeup of the surface 
may not always reflect the bulk or internal composition of an object. In the case of 
ancient coins, which may be contaminated with soil or have an oxidized surface which 
may not be representative of the original intended composition of the coin, care must be 
taken in the interpretation of the results. 

In this case, since a surface phenomenon is under study, surface analysis of this type 
was considered pertinent to the question being investigated. If the decision is made to 
sacrifice a coin for destructive analysis, the coin may be cross sectioned to reveal an 
internal surface free of contamination and corrosion. 

Results of surface analysis 

The composition of selected surface areas of each coin is presented in Table I. This 
data, first of all, confirms the findings of both Metcalf and Bedoukian regarding the 
fineness of the thirteenth-century Armenian silver coinage alloy. Also, the utility and 
approximate validity of SEM-EDS measurements is determined on coin surfaces tested 
"as they come" without any treatment whatsoever. On coins S and 4, which were 
received in cleaned condition, the percentages of silver, copper, lead, and gold fall 
within the expected range of values for the silver coinage of Levon I and Hetoum I. The 
same is approximately true for areas on those coins suspected to be false (black grainy 
region, or within pits). The chemical analysis in these cases shows a slightly decreased 
proportion of silver, but silver remains the predominant element present with at best 
only a small increase in the proportion of copper. 

It is worth noting that silicon, aluminum, sulfur, chlorine, calcium, and iron are 
not likely to have been original constituents of the alloy; their presence should be 
ascribed to exposure to elements of soil and corrosion. Chlorine is probably combined 
with the silver, while silicon, calcium, and iron are adventitious contaminants 
originating from burial. The most advanced example of this phenomenon oddly enough, 
is seen in a recessed area on the field of Kutcher's genuine tram (coin 1), where the 
proportion of silver compared to the sum of silicon, aluminum, chlorine, calcium, and 
iron is nearly 1 to 1. This may be explained by the fact that the area tested was in a 
recessed area that had never been cleaned of surface contaminants. 
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TABLE I. Non-destructive coin analysis by SEM-EDS (percentage by weight) 


Metal 

Coin 1 

Coin 2 

Coin 3 

Coin 4 

Coin 5 


Control 

Control 

On 

Edge 

Edge 

Levon 1 

Hetoum 

Hetoum 

Hetoum 

Hetoum 


Area 

Area 

Lion 

Near 

Near 

Left of 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Above 

On 

Flank 

Scratch 

Scrdch 

King's 

B1261 

Obv. 

Obv. 

Obv. 


Lion 

Lion 


Area 1 

Area 2 

Face 

Rev. 

Area 1 

Area in 

Area in 


Flank 

Flank 





Worn 


Pit 1 

Pit 2 

A 1 

2.0 

0.3 

0.4 

0.3 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

0.3 

2.4 

0.6 

Si 

13.6 

1.4 

1.7 

4.8 

5.0 

0.6 

0.7 

0.7 

7.9 

2.6 

P 

1.2 

— 

— 

0.5 

0.3 

0.2 

0.4 

— 

— 

— 

S 

1.6 

0.6 

0.2 

0.5 

0.7 

0.3 

0.9 

0.1 

0.6 

0.2 

Cl 

13.8 

6.0 

3.3 

3.2 

3.0 

0.8 

0.2 

1.4 

7.4 

12.9 

Ca 

~~5A 

0.5 

0.6 

0.1 

0.2 

— 

— 

0.4 

2.2 

1.3 

Ti 

0.2 

— 

— 

— 

... 

— 

— 

0.1 

— 

0.2 

Fe 

3.1 

0.3 

0.1 

— 

0.2 

— 

— 

0.2 

2761 

0.9 

Cu 

6.8 

5.9 

1.7 

7.2 

9.3 

1.5 

5.1 

“ LO 

1.4 

0.8 

Ag 

46.3 

84.0 

90.3 

81.4 

78.5 

94.5 

90.4 

93.7 

74.5 

79.3 

Au 

0.6 

— 

0.6 

0.7 

1.8 

1.0 

1.2 

1.2 

0.9 

1.2 

Pb 

5.5 

1.0 

1.1 

1.4 

“081 

“loi 

~~L0 

0.9 

— 

— 


Cross-Sectional Analysis by SEM-EDS 

In order to examine the possibility that the slightly decreased percentage of silver in 
the lower layers of the suspect coins was evidence of a copper core, analysis of the coin 
interior was necessary. Wedge-shaped fragments about 5 mm on a side were removed 
from the edges of coins 1 and 2 using a special saw. The fragments were embedded in 
lucite plastic such that a freshly exposed cross-section of each piece could be analyzed, 
which could reflect the interior chemical makeup of the coin. The results are shown in 
Table II. 


TABLE II. SEM-EDS analyses of cross-sectioned Hetoum I trams (percentage by weight) 


Flement 1 Edge 1 Midway to center | Center 

Coin 1. Hetoum 
Ag 

I silver tram ("contro 
92.7 

1" coin) 

93.0 

92.1 

Au 

1.0 

0.8 

0.7 

Cu 

5.3 

5.1 

5.1 

Fe 

0.1 

nd 

nd 

Pb 

0.9 

1.1 

2.1 

Coin 2. Hetoum 
Ag 

I silver tram (suspect* 
92.1 

id plated coin) 
92.8 

93.1 

Au 

0.3 

0.5 

1.0 

Cu 

6.2 

5.8 

4.7 

Fe 

0.2 

nd 

nd 

Pb 

1.2 

0.9 

1.2 


The readings were taken along a freshly-exposed section cut through each coin. 
"Edge" readings were taken near the outer face of the coin; "Midway to center was 
taken at a depth approximately 1/4 of the way into the coin; Center was taken at a 
depth of 1/2 of the thickness of the coin. 

There is no substantial deviation from the predominant high fineness silver alloy 
expected for this coinage, nor any great differences between the two coins. Visual 
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inspection of the freshly exposed surfaces of each coin show no evidence of copper 
coloration, but rather give the appearance of being good silver. It is clear from the data 
obtained that both the genuine control coin (coin 1) and the suspect "plated" coin (coin 2) 
are of high fineness silver alloy characteristic of the genuine trams of Levon I and 
Hetoum I. 

Metallographic study of coin cross-sections 

Finally, an investigation of alloy structure was made by metallographic analysis of 
the cross-sectioned coins 1 and 2. Photographs of the etched cross-section from coin 1 are 
shown in Figure A and Coin 2 in Figure B magnified 200X (Plate VI). The micrographs 
indicate that both coins have a thin external layer of corrosion and oxidation. The 
interiors, however, are a uniform mixture of silver and copper with smaller dark spots 
indicating tiny areas of internal oxidation and segregation of lead from the main 
silver-copper alloy. Coin 2 showed more extensive surface corrosion and oxidation; 
however, no substantial differences between the coins were observed in this test as far as 
interior alloy structure is concerned. 

Metallographic examination did indicate that each coin had a layer of surface 
corrosion penetrating to a shallow uniform depth. Such corroded areas can give 
misleading readings in SEM-EDS surface tests, indicating that for very accurate 
determinations, metallurgic tests should be made on freshly cleaned or freshly exposed 
metal surfaces. 

Discussion 

In an erudite research investigation of ancient coin plating and silvering, noted 
numismatic metallurgist Lawrence Cope points out the importance of confirming 
chemically the actual materials which compose the coin surface and interiors. "There 
has evolved, and persisted, ... an extremely vague terminology derived from only a 
sketchy knowledge of the true nature of either the coatings or the subcutaneous and 
interior metals or alloys upon which they are to be found. In consequence some 
misleading speculations have been hazarded concerning the reasons for white-metal 
coatings on ancient coins and the methods whereby they might have been either 
deliberately or accidentally produced. A proper metallurgical understanding of the 
various types of silvering is, however, beginning to emerge ... and numismatic 
implications can be much more securely based in consequence." 13 Elsewhere, Cope notes 
specifically that corrosion of silver coins may lead to surface flaking which might 
closely resemble plating. "A corrosion effect which is not uncommon with silver coins 
is that of chloride corrosion. Deceptively this corrosion product can closely resemble the 
metal itself, but a slight purple tinge can lead one to suspect it. It is very brittle, however, 
and chloridized silver coins usually crumble, or their chloridized surfaces flake 
away...." 14 This is of particular interest in our case since both coins 1 and 2 had a purple 
surface coloration as well as the presence of significant amounts of chloride on their 
surfaces (Table I). In a study of chemical changes suffered by ancient coins, two French 
scientists note that, in alloys containing lead, such as ancient and medieval silver, 
oxidation and corrosion are made easy by the fact that we are dealing with polyphase 
alloys in which lead is found in isolated grains. The ... grains of lead are more easily 
attacked." 15 

Conclusion 

This study confirms previous studies regarding the high fineness of the silver trams 
of Levon I and Hetoum I of Cilician Armenia. 


13 Lawrence Cope, "Surface-silvered Ancient Coins" in Hall and Metcalf, op. cit., p. 261. 

14 Lawrence Cope, "The Metallurgical Analysis of Roman Imperial Silver and Aes Coinage," in Hall and 
Metcalf, op. cit., p. 12. 

5 J. Condamin and M. Picon, "Changes Suffered by Coin in the Course of Time and Influence of These on 
the Results of Different Methods of Analysis" in Hall and Metcalf, op. cit., p. 53. 
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Under conditions of soil burial or submersion in water, coins may become corroded 
on their surfaces. This corrosion often leaves the appearance of a layer of plating on the 
coin, leading to unwarranted conclusions about the coin's numismatic origin. This 
study indicates that, despite deceptive appearances of surface plating, at least two such 
coins (coins 2 and 5) from the reign of Hetoum I were struck from the proper alloy 
composition. Authentic plated Cilician Armenian silver coins may exist, but their 
actual structure must be confirmed by metallurgical analysis. 

LEVON A. SARYAN, Ph.D. 
ROBERT F. DRAGEN 
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Llu.pu.jp/, L nuuu,u i u J u,i i bpu Jt ^p SEM-EDS (scanning electron microscopy with energy 
dispersive X-ray spectrometry): 
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PuipJopfr Jbplfiuguib gpwjpu bgbppf,ii J uilfb pb uiib p p iinjiiuflju piii. n.bguii, SEM-EDS 
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COPPERrSURFACED ARMENIAN COINS 


Introduction 

Coins which appear to be silver-plated, silver-surfaced, or white-metal surfaced have 
been noticed several times among the large hoards of the Cilician Armenian kings. 
The writer has quite a few Cilician Armenian silver coins (takvorins) belonging to the 
late rulers, where genuine coins appear to be silver-surfaced, perhaps accidentally. No 
numismatic literature has made mention of such Armenian coins heretofore. 

At least eight fourr^e or silver-surfaced tetradrachms of Tigranes II have been noted 
in literature pertaining to ancient Armenian coins. 1 The prevailing opinion is that 
these fourr6e tetradrachms were deliberately silver-surfaced; some have even suggested 
that they might be contemporary forgeries. Strangely, not even a single fourr^e drachm 
of Tigranes II is reported. 2 

Investigations of silver-surfaced or plated coins have been made by William 
Campbell, 3 Lawrence H. Cope 4 and Warren Esty. 5 These studies mostly concern 
processes by which silver-surfaced coins may be made, whereas this study concerns 
coins which might become electroplated accidentally. 

A related question is the existence of copper coins struck with the dies of silver 
coins. 6 This has been reported several times by Paul Z. Bedoukian. In these cases, it is 
not known whether all of these coins are copper or copper-plated silver, nor do we know 
the composition of the core alloy. Until now, these coins have not been subjected to 
chemical analysis. Often they are examined by scratching the edge. 

A few years ago, the writer acquired a very corroded and oxidized copper piece. The 
unusual appearance of this coin forced some research and investigation. The coin was 
struck with the dies for silver takvorins of King Levon III (1301-1308) of Cilician 
Armenia 7 (equestrian obverse, lion reverse). The newly acquired copper piece resembles 
silver takvorins, not coppers of this king. However, exactly similar dies do not exist in 
Bedoukian nor in the Levon III takvorin hoards described by Nercessian, 8 or Saryan 
and Hajinian. 9 


1 P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia (London, 1978), pp. 54-55, Nos. 43-48. 

2 ibid., Nos. 49-90. 

3 W. Campbell, Greek and Roman Plated Coins, (New York, 1933). 

4 L. H. Cope, "Silver-Surfaced Ancient Coins," Methods of Chemical and Metallurgical Investigation of 
Ancient Coinage (London, 1972), pp. 260-278. 

5 w. Esty, "The Contribution of Surface-Silvering to Silver Content," Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. 151 
(1991), pp. 226-228. 

6 P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia [henceforth CCA] (New York, 1962), p. 289, No. 1421 
(struck with Hetoum-Zabel tram die, 4.60 g.); p. 364, No. 1936 (struck with Oshin takvorin die, 2.58 g.); pp. 
406-407, Nos. 2217-2237 (struck with Gosdantin IV takvorin dies, 1.57 to 2.25 g.); Armenian Numismatic 
Journal, Series I, Vol. XVI (1990), pp. 16-19 (struck with Hetoum II billon die, 0.96 g.); Selected Numismatic 
Studies (Los Angeles, 1981), p. 248, No. 1 17 (struck with Levon the Usurper takvorin die, 1.4 g.). 

7 P. Z. Bedoukian, CCA, pp. 336-353, Nos. 1734-1839. 

8 Y. T. Nercessian, "A Hoard of Levon III Takvorins," Armenian Numismatic Journal, Series I, Vol. XVIII 
(1992), pp. 3-14. 

9 L. A. Saryan and Ch. A. Hajinian, "Another Hoard of Levon III Takvorins," Armenian Numismatic Journal, 
Series I, Vol. XVIII (1992), pp. 15-24. 
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Copper-Surfaced Armenian Coins 


Description of the coin 

Obv.: The king is on horseback to right, holding the reins with his left hand, and with 

his right, a cross with one arm which extends over his shoulder. The obverse 
circular Armenian inscription reads, 

+lbwru (frUftUbnP 4.U3D8 (Levon king of the Armenians). 

Rev.: The Armenian lion is walking right and facing right with an ornamental cross 

behind him. Dot under lion. The reverse circular Armenian inscription reads, 
-t-Cbbtl b •RU.ftU'RP b UhUb (struck in the city of Sis). 

2.89 g. /2.53 g. after cleaning, Bed. 1753V. 

Since the coin was corroded and slightly oxidized, there was the possibility that 
cleaning would reveal its metal fabric. The coin was covered with aluminum foil on 
both sides and submerged in white kitchen vinegar (5 percent acetic acid) for 5 minutes 
with no change, and then 10 minutes more, with no change. It was boiled for 5 minutes 
with no change, and continued boiling for 10 minutes, still with no change. After 20 
minutes of boiling, the vinegar began to acquire a greenish color. The process was 
terminated. The oxidation had disappeared and corroded pores were now apparent on 
both sides of the coin. The weight of the coin prior to cleaning was 2.89 grams; after 
cleaning it was reduced to 2.53 grams. Still, there was no indication that the coin is 
made of any metal other than copper. A very sharp razor blade was touched to the edge of 
the coin at four points. White silver-like metal appeared. The preliminary assumption 
was that the core of the coin was silver and the surface was copper. 

Numismatic research indicated that debased silver coins can acquire a coating of 
copper. Earle R. Caley 10 describes an experiment where he tries to restore badly-corroded 
Roman coins. Twenty-five silver coins were suspended with copper wires within two 
percent sodium hydroxide solution and connected to the cathode side of the bath, 
electrolyzed at low D.C. current and voltage until free from corroded matter. Twenty- 
three coins of the lot were disfigured with copper coatings ranging from small isolated 
spots to completely copper-plated coins. According to Caley, the same effect would take 
place when silver coins with copper incrustations are accidentally placed in the bath 
along with the copper coins. * 11 

The subject coin was discussed with a few veteran numismatists. Their comments 
indicated that if a silver coin was buried together with copper coins for several 
centuries, it is possible that a silver coin may become copper-surfaced as a result of an 
electrolytic process. 

Two numismatic colleagues, Dr. D. M. Metcalf and Dr. L. A. Saryan were contacted 
since they had extensive experience in studying the alloy of Armenian silver coinage. 
Dr. Metcalf recommended 12 possibly using X-ray fluorescence or preferably electron 
probe microanalysis. Dr. Saryan offered his assistance in determining the chemical 

composition. 13 


10 E. R. Caley, "The Deposition of Metallic Copper on Antique Silver Coins During Electrolytic Cleaning and 
a Method for Its Removal," Technical Studies in the Field of the Fine Arts, Vol. Ill (January 1 935), No. 3, pp. 


1 23" 1 32 

11 To obtain satisfactory results for electrolytic cleaning in cyanide solution, Caley recommends that the 
silver coins be suspended on silver or platinum wires and connected to the cathode side of the bath. 

12 Private communication dated October 30, 1992. _ \/i- a 

13 1 would like to take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude to Robert F. Dragen Executive V ce 

President, Aspen Consulting, Inc., Brookfield, Wl, and my friend Levon A. Saryan who on his own initiative 
coordinated and directed the non-destructive surface analyses using SEM-EDS on coins discussed in this 
paper. Furthermore, they were kind enough to provide me a lengthy summary of the procedure written y 
Dragen and Saryan which was excerpted and reproduced in this paper. 
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Coin Analyses 

It was decided that a few additional coins should be analyzed together with the 
copper-surfaced coin of King Levon III (Plate VII). One of them should be a silver 
takvorin of Levon III and the other two, copper poghs of Gosdantin IV struck with 
takvorin dies. The takvorin specimen was chosen since on the obverse has a distinct 
yellow tint and the reverse displays silver surfacing in light-grey color which in 
certain places has fallen away revealing white silver. The poghs of Gosdantin IV were 


chosen randomly. 

Table I. Coins an 

No. Ruler CAA Type Diameter Weight 

mm gm 

alyzed 

Specific 

Gravity 

Collection 

Comments 

1 . Levon III 

1753V AE Takvorin 

22 

2.53 

6.33 

YN N4235 

No soil deposit 

2. Levon III 

1741 AR Takvorin 

20 

2.43 

9.72 

YN N2233 

No soil deposit 

3. Gosdantin IV 

2223 AE Pogh 

w/takvorin die 

20 

1.59 

8.83 

YN N0402 

No soil deposit 

4. Gosdantin IV 

2221V AE Pogh 

w/takvorin die 

21 

1.49 

8.28 

LAS 

Soil deposit 


Chemical Surface Analysis Using SEM-EDS 

Qualitative and quantitative chemical composition of the coins was determined 
using SEM-EDS (scanning electron microscopy with energy dispersive X-ra.y 
spectrometry). SEM-EDS is a totally non-destructive microanalytical procedure which is 
used by metallurgists to study the composition, structure, and chemical and physical 
behavior of metals. This method detects and quantifies elements (above atomic number 
10) which are present in a material at a concentration of approximately 0.1% or greater. 
The maximum depth of X-ray penetration in a metallic alloy such as a coin would be 1-2 
microns (0.001-0.002 millimeters). 



Fig. 1. Block diagram of test setup 
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Copper-Surfaced Armenian Coins 


Test Procedure 

Scanning electron microscope, Model JSM 35C, Japan Electron Optics Laboratory USA,. 

Peabody, MA 

Energy dispersive X-ray detector, Model Noran 5502, Northern Scientific, Middleton, W1 
Computer, Model 5500/85 PC, Tracor/Northern, Middleton, WI 
Printer, Model 8510+ dot matrix printer, C.Itoh, Tokyo, Japan 

The analyses were performed at Aspen Consulting, Inc., Brookfield, WI, using a 
scanning microscope equipped with an energy dispersive X-ray detector. The aperture of 
the microscope vacuum chamber is large enough to admit objects measuring up to about 
2 inches in diameter. No preliminary preparation or mounting of the coins was 
necessary for this study, nor are they altered in any way in the course of the test. The 
coins are simply removed from their storage envelopes, placed on a sample holder and 
inserted into the instrument. The procedure requires about 20 minutes per coin to 
complete. 


Table II. Percentage analytical data normalized to 100 weight percent 



N4235 
Obv . 

N4235 

Edge 

Scrape 

N2233 
Obv . 

N2233 
Obv . 
Between 
Heads 

N402 
Obv . 
Horse ’ s 
Head 

LAS 
Obv . 
Horse ’ s 
Head 

Al 

3 .1 

3 .6 

0 .3 

0 .2 

- 

0 .6 

Si 

O .6 

0 .4 

1 .4 

1 .2 

0 .4 

12 .9 

S 

- 

- 

0 .4 

0 .2 

15 .2 

0.5 

P 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.2 

Cl 

— 

0.2 

1 .1 

1 .1 

- 

8 .4 

Ca 

0.5 

- 

- 

0 .2 

0 .2 

2 . 1 

Cr 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fe 

0 .5 

0 .6 

- 

- 

- 

1 .1 

Cu 

43 .2 

12.1 

1 .7 

1 .5 

41 .0 

47 .2 

Zn 

47 .0 

80 .5 

0 .5 

- 

- 

- 

Ag 

0 .7 

0.4 

93 .1 

94 .2 

43 .3 

23 .8 

Pb 

4 .4 

2.2 

1.6 

1 .4 

- 

3 .2 


Coin No. 1 Obverse surface (N4235). Initially the surface of copper-surfaced coin was 
analyzed. The coin showed to have a surface composition of copper (43%) 
and zinc (47%), with traces of aluminum (3%) and lead (4%), and some 
smaller amounts of silicon, calcium, chromium, iron, silver. See Table II 
and Chart la. 

Coin No. 1 Scraped edge (N4235). The test was continued using the same coin. The coin 
was turned on its edge and the beam was focused on the scratched area 
where shiny silver-like white metal was visible. This showed -mostly zinc 
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(80%) and some copper (12%), with traces of aluminum (3%) and lead (2%), 
and some smaller amounts of silicon, chlorine, chromium, iron, and silver. 
The core of the coin is thus composed mostly of zinc. Virtually no silver or 
gold were present in the coin alloy. See Table II and Chart lb. 

Coin No. 2 Obverse (N2233). A silver takvorin of King Levon III. The beam was focused 
on the obverse surface. The coin alloy is good silver (93%), with traces of 
silicon (1%), chlorine (1%), copper (1%), and lead (1%), and some smaller 
amounts of aluminum, sulfur, and zinc. See Table II. 

Coin No. 2 Obverse between heads (N2233). The test continued on the same coin except 
now the beam is focused between the heads of the king and the horse. Again 
the coin alloy is good silver (94%), with traces of silicon (1%), chlorine (1%), 
copper (1%), and lead (1%), and some smaller amounts of aluminum, 
calcium, gold, and sulfur. See Table II and Chart 2. 

Coin No. 3 Obverse horse’s head (N402). A copper pogh struck with takvorin die; the 
beam was focused on horse s head. The coin alloy showed silver (43%), cop- 
per (41%), and a significant amount of sulfur (15%), and some smaller 
amounts of silicon, calcium, and gold. The presence of sulfur is indicative 
that the coin is tarnished which may be source of its dark-brown coloration. 
See Table II and Chart 3. 

Coin No. 4 Obverse horse's head (LAS). Another copper pogh struck with takvorin die 
was tested for copper-surface. The beam was focused on horse's head. The 
coin has more copper (47%) than silver (23%); significant levels of silicon 
(13%) and chlorine (8%) were found, and also traces of calcium (2%), iron 
(1%), lead (3%), and some smaller amounts of aluminum, sulfur, and 
phosphorus. See Table II and Chart 4. 



Chart la. (coin N4235 obv.) 
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Copper-Surfaced Armenian Coins 



Chart lb. (coin N4235 edge) 



Chart 2. (coin N2233 between heads) 
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Chart 3. (coin N402) 
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Chart 4. (coin LAS) 
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Copper-Surfaced Armenian Coins 


Although SEM-EDS enables one to obtain a fairly accurate surface analysis of the 
coin under test up to a depth of 1 to 2 microns, it must be remembered that the chemical 
makeup of the surface may not always reflect the bulk or internal composition of an 
object. In the case of ancient coins, which may be contaminated with dust, soil, or 
cleaning agents, and often have an oxidized surface which may not be representative of 
the overall or original intended composition of the coin, care must be taken in the 
interpretation of the results. 

In this case, except for the first coin, surface analyses were performed without any 
preliminary treatment of the samples. Very small areas (less than a square millimeter) 
on the coin surfaces were selected for study. 


Conclusion 

Coin No. 1 (a copper takvorin of Levon III) is a copper-surfaced coin with a core 
composed mostly of zinc. The coin appears to be a genuine struck piece. Several reasons 
could be advanced to explain why the coin was struck in zinc alloy rather than silver. 1) 
It is possible that the coins is a contemporary or later forgery. Zinc metal was known in 
India in the fourteenth century but was not used as such until about the sixteenth to 
seventeenth century, 14 although alloys of copper and zinc (brass) were known to the 
Romans and used to strike coins (orichalcum). Most likely, zinc may not have been 
available separately at this time. 2) The coin could have been produced from an old 
Roman coin or scrap possibly available in Cilicia (overstrike or recycled metal). 3) The 
recycled coin had been originally silver-plated but lost its plating over the centuries. 4) 
Possibly the coin was struck by mistake or was used as a pattern, but never recalled or 
destroyed. Regardless of what answer one prefers, it would be speculation at this point in 
time. 

Coin No. 2, a cleaned takvorin of Levon III, seems to be a good silver coin. The 
specific gravity of 9.72 also attests to this. In his classic book, Coinage of Cilician 
Armenia, Paul Z. Bedoukian charted the silver content of Levon III takvorins and gives 
a range of 50 to 56 percent silver content. 16 This coin seems to be at the high end of silver 
content. The results could reflect selective enrichment of the silver surface with 
preferential loss of copper after cleaning. Here is an area which needs more exploration 
with newly discovered takvorin hoards. 16 This takvorin did not belong to a recently 
discovered hoard of Levon III. 

Coin Nos. 3 and 4, copper poghs of king Gosdantin IV. The revelation on both of these 
coins is that they are not copper coins. Because of the black patina enveloping the coin 
they may look like one. In actuality they are billons, takvorins with much lower silver 
content. When newly struck, these coins probably resembled shiny white silver coins. 
However, due to the very poor silver content, when buried for centuries, it was tarnished 
into a very dark -brown or black color. This may also explain why some of the takvorins 
of Gosdantin IV sometimes look not silvery-white, not dark-brown, but a red color in 
between, similar to salmon-pink color. During the reign of King Gosdantin IV the 
silver content of takvorins was reduced to less than 40 percent. 17 ^ NERCESSIAN 


14 Encyclopedia Americana, Vol. 29, p. 711. Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 23, p. 968. 

15 P. Z. Bedoukian, CCA, p. 112, Graph II. 

16 See above, notes 7 and 8. 

17 P. Z. Bedoukian, CCA p. 108. 

Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XX (1994) 


Y. T. Nercessian 


61 


<nm<ms ;u,8hiuiu/b n-piurubp 

[UJi|ini|inn] ] 


1/ ft pmiift tittup ft mrumf 4bqftiimlfp ibrup pbpmu tb mil qn m tub b. opu ftqm gmb iqqlnibmj q p tit if if pi 
Uju qpmif fib miiunifnp [fb piqmpmiipp 4mplfmqpkg 4b mmqomnufb ftuii b. 4b mmpiiiinufb ftuin 'bpmif p 

qtu piinumb ^ Ijftfftlfkmii Zf tu j tu u nt mb ft flunb 9* fb m qm un p ft (1301—1308) m pb m fb fb tu qn un p fib ft 
Ifli ft pb b p n if ( A ft lu if tup bpbu, iun.fti.ir Ifiubmlf)-. X/n p Abrup pkpnumb iqqbAbmj qpmif p Ifp bifmbfi iuju 
jbm qmun p flit mpbmfb fb luqnt-n p fib fib b. n£ fblj iqqbAbmj pmpm^qjtbi 

fl pnjnuh gun. fb£ jmubfbmf if ft pwiift qpmifbbp Lu iq^mp f ifbppti.irni.fiii flunb 9- [bmqmunpft 
ufqbAmiqmm qpmif fib 4km ifftujuibqi (Juniigiff; tf fib iqfmp £ £//*"/ fLunb 9—fi m pirmfi fb m qn in p ftij 
if p , bplfnu tu j f qpmifbbp' If numiuitq ftii 9— ft i qqbAbmj tftnqkpp qm pbnumb mpitiuf b fb m qn un p fib ft 
Ifbftpbkpnifi 

9 'pmifbbpnu n p tu [pu If tuii nu pmbmlfmlfmb pfilf ft m If mb pmqmqpnufb ftub p 
qn pb mir b jn if ( qilijnq ly j b If ill p n )j if IU ii p IU q ft in 1IJ Lf if ft tu m b q nub uiuip 

inuuuiiquimifkpiu^iuifi — scanning electron microscopy with energy dispersive X-ray 

Spectrometry )i SEM-EDS mif pnqfnifftb n^-lfn pb mb m pm p J mil pm qh it m If mil pb fb m g p if pit If, 

qn pb mb n umb if bmmqm4miiiikpnu [fnqiflj n uunuifiim u ft pb piu if bmmqmAnjfbpnu pm qm q p n u jb ftuii p, 
Ifmqtfp lu pfnf ft m If mb nu if) ft qft pm If mil ifmpppi 

fi'ftu 1 qpmif p (flunb 9'- ft fbmqnun p ftii) iqqbAmiqmm qpmif if pii npnu Ifnpftqp pmqlfm gmb £ 

if kb m if m uim u jb b m if p qjtblf^i [f it III fnufbbmb qm pit numb b. 4mpmqmm t qpmif pi 

fi'fiu 2 qpmif p, fb-nii 9 ‘-ft tfmpnup fbmqnun p ftii if p, lfbpb.fi pm pApnpmlf mpbmfbbmj 

qpmif if pi U,JU qpmif ftii utbumlfmpmp bmli pnufb ftuii p Ifp 4mummmf m ju i 


n pnjnuk gmu SEM-EDS 

mbnq "fi-£m rum p m j fb ft 


'bp mtf fbftu 3 /Cl 4, Ifnummiiqftii 9'- ft iqqAbmj iftnqhppi U,ju bplfnu qpmifiib pnu jm jutimufb ftuii p 
m jil fb £ fipbiip iqqbAbmj qpmifijp ^bbi 9'pm‘ffi iqmpq ub. fumuftii iqmm&mrunif Ifp iiifmiift iqqbAfn 


/* pmlfmiinufbb mil if££ 
fbmqnun p ftititk pi 


l iip pftjniiiikp bii, £m ift mqmb g pfi£ m pb m fb ft tqmpnuiimlfnufbbmifp 

b P 'LbPUkUblU 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


11 CLASSICAL NUMISMATIC GROUP, INC. A Specialized Collection of Armenian & 
Related Coinage From Ancient to Medieval Times. Auction XXVII: A Mail Bid Auction 
Sale of Classical Coins. Quarryville, Pennsylvania: Classical Numismatic Group, 
Inc., 29 September 1993, pp. 5-25, Nos. 1-234, illus. 

Description of the following Armenian coins or coins relating to Armenia are given: 
Arsames I (ca. 240 B.C.), a bronze with equestrian reverse: Abdissares (ca. 210 B.C.), a 
bronze with eagle reverese; Tigranes I (123-96 B.C.), bronze coins displaying a branch of 
tree, and Zeus seated: Tigranes II (95-56 B.C.), tetradrachms and a drachm displaying 
the Tyche on the reverse, bronze coins displaying Tyche, Heracles, comucopiae, head of 
wheat, Nike, palm-branch, tripod, and horse: Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.), a bronze with 
Nike reverse: Tigranes III (20-8 B.C.), a bronze with eagle reverse; Tigranes IV (8-5 B.C.), 
bronze coins with Nike, Heracles, and eagle reverses: a bronze of Tigranes V (ca. AD. 6) 
and Augustus: a bronze of Mithridates Callinicus (96-70 B.C.) with eagle/palm dessign; 
Mithridates II (after 70 B.C.), a bronze with Hon reverse: an anonymous bronze: Roman 
coins relating to Armenia of the following rulers: Augustus (27 B.C. - A.D. 14), an aureus 
where the reverse displays Victory and bull and the legend ARMENIA CAPTA, a 
denarius where the reverse displays Armenian tiara, quiver and bow case and the 
legend ARMENIA CAPTA; Marcus Aurelius (161-180 A.D.), a denarius with Armenia 
seated and the legend ARMEN; a sesterius of Lucius Verus (A.D. 161-169) displaying the 
crowning of Sohemus; Umayyad and Abbasid coins bearing Arminiyah inscription of 
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the following caliphs: al-Walid bin abd al-Malik (A.H. 86-96), dirham, anonymous 
Umayyad dirhams; Sulayman, dirham; a fals under rule of Ishak ibn-Muslim; al 
Mansur (A.H. 136-158), dirhams; al-Mahdi (A.H. 158-169), dirhams; al-Hadi (A.H. 169- 
170), dirham; al-Rashid (A.H. 170-193), dirhams; al-Mutawakkil (A.H. 232-247), a gold 
dinar; al-Mu‘tazz (A.H. 251-255), dirham; al-Mu‘amid (A.H. 256-279), dirham; Islamic 
coins belonging to Seljuqs of Rum, Ilkhanids, Eretnids, Jalayrids, Qara Qoyunlu and 
Aq Qoyunlu, Safavids, Afsharids, Qajars, and Khans of Ganja; Cilician Armenia, 
baronial coppers of Roupen I (1080-1095), Toros I (1100-1123), Levon II (1187-1199); 
royal period, Levon I (1199-1218), double trams, half double trams, half trams, 
coronation trams with one and two lions, regular trams, and tanks; Hetoum I (1226- 
1271), Hetoum-Kaiqobad bilingual trams and a half tram, Hetoum-Kaikhusrew 
bilingual trams and a half tram, Hetoum-Zabel regular trams and a half tram, a tank, 
equestrian and regular kardezzes; Levon II (1270-1289), pre-coronation trams, trams 
struck in Sis and Ayas, half trams struck with tram dies, and kardezzes; Hetoum II 
(1289-1306), billons and kardezzes with king's bust facing and king seated; Smpad 
(1296-1298), a coronation tram, a regular tram and a kardez; Gosdantin I (1298-1299), a 
tram and a kardez; Levon III (1301-1307), takvorins and kardezzes; Oshin (1308-1320), 
coronation trams, takvorins, a pogh, and trams overstruck in Arabic; Levon IV (1320- 
1342), takvorins, large and small poghs, and takvorins overstruck in Arabic; Guy 
(1342-1344), takvorins; Gosdantin III (1344-1363), a takvorin with lion walking left 
struck in Tarsus and regular takvorins struck in Sis, and poghs struck in Sis; Levon the 
Usurper (1363-1365), takvorins and a pogh; Gosdantin IV (1365-1373), takvorins; Levon 
V (1374-1375), billons and a pogh. Post Roupenian copper coins. The Greek legends and 
weights of all coins are published. 

Spnt.mb bit <,bmLmf <m jlfmltmh qp uj Jh b p nL. IfmJ ^mjmummhft tjh pmph pbm f qpmJhb pnL 

hlfmpmpnLpfiLhhbpp- UpituJ U ll^upl 240 VP), ppnh q Jp iftm^mp ufmmlfb pmm JiUfn^ tfnhmlffjh 

tJpmj ■ Upqfrum p£u 210 VP), ppnhq if p mpbftL ufmm/fbpmm/iufn^ tfn.hmlff,h {piuj- Sbqpu.h 

H ( 123-96 IjP), ppnh q£ qpmJhbp npnhg ufmmlfb pnumb £ burn. L %Lu. Sfiqpu,h ft ( 96-66 

VP), ^npbpqpmJbmhhbp nL qpmfuJmhbp npnhg bmjth Ufmmlfb pnumb £ ftmfump, ppnhq^ qpmJhbp 
npnhg lfn.lt ut Lfhb pn ti# tjpmj ufmmlfb pnumb £ ftmfum, • Jm^mqh, ut J ut fib q^ft Lp, gnpbhji <mmftlf, 
8 mqPmhmlf, mpJ LULbh ft ft &/iLq, bn.nmmhft L <t(i- , UputmLmqq ft ( 56-34 VP-), ppnhq if p 
Qut'fPutltuilfl, ufmmlfbpm/tufnj lfn.hmlf(,h tjpmj. Sfttpwh 9* (20-8 It f ), ppnhq Jp npnu Ifn-hmlffth 
i[putj ufiuuiLfb pnuutb | mpbfiL., S/,qpmh 'b ( 8—6 VP-), ppnhq^ qpmJhbp npnhg buifjh ufmmlfb pnLtub 
A Bujn&ujhuib, iJmAmqh L mpb/,L. ppnhql; qpmJ Jp mpnLmb Shqp^h b~/th (8P- 6) b. 
U,Lqnumnufth. ft pnhql; qpmJ Jp WfiSpqmm If u, ff fjh f, If n u frh ( 96-70 Is-P-), m.hbhfni[ 
mpb /jl/ uj pJ ujLbh ft ufujutlfb putut fiuf- WfjApquju, P (70 jj-ft- ft- bmp), ppnhq Jp ujn.f,i-& 
mmmlfbpmm/iUfn i[ lfn.hmlffth {pujj- mhnpn; ppnhq Jp ^mjmummhf, {hpmpbpbmf SbmLhmf 

qm^tiu Lfiu fit k p n L.h <,LnJ$mlfmh qp m Jh b p p-Uuqn urn nu (27 \jft-8P- 14 ), tuupbnuu Jp np bmfih 
tqmmlfb pnumb £ 8ujqPu.hu.lf L gnLf nu fu n pmqp nu [J (tuhh £ ARMENIA CAPTA, qbhmpbnuu Jp 
npnt. but/th Ufujuilfb pnLmb l; <m j If m If uih funjp, IfmufmpA nL mqbq L fun pmqpnu/J /tLhh £ ARMENIA 
CAPTA [T ujplfnu (Jupbqjinu ( 161-180 8P), qbhmpftnuu Jp npnu bmfih hum tub £ ^mjmummhp L 
tunpu.qpnuPtu.hh t; ARMEN- 'l, nulf/,nu iibpnu/, ( 161 - 169 ) ubupbptinu Jp np Ifp ufu.mlfbpu.ght; 

UntbJnuf, Pmqmqpnu/ifp. OJmjbmh lu Upputubtuh ^bmlubmf [urn fjt^mh b p nuh qpmJhbp p npnhg 
Jpmj UpJfihu, mpimhmqpnumb t; mpmpbp^h mmnbpn tu f-[] urn fjtq p/,h mpq mf-Urnf/,# (^- 
86 - 96 ) qhptbJ. mhnpn, OJu.fbu.h q/tpAbJhbp. (Jni.fU.jJmh, q/iptbJ. $mfu Jp pfi 

(fnuufbJh bmn.mJmpni.pbmh hbppb- mf-U'mhunup, ( 4 - 136 - 158 ), qfiptbJhbp. mf-lTm^q/, ( 4 * 158 - 
169 ), qhptbJhbp. mj-lmqt, ( 4 ‘ 169 - 170 ), q/,p<bJ. mf-fim^m 170 - 193 ), qt,pC.bJhbp. mf- 
(Tni.pmnumpptif^. 232 - 247 ), nulf^ q^u,p J p- mf-Un^mq 251 - 255 ), qfiptbJ. mf-UnupmJfiq 
( 4 - 256 - 279 ), qf,p<bJ. fiUfmJmlfmh qpmJhbp t[bpmqpnumb Jbni-J f, ub fjnulfhb pnuh, /> fjumhhbpnuh, 

bnbphbqhbpnuh, Smfmjhpbmhhbpnuh, Pmpm P n j n u fnuhb p nuh L U{ pn jnuh fnuh bpnuh, 
(Jmfymubmhhbpnuh, U$ ju, p b mhh b p n uh , 9 -mhJmlff, hjmhbpnuh L Pm £m ph b p nuh- 

^mjmummh, hjfumhmlfmh L p?mh/, ufqfihAhbp fhnuptjh U~f> ( 1080 - 1095 ), frnpnu U-{, ( 1100 - 1123 ), 
Ibnh P-Ji ( 1187 - 1199 )- pmqmunpmlfmh jp^mh- JLnh U ( 1199 - 1218 ), bplfqpmJhbp, lf$u bptfqpmJhbp, 

Uu qpmJhbp, Jh L bplfni. mn/n-bn { obJmh qpmJhbp, Amumpmtf qpmJhbp L 't^‘t b p- Z,bpnuJ U 
( 1226 - 1271 ), 4 bpnuJ-pmjpnufmmt, bplffbqJhbmh qpmJhbp nL. IfjtumpmJ, Z,b pnuJ-P m j Junu pn^f 
bnbfbqnubmh qpmJhbp L lf[,umqpmJ Jp, Z,b pn^J-^muft; f/i tmumpmlf L lft;u qpmJhbp, qmhq Jp, 
AmJmp L C,mumpmlf pmpm^qhbp. JLnh ft ( 1270 - 1289 ), hmfumobJmh qpmJhbp, qpmJhbp 
Ln Juni-wb Ufiu L Ujuju, lfl;u qpmJhbp IfnfunLmb qpmJhbpnu If^bP^VH nL ^pu,t;qhbp. 

2^b p nt-J ft ( 1289 - 1306 ), p/,fnhhbp L pmpmtqhbp pmqmunpf, Amjnq Iftiumhqptinj L pmqmunp^ 
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CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF FOUR 
MEDIEVAL ARMENIAN SILVER ARTIFACTS 


Between May 1993 and July 1994, the authors were fortunate to have the opportunity to 
examine four pieces of medieval silver jewelry reported to have been discovered with a 
hoard of Cilician Armenian coins. Three bracelets and a cross were analyzed, non- 
destructively, for surface chemical composition using scanning electron microscopy 
with energy dispersive X-ray spectrometry (SEM-EDS). 

According to available information, these artifacts were found in a hoard of 810 sil- 
ver trams of Hetoum-Zabel (1226-1270 A.D.) of Cilician Armenia. 1 Seventeen crosses 
and bracelets (including at least six with clasps, and open loops with decorative orna- 
mentation) were part of the original trove, which was reportedly discovered in the city of 
Mersin in early 1992. One could speculate that the treasure represented the wealth of an 
Armenian of that city which was buried for safe keeping during Hetoum's reign, when 
the Armenian kingdom was under attack by Seljuk and Mamluk invaders. 

The Artifacts 

Although very little has been published about such artifacts heretofore, it seems very 
likely that the objects examined are of medieval Armenian manufacture. 2 In order to 
verify their provenance and authenticity, four artifacts from the group were generously 
made available with the cooperation of private collectors and dealers for non-destructive 
chemical analysis, as follows: 

Bracelet 1 : circular band with a small diamond-shaped clasp and engraved orna- 
mentation (overall diameter 60 mm, band width 12 mm, weight 15.73 grams), CH collec- 
tion; 

Bracelet 2: open loop with heart-motif ornamented ends, and areas which may once 
have been set with precious or semi-precious stones (overall diameter 72 mm, band width 
12 to maximum 26 mm, weight 27.08 grams), MP collection; 

Bracelet 3: open loop similar to bracelet 2, but with lion's head ornamentation 
(overall diameter 62 mm, band width 9 mm, weight 19.74 grams), MP collection; 

Cross: Armenian-style with decorative corners, ornamented on one face, with a cir- 
cular ring for hanging (length 60 mm by width 43 mm, 9.86 grams including ring), MP 
collection. 


1 Six silver bracelets were offered for sale by Y. T. Nercessian, Bulletin 15, Supplement C (May 1992), lot 
No. 289; one was offered by CNG in auction XXII (September 1992), lot No. 992. 

2 Examination of the artistic elements and decorative motifs is beyond the scope of this paper; specialists 
who have viewed these materials confirm that the designs correspond to motifs of Armenian manuscript art. 
Y. T. Nercessian kindly offered the following comments: "In many cases, the design motifs are very similar 
or practically identical to illuminated Armenian miniatures, indicating that the motifs used on Armenian 
miniatures and bracelets had a common source." See L. Dournovo, Armenian Miniatures (New York, 1961), 
pp. 75, 77, 1 17, 121, 123, and 133; A. Guevorkian, The Crafts and Mode of Life in Armenian Miniatures (in 
Armenian, Russian, and English), (Yerevan, 1978), plates 7 and 13; L. Dournovo, Ornaments of Armenian 
Manuscripts (in Armenian with English translation), (Yerevan, 1978), plates, 38, 39, 41, 49, 50, 64, and 78. 

The design monogram on bracelet 1 resembles the Armenian letter t, and a close parallel is seen in a 
gospel of 1265 illustrated by Cilician Armenian artist Toros Roslin, see Sirarpie Der Nersessian, Armenian 
Art (Paris 1978), p. 136, plate 99). 
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Methods 

The SEM-EDS analyses were performed on a JEOL JSM 35C (Japan Electron Optics 
Laboratory USA, Peabody, MA) scanning electron microscope equipped with a Noran 
5502 (Northern Scientific, Middleton, WI) energy dispersive X-ray detector. The methods 
and instrumentation are described in detail elsewhere. 3 In order to preserve the artifacts 
it was decided to analyze them using a non-destructive method. The artifacts were sup- 
plied in fairly clean condition; no further cleaning or alteration was required prior to 
the analysis, and they remained completely unchanged by the test procedure. The vac- 
uum chamber of the electron microscope had to be opened to admit each piece in its en- 
tirety which required extra time to perform. These artifacts are about as large as the in- 
strument chamber can comfortably accommodate; larger objects would require sam- 
pling, resulting in alteration of the specimen. 

A single reading was obtained for each bracelet. Because of the size and configura- 
tion limitations of the microscope chamber, the bracelets were read on their edges. The 
cross was studied in three locations: the exact center of its ornamented face, the exact 
center of its back face, and near a hairline crack on one arm also on the back. Since 
SEM-EDS is a surface procedure, the results obtained may not exactly reflect the bulk or 
original composition of an object; surface enrichment, corrosion, contamination from 
soil and/or residues of cleaning agents are often present. Elements below atomic num- 
ber 10 may be present, but are not typically detected or quantitated in this procedure. 

Results and Discussion 

The analytical findings are presented in Table I, along with the analysis ot a 
Hetoum silver tram analyzed on the same instrument on a different occasion as a com- 
parison. 4 Each artifact is composed of silver (minimum of 86.5%) alloyed with a small 
percentage of copper. Traces of gold, lead, magnesium, silicon, and sometimes alu- 
minum are detected. Lead and gold probably entered the alloy as trace constituents of 
medieval silver. Magnesium, aluminum, and silicon, however, are unlikely to have 
been part of the original alloy; their presence probably reflects soil contamination 
and/or prior cleaning. Phosphorus, sulfur, and chlorine are likewise unlikely to have 
been constituents of the original alloy; when present, they can be interpreted as the resu t 
of chemical interaction between the artifact and the environment. 


TABLE I. SEM-EDS analyses of Armenian artifacts (percentages by weight) 



Bracelet 1 

Bracelet 2 1 

Bracelet 3 

Cross face 
center 

Cross rev. 
center 

Cros; 

era 

rev. 

ck 

Heto 

tra 

um 1 
m* 


actul 

adjst 

actul 

adjst 

actul 

adjst 

actul 

adjst 

actul 

adjst 

actul 

adjst 

actul 

adjst 

Ag 

91.0 

92.3 

86.5 

91.4 

88.3 

90.7 

91.1 

94.6 

92.3 

94.1 

92.5 

94.3 

90.4 

92.5 

Cu 

5.3 

5.4 

5.1 

5.4 

3.4 

3.5 

2.8 

2.9 

3.0 

3.0 

2.4 

2.5 

5.1 

5.2 

Pb 

1.5 

1.5 

2.0 

2.1 

4.0 

4.1 

nd 

nd 

0.8 

0.8 

0.7 

0.7 

1.0 

1.0 

Au 

0.8 

0.8 

1.1 

1.1 

1.7 

1.8 

2.5 

2.6 

2.0 

2.0 

2.5 

2.5 

1.2 

1.2 

Si 

0.7 

— 

2.9 

— 

1.4 

— 

1.9 

... 

0.4 

— 

0.4 

— 

0.7 


Mg 

0.7 

— 

1.8 

— 

0.8 

... 

1.7 

... 

1.1 

— 

1.0 


nd 

nd 

A 1 

nd 

nd 

0.6 

— 

0.5 

— 

nd 

nd 

0.5 

— 

O.b 


**1.6 



nd = not detected . r , 

* = see Saryan and Dragen, in this issue of Armenian Numismatic Journal 

** = includes aluminum, phosphorus, sulfur, chlorine 


3 Articles elsewhere in this issue of Armenian Numismatic Journal by Saryan and Dragen (pp. 45-51), and 
Nercessian (pp. 53-61). 

4 See Saryan and Dragen, Armenian Numismatic Journal (pp. 45-51). 
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Accordingly, the analytical results for each object are expressed in two ways: overall 
percentage by weight as determined by the instrument, expressed to the nearest tenth of a 
percent, and the adjusted percent by weight taking into account only the proportions of 
silver, copper, gold, and lead, the presumed components of the original alloy. The ad- 
justed analyses show that in all four cases, the original alloy contained between 90.7 
and 94.6 percent silver with most of the remainder being copper. This is very similar to 
the coinage alloy of Hetoum I 5 and was probably prepared by similar metallurgical 
procedures. 

As noted above, surface analysis may not provide exactly the bulk composition of an 
object. Nevertheless, for several reasons, these analyses probably reflect quite closely the 
interior composition of these artifacts, which have little if any apparent corrosion and 
minimal surface contamination. Multiple readings from the cross show some variation 
in composition from area to area, which may reflect experimental error or slight differ- 
ences in surface contamination, but the overall results correlate closely. Generally, the 
surface compositions of all four objects are quite similar to each other. 


Conclusion 

Non-destructive surface analysis using SEM-EDS can provide useful information 
pertaining to the authenticity and attribution of small-sized ancient artifacts. The chem- 
ical composition of uncleaned surfaces of four silver artifacts is consistent with the 
composition of medieval Armenian silver tram of Hetoum I. This is strong evidence of 
the authenticity of the artifacts and supports the attribution of these pieces to mid- 
thirteenth century Cilician Armenia. 

LEVON A. SARYAN, Ph.D. 

ROBERT F. DRAGEN 

CHARLES A. HAJINIAN, D.D.S. 


ITb&'bU'MbPbUA, QI 1 PU IbPbUP'b'lbVbbPflb 

SUPPlbS'bSU.bU/b 'ibPUlhTJWMr 


^bgfihmlfhb pp If [i gal'll phhb f J ft fh ui ff.m p b in'll %npu ui pbiu phrppihb [ p, npnhp mb gb Ipugpn umb £/ih 
j m jmhmpb priLmb bh Iffjffilfbm'ij ^mjmummh/i i[ bpmpbpng g p tu if ui g/i luj fi Jp Abm i bpb p 
mufmpmh^mj nL. it^lf ijh p fn ub n rh g mh n £-l{n pbmhm put p it b pninnij , JuiLjk pbufi p/iJfimlfmh 

pujr/uirfpnL p h mh Amitmp gn pit mb b fni[ ghhng ^fhlfmpnh it mh p m if. /i m ui If it fimgmb Aflithmtfmh 
ijb p pi cirni.it gn pbmbnrf ni.<t mm pmbng 'P~&mn.mpmjP fi frti-umufmmlfbpm^ujiji, SEM“EDS (scanning 

electron microscopy with energy dispersive X-ray spectrometry): 

«££ pim.bni.Jhb pp gnjg Ifni. trim'll, p £ £npu igm pmgmhb pnih it bmmifmAnjfp hit mh £ p Z,bpni.J 

P ill return p [i m pbm p gpmithb pnith, ufm p n L.h m Lfb fn i{ 90-7 if fihh. 94-6 mn. AmpfiLp m pbm P , ithm gmbfih 

it bbm it mahm-jp fib p pffm fnif igg/i'tiii- Amumhmpmp igmm pmumnumb fipmpni. hit mil it bmmrfmgn pb m- 
Ifmh gn pbb fmlfb pufnp-. 

(Jju i/opmmp ijimum if ph £ m p n ub um ft m^fummmhpfi Am pmgmmnupb mh Am it mp L. gopmif fig Ifp 
If mh gh fi m pbm pbg^hhb pni-h mmuhbpnpg If ill put. b[iffilfbmh ^m j mum mh fi pb p m if. p n Lit pht 

LbhH'b a UUPbUX 

n-nfibrs a> wui-fr 

9ULPLU U pUjih'bbWb 


5 See articles by D. M. Metcalf, "The Alloy of the Thirteenth-Century Silver Coinage of Cilician Armenia," 
Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. IV (1978), pp. 57-66; and P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of Cilician Armenia 
(New York, 1962), pp. 108-113). 
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(Ouip. tg 62) 

hum tub- U'tpujm (1296-1298), obJmh qpmJ Jp, umfnpwl^uih qpmJ Jp b pmpm^ug J p- Ifnummhq f,h 
U. (1298-1299), qpmJ i Tp b pmpm^q if 1 1 - fbnh 9- (1301-1307), Pmqncnpfihhbp b #ui pm^qhb p. 0 ifih 
(1308-1320), obJmh qpmJhbp, Pmqncnpfihhkp, 1 / 7/77 b m pmpb p^hnif Ifplfhmqpn^ ncmir qpmJhbp- 
Ibnb 7 . (1320-1342), pmqncnpfihhbp, Jbb nu ifmpp if, nqbp L p mqncn pfihh b p uipmphp^hn^ 
bpbhmqpn^ncuib. Iff, (1342-1344), p mqncn p f,hhb p. lfnummhqf,h 9* (1344-1363), pmqncnpfih Ujmu 

bin pncuib ncp uin.f,c<tp Ifp pm ^ q^uff, Aiufu, p mqncn p f,hhb p Ifnfunciub (J f>u, ‘t" t L b p Ifntunmub Uf>u- 

fbnh p n.blfwl{UJ L (1363-1366), puiqncnpfihhb p b f n 7 J p- 9 nu m mhq f,h 9- (1365-1373), 
PuiqnLnpfihhbp- fbnh b (1374-1375), pfi[nhhbp L J,nq J p: Bbm fbncpbhbwh ^qf.hi^ qpmJhbp. 

^punnmpm^nuujb bh jnchmmmp fun pmqpncp f,chh b p p L pn fn p qpmJhbpnc bmh pn^fl fichhb p p: bP'b 

12 NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Tigran B.i k'aghkosneru dramagiwt me - [A Hoard of Copper 

Coins of Tigranes II] - Shqp^h ftf, pmq^nuhbpnc qpmJwqf,cm Jp, qpbg' brifun 'bbpu^ubmh. 

Bazmavep, Vol. CLI (1993), Nos 1-4, pp. 162-182, 2 pis. In Armenian with English 

summary. r , e 

A small Armenian hoard is described. The hoard consists of 75 bronze coins oi 
Tigranes the Great. The coins are sorted into seven groups based on their reverse design. 
Tyche (32 pieces), Heracles (20), comucopeae (7), head of wheat (1), Nike (7), palm-branch 
(2) overstruck coins with Tyche reverse (6). The author presents an historical 
background, discusses the hoard content and overstruck coins, metrology, die study, 

and chronology. The data is offered in a five page tabulated format. Author 

bbm pmqpnumb £ tmjlfmlfmh +npp qpmJmqfimn J pi 9 'Uihip Ifp pmqlfmhmj Sfiqpmh Ifbbf, 75 
ppnhql; qpmJhbp^ 'bpmJhbpp pum fipbhg bmbf, iqmm l{b p mqpncpbmh , pmJhncmb bh bo Bn 
PncJpbpnc flmfum (32 \mnp), ^mqh (20), uiJuipbqlf.cn (7), gnpbhf, tmmf,^ (1), 8 ui qP uib u, ^ ( 7) 
mpJmcbhhh &f,cq (2), l i pl l bu, n .pn l Jnuu,i r qpmJhbp ( 6 ), ^bqf.hmlfp ^phbmjl; iqmmJm^mh 
nunncmqbb J p, bp phhmptf qpmJ uiq.fii.uif, iqm pn L h m^n^p f,chh nc Ifp^hmqpn^ncmb qpmJhbp, 
tm iftmqf, mni.p fu-h, Ifhf.phbpnc ncu n cJh muf, pn L p f,ch b JmJ mhm^mqpncP f,ch: 'h p m J m q[,m m^mh 
wni-bui pih pp hb plfm jmgncmb bh <f,hq ^i b p\ pmqlfmgbm ^ mqf,cuml{hbpnif-. ^bq^hm^p 


13 SAYLES, Wayne G. Just for Beginners, by Wayne G. Sayles. Celator, Vol. 7 (October 
1993) p 44 

As an answer to a question, the author explains how the Armenians colonized Cilicia 
which was relatively barren in the eleventh century. During the Crusades, the Roupe- 
nian dynasty acquired legitimacy, and issued a long series of Armenian coinage. YTN 

hppb. i,ui p gnt-if h Jp iqmmmufumh, tbqf,hmt(p Ifp pmgmmpf;, P f f>h^u Suijbpp If f, ffilffimh 
Zmummmncbgmh, np mmuhbJ^lfbpnpq qmpnch iuiJhJunnuipuip phuilfncuitr /b n.h in qlii ^in J ph $p, 

h/ui^uilfpn L pbuih JuiJuihuilf fbncpf,hhuih tui pumn^p f,ch p o p f,h ui^wh n c P f, ch uinuigwc L pnqmpl^g 
jl^ujlfujh rj. p iu tf\i b p n l. hplpup ^iuif tul^iupt^ dpi 

14 SARYAN, Levon A. Armenia Replaces Failing Ruble with Tram, by L. A. Saryan. 
World Coin News, Vol. XX (20 Decmber 1993), No. 26, p. 6. 

See abstract of No. 17. 


15 SARYAN, Levon A. Overstruck Bronze Coins of Tigranes the Great, by Leon A. 
Saryan. Celator, Vol. 7 (October 1993), No. 10, p. 32-34; The Best of the Celator. Lodi, 

Wisconsin: 1993, pp. 84-85. . _ „ 

Saryan described how in ancient times coins were overstruck by Tigranes the Great, tie 
notes that P. Z. Bedoukian. C. Foss, W. Maksoudian discussed overstruck Armenian 
bronze coins. The author solicits the support of the numismatic community so that 

their overstruck coins be included in a forthcoming project. 

Umpbuih bp h^Uipmqpk Pk fih^u Stepnih ITbbf, qpuiJhbpp Ifptfh mq pn^J ncuib hhZfih 
l p“uihf,h.. bh% \ph\k £k 5 ^ncqbuih, If- 3)nu , f) c IT ui , pun, L u,b mh 

bpbhuiqpn t Jncuib tiujlfuilfuib ppnhq^ qpuiJhbp: ^hqjihui^p ^ p qf,JI; qpuiJuiqfiinui^ulh AiuJuijh f f,h 
nc te fuhqpt fipbhg iu [m^n^ f,ch p, np f,pbhg Ifp^huiqnpJncuib qpuiJhbpp gn cgui^ui qp nc£h 
jinrcuif filfui j 4 buiuiqoinuilfuih ui fju ui in uih p fih J^fc 
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PLATE VI 



Fig. A. Photomicrograph of etched cross-section of coin 1 (200X) 



Fig. B. Photomicrograph of etched cross-section of coin 2 (200X) 


L. A. Saryan and R. F. Dragen, A Microchemical Investigation of Suspected Plating on 

Thirteenth-Century Armenian Silver Trams 
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PLATE VII 



L. A. Saryan and R. F. Dragen, A Microchemical Investigation of Suspected Plating on 

Thirteenth-Century Armenian Silver Trams 



Y. T. Nercessian, Copper-Surfaced Armenian Coins 



Bracelet 1 Bracelet 2 Bracelet 3 

L. A. Saryan, R. F. Dragen, Ch. A. Hajinian, Chemical 
Four Medieval Armenian Silver Artifacts 



Cross 
Analysis of 
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editorial 

TWENTY YEARS OF ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL 


With this volume, the Armenian Numismatic Journal completes two decades. 
Compared to British, French, German, Italian and American numi^atic p^o^caK 
this may not be considered as an outstanding achievement, e , 
numismatics it is a great milestone. One must keep in mind that our journal is not only 
STfiSt ^ut Sso the only existing periodical strictly dedicated to Armenian 

numismatics. 

Forty years ago there were a few Armenian numismatic scholars, and the number of 
coin collectors was not much larger either. During the past few 

Armenian numismatic scholars. Currently, the number of serious coUectors is much 
greater than it was two decades earlier. However, the number of coUectors wilimg 
biscribe their thoughts to paper has moved forward very slowly. In fact the rate of 
progress is moving at such a slow pace that it is alarming. 

Today we have a new generation of highly educated, professional youth belonging to 
many different cultural organizations and taking pride in his or her roots either 
Armenia or abroad. Most of these people, in their own right, have many talents and are 
very creative. Some write in one form or another and prepare technical reports in line 
of their professional duties. 


Expansion and development of Armenian numismatics depends on the discovery 
and research of new material which will graduaUy advance our knowledge. We need 
essays or papers from our members who have unpublished, new, or different material. 


In order to encourage a coUector to submit papers to our journal, we created a new 
section under the heading of "Numismatic Notes." Here unpublished or new "bare bones 
material wUl be published. That is, the writer can simply describe the material he or 
she has and teU us what is new about it. If he or she does not wish, there is no need to 
compose historical background, analyze obverse and reverse dies, study metrology, or 
prepare a conclusion. Such a note can be as s m all as a few hundred words. 


Twenty years later, due to the lack of $4000 in the budget, our Journal has remained 
in newsletter format, modest in appearance, but does not remain behind other 
international numismatic or Armenological periodicals in content and quality. With 
your help, we even published two commemorative volumes of our journal which can 
bring pride to any scholarly institution. God willing, with the financial backing and 
numismatic compositions of our members, we hope to complete our twenty-fifth and 


thirtieth volumes. 


Y. T. Nercessian 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian Numismatic Society, 
an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, Y. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico 
Rivera, California 90660-1920, U. S. A. Associate Editor, W. Gewenian, Corresponding Editors, 
Levon A. Saryan (Greenfield, Wl) and Henry Sarkissian (Yerevan). Non-member subscriptions 
(individuals and institutions) $12.50 per year. Back issues available. 
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LETTERS 


fjnbnu on uj p m f J bb n up m fu n ufi b m J p ummgmj 2b p ufm<m p mb £•••< U,fb pu mb qp uj ufn ff, 
P n pmqpmJf,b mn.f> P njf (mb' u 49-4, 'bblfu.bjpbp 1991), If'nuqbJ jwubf, ,uJ Jp pbbf. 2b p 
miurnfm pLmb 1922 Pnumlfmbp npufiu nqm plfnuJ f, mmpbpf,u If' m J pm ufb qnu f, bpi blfujmf, 
nubbbmbp np ^muu. m p n uqP p mufnumb i qmumlfmb nuqqmqpnuptmJ p, Ojuufiu Jfn^numb <bnpi 
LmJ <pujpbJ.nini.mbi nuqqmqpn L pbmb CmummmnuJ <pmJ mbmqf, p p <pmu.ujpujlfnL.ujb i 4 Urn pm 

1922/il/- <bmLmpmp, Ifp jnu,pnu[.iT Jmmbbfnu, np ffabrnf PqfimqpmJp ufimp i <pmufmpmlf b fujb 
PJ.UJJ 1922A mn.ujff.lj b pbnu mJhubbpnubx- 

aLl J r ii it Vartan Matiossian 

Rnpnns Aires 


GwUJUfnuJ bJ jmjmbbf 2bq, np 1994 B nubnum p f, 14 -f,b 2bp nuqmplfmb bpmpp bu ummgmj 

1994 P- Oq-numnuf, 5 -f,bx bbi <mJmp Jbb nupm fun L p f.ub ip, bpp mjbmbq qmmj f.J joqnumbf, 
mrumbAbmmfjUfbpp L 4uiJ O’puilliuqfumu^uic 4uiCl>tu^ 1993 pnumlfmbf, < p uiufju pujlfn umb fp f, u 

< uj.Tujp'ubpp . Anahit Mousheghian 

Yerevan 


.../l/bqpnuJ bJ jwujuf nuqmplfip 2b p pblfb pmlfgnup b mb Jmufxb < bmbbmjp 1) * mb f, Jmpq i 
pb qq p If n umb pblfb pmljgn upb mb J if mn. 1 Qnubnump 1992 p. L pmbf, bplfpf,g, 2 ) <pmmm plfnu- 

p hiAibb pf. <b jumbifm p f. (February 16, 1992) 

11 7 1 1 Henry V. Sarkissian 


Yerevan 


Editor's Note: 1) 82 paid members and with unpaid deliveries total circulation exceeds 
150, from 20 different countries. 2) Future Armenian numismatic works: 


Books 

Armenian Coins and Their Values 
Armenian Medals, by Henry V. Sarkissian 
Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Literature, Vol. II 
Armenian Tokens 

Bank Notes of Armenia, Vol. II or revised edition 
Chronology of Armenian Coins 

Diary of an Armenian Numismatist, by Paul Z. Bedoukian 
Dictionary of Armenian Coin Inscription and Their Meaning 
Islamic Coins Struck in Historic Armenia 

Metallurgy of Armenian Coins . 

Paul Z. Bedoukian Collection Donated to the State Museum of Armenian History 
Selected Numismatic Studies of Paul Z. Bedoukian, Vol. II 

Stamps of Armenia XT ... 

Who is Who in Armenian Numismatics or Biography of Armenian Numismatists 

Armenian Numismatic Journal in Honor of Dr. Khatchadour A. Mousheghian 
Armenian Numismatic Journal in Honor of Henry V. Sarkissian 
Armenian Numismatic Journal in Honor of Fr. Augustinus Sekouhan 


DONATIONS 

(Period ending 30 September 1 994) 


Der Houghasian, H 50 Hagopian, 

Movsessian, G 25 Sagherian, P., Jr. 

Saryan, L 85 Setian, Ch 


MEMBERSHIP DUES INCREASE 


17 

17 

42 


As of January 1, 1995, membership dues for regular or active members: $10; for 
juniors: $8.00; entrance fee: $2.50; subscriptions: $12,50. 1995 membership dues and 
and subscriptions are payable at this time. 
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To the unfading memory 
of my numismatist friend 
Prof. Asbed Donabedian. 


THE ARMENIAN COIN AUCTION OF 
PROF. ASBED DONABEDIAN 
(1994) 

Prof. Asbed Donabedian's name occupied one of the first places on my list, when in 
1970 I started collecting numismatic literature and studying the coins of the Artaxiad 
dynasty of Armenia. During the same year, when preparing my Armenian numismatic 
bibliography, I contacted Asbed and a warm friendship developed between us. 

Asbed was bom in Antelias, Lebanon on January 6, 1923. His parents, Mihran and 
Tuna, were born in Sebastia, Turkey, he was the youngest among five children (Nvard, 
Astghig, Husig, and Hasmig). He received his elementary education at the Armenian 
Evangelical College in Beirut. Then he worked at the Chemistry Laboratory of the 
American University of Beirut. Also at AUB, he worked towards a B.S. degree in chem- 
istry and M.S. degree in psychology. 

Asbed taught at the Armenian Evangelical College for thirty-one years. After a pause 
of two years, he returned and taught three more years without pay. The subjects he taught 
were chemistry, history, geography, and psychology. When needed, he also provided 
first aid service to the students. Asbed was an educated person with a modest and pleas- 
ant personality. He was always eager to share his knowledge. His primary avocation 
was Armenian numismatics. 

Asbed had a deep interest in his nation's history and coinage. He allocated all his 
spare time to collecting and studying Armenian coins. He specialized in studying and 
writing on Artaxiad coins, particularly those of Tigranes the Great, small silver and 
copper metallic monuments, struck around two-thousand years ago. He was an authority 
in the study of Artaxiad coins. He subjected his rare ancient coins to careful study and 
for the first time he attributed them to their correct ruler. God had given him the talent to 
write. His first article was published in Shirak monthly in 1967. Later he wrote several 
authoritative and scholarly articles in Janaser, Jahakir, and particularly in Haigazian 
Armenological Review periodicals. 

In 1989 he retired permanently from teaching and migrated to Los Angeles because of 
the civil war in Lebanon. In Los Angeles our friendship was transformed into an ex- 
tremely close bond, a spiritual relationship, as numismatic brothers. We were in con- 
stant communication by telephone, personal visits, Armenian Numismatic Society 
meetings, consulting and discussing Armenian numismatic subjects. 

In mid-November 1992, 1 telephoned Asbed to inform him about the tragic death of Dr. 
Mesrop Abgarians, a fellow numismatist. I was shocked when his sister, Hasmig, told 
me that Asbed had suffered a heart attack on November 8, 1992, and was hospitalized. I 
visited him in the hospital weekly. Generally speaking, Asbed looked much younger 
than his age, between 50 and 60 years old. On my last visit (January 21, 1993), his physi- 
cal appearance had deteriorated so much that he had taken the appearance of an old 
man: his skin was wrinkled, dried, dehydrated, eyes sunken backward, and he had lost 
quite a bit of weight. His eyes were fixed on the television and he did not respond to my 
conversation (from the first day of the heart attack he was paralyzed and could not 
speak). My observations were communicated to Hasmig by telephone. A few days later, 
on Sunday morning, Hasmig telephoned to give the sad news that Asbed passed away on 
January 23, 1993. Funeral services took place on January 30, 1993. Rev. Berdj Djam- 
bazian officiated and Dr. Armen Geonjian, one of Asbed's students, delivered the eu- 
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logy at Old North Church. His remains were buried at Forest Lawn— Hollywood Hills, 
Los Angeles, California. 1 

Ashed loved collecting and studying Armenian coins. They were very close to his 
heart Until his last day he was trying to awaken interest in the public, so that more 
Armenians would embrace and caress their ancient monuments, which recall the glori- 
ous past of our nation and are witnesses to Armenian culture and independent govern- 
ment. 

His coin collection, one of the largest private holdings in the world, was gathered for 
the purpose of research and study. Many of his medieval coins were utilized and cited by 
P Z Bedoukian when preparing the corpus of Cilician Armenian corns. In Los Angeles 
he planned to study all of his coins, including the hoards and write a few monographs. 
Unfortunately, he did not live long enough to realize this dream. Even before his collec- 
tion could arrive in Los Angeles, he was stricken with a massive heart attack and he 
departed from this world. 

Asbed's coin collection was formed over several decades in Beirut, Lebanon. After he 
settled in Los Angeles, his collection followed him, but traveled only as far as London. 
Subsequent to his death, his family decided that the collection should be auctioned in 
London. However, Asbed had brought with him to Los Angeles his collection of Arme- 
nian bank notes, medals, and numismatic literature. Also he started purchasing coins 
in Los Angeles. Only those coins which were in London were consigned to Spink and 
Son, Ltd., for sale in a public auction. 2 

Asbed's collection included numerous rarities and key coins. Most of all, the collec- 
tion was an assembly of hoards (i.e., Tigranes II tetradrachms and some bronzes, Sm- 
pad trams, Oshin coronation trams, etc.). The collection was divided into 359 lots (120- 
478) which included coins of the Artaxiad dynasty, the Armenian kingdoms of Sophene 
and Commagene, Roman and Islamic coins relating to Armenia, Edessa, and lastly 
Cilician Armenian coins. Some noteworthy lots were bronzes of Tigranes I (17 pieces); 
Tigranes II tetradrachms (44), drachms (5), 38 lots of various bronzes (more than 800 
pieces); 6 lots of Artavasdes II bronzes (27); Artaxias II (13); Tigranes III (41); Tigranes 
IV (31); Artavasdes III (6); Tigranes IV and Erato (18); bronzes of Sophene and Comma- 
gene; rare and scarce Cilician Armenian baronial bronzes (24); Levon I double trams 
(9), half trams (3), and a single lion coronation tram; Hetoum-Zabel half trams (13); 
Levon II Hetoum-Zabel type pre-coronation trams (3) and half trams (11), Hetoum II bi - 
Ions (11); Smpad coronation and regular trams (72); Gosdantin I kardezzes (16), Oshin 
coronation trams (15); Gosdantin III takvorins struck in Tarsus (3) and a piece over- 
struck in Arabic; Levon V billons (10) and poghs (52). 

A collection of this nature poses a difficult problem for the prospective auctioneer. It 
would be physically impractical to provide photographs and complete descriptions for 
each coin, especially when many were valued at only a few pounds each. It was also 
very difficult to bid intelligently on many lots, since only a small proportion ot the 
coins were photographed or described with sufficient detail. 

Altogether, there were 96 excellent photographs for 4552 coins, of which 34 were given 
to silver tetradrachms and drachms of Tigranes the Great. The remaining 62 illustra- 
tions were intended to cover 4518 pieces, and this imbalance made it impossible to bid 
without seeing the coins. On the other hand, the grading was conservative and in 


1 A. Geonjian, "Prof. Asbed H. M. Donabedian: The Armenian Instructor," Armenian Numismatic Journal, 

Series I Vol. XIX (1993), No. 3, pp. 60-61 (in Armenan). . ...... 

2 Spink, Coin Auction 102: Ancient, Foreign and English Coins and Commemorative Medals (London, 

March 1994), pp. 12-32, 56-60, Nos. 120-478. ^ ^ wc .. 

3 Grading according to Spink Numismatic Circular. FDC = Fleur De Coin, EF - Extremely Fine, VF - Very 

Fine, F = Fine, f = fair, and P = Poor. 
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many cases very conservative. For some lots references were made to the standard 
works by Bedoukian. Unfortunately, the legends for medieval coins were not published, 
and in most cases the metrological data was missing. 

Auctions serve an important function for the collectors and the disposal of collections 
at auction should not be stigmatized. Winning bidders have the opportunitytoobtmn 
pieces that might otherwise never be available to them, and can gratify thereby thei 
pride of ownership. For researchers, however, auctions like this one are a disaster, since 
the coins are spread to so many collectors that it becomes impossible to reconstruct the 
groups. Donabedian’ s collection included a large number of hoards which are now be- 
yond the grasp of research. 

The Donabedian collection is now dispersed to collectors around the world, and col- 
lectors only have this minimal auction catalogue as a record of what was once one of the 
largest private Armenian collections in the world. At the very least, a more extensive 
catalogue or record of the collection would have received the gratitude of the numismatic 

community. 

The auction started promptly on March 2, 1994, 10:00 A.M. At 10:45 the Donabedian 
coins were being auctioned. Generally speaking, the estimated prices of Spink were 
fair. However, some rich Armenian collectors, without respect to market value, pushed 
the price of many coins to extremely high levels: a VF tetradrachm (lot 121) 

£1000: an unpublished bronze of Tigranes II (lot 174) with quadriga reverse £420; 6 
bronzes of Artavasdes II (lot 188) £700; 6 bronzes of Artaxias II (lot 193) £500; 3 bronzes 
of Tigranes IV (lot 197) £420; bronzes of Tigranes IV and Erato (lot 206) £650; a double 
tram of Levon I (lot 245) £1400; 7 regular trams of Levon I (only one with AMEN 
inscription) (lot 258) £1250 (unbelievable!); a coronation tram of Smpad Got 368) £1300; 
and a billon of Levon V (lot 469) £550. 


The range of estimated value for the Donabedian collection was £50,000 to £65,000. 
More than ninety lots were unsold during the auction. Those that were sold realized 
more than £86,000 (including buyer's fee). Subsequently, all remaining lots were sold to 
private parties. 4 5 

In the catalogue, there was no indication that the Donabedian auction was subject to a 
reserve. Naturally, it is the privilege of the consigner and/or an auction house to estab- 
lish announced or unannounced reserves. If so published, it would eliminate lots of fu- 
tile effort by collectors. As a matter of fact, I and many collector friends assumed that 
there was no reserve. Yet the auctioneer opened the bidding normally at 70-80% of min- 
imum estimates. Consequently, many less desirable lots were unsold. Had they been 
auctioned without reserve (or if a reserve had been announced in the catalogue) probably 
all or most of them would have sold. I personally was prepared to bid for myself and on 
behalf of collector friends on every single lot of the Donabedian auction. However, for 
reasons indicated, this did not materialize. 


The Donabedian collection auction ended at 1:50 P.M. In 3 hours and 5 minutes As- 
bed's Armenian coin collection was scattered to collectors all over the world, the final 
rite of my friend's funeral services. 


The statistical data is tabulated and offered to our readers as a useful guide to current 
prevailing prices and for posterity. The prices quoted include the sale price plus the 10% 

buyer s fee. NERCESSIAN 


4 In a private communication dated 3 May 1994, Mr. John Pett, Director of Spinks Ancient Coin 
Department, indicated that "... All the lots have now been sold as we had numerous enquiries after the sale. 

5 On March 2, 1 994, Spink's exchange rate was £1 .00 = $1 .531 . 
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CATALOGUE 


No. 


Ruler 


Coin 


Reference 


Grade 


UK£ Est. I UK£ Sold 


120 . 


121 . 

122 . 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 
14L 
-A. 
-B. 
-C. 
-D. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 
146 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 
15L 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

157 

158 


159 

160, 


Tigranes I 


Tigranes II 


Tigranes II 


: .7 /E, 3 tree 
5 standing fig. 
10 Nike 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
Tetradrachm 
2 Tetradrachm s 
2 Tetradrachms 

2 Tetradrachms 

3 Tetradrachms 
3 Tetradrachms 
3 , 2 4drch, 1 pltd 
Tetradrachm 
Drachm 
Drachm 
Drachm 
Drachm 
Drachm 

3 /E, 2 elephant 

1 Nike 

10 4 elephant 

2 horse, ? Nike 
? lion's head 

17 AS, 8 elephant 
7 horse, 3 Nike 
26 JE, 16 Antioch 
Tyche 

5 o/s, 3 c/m, 8? 
10 others 


CAA 3 
CAA 5 
CAA 6 
CAA 20 
CAA 20 
CAA 20 
CAA 20 
CAA 20 
CAA 20 
CAA 35/41 
CAA 35/41 
CAA 35/41 
CAA 35/41 
CAA 35/41 
CAA 17 
CAA 17 
CAA 17/30 
CAA 17 
CAA 37 
CAA 17/30 
CAA 19/34 
CAA 19/34 
CAA 19/34 
CAA 21 
CAA 21 
CAA 21 
CAA 21 
CAA 21 
CAA 31/32 
CAA 23 
CAA — 
CAA 20 
CAA 20 
CAA 35, 17 
CAA 17, 19 
CAA 17 
CAA 17 
CAA 24 
CAA 52 
CAA 61 
CAA 68 
CAA 68 
CAA 76 
CAA 143 
CAA 145 
CAA 143 
CAA 144,5 
CAA 146 
CAA 143 
CAA 144,5 

CAA 92, 94 
CAA 108 


Ptof 
VF 
VF+ 
F+/VF 
F+/VF 
F+ 
VF+ 
VF/VF+ 
-VF 
F+ 
VF 
F+ 
VF-+/VF 
VF 
VF 
F/VF 
VF 
VF 
-VF 
-VF 
-VF 
F+ 
F+ 
F/F+ 
F/VF 
F 

-VF 

-VF 

VF/F+ 

F+ 

F+ 

F 

fair 

F 

f/F 

VF+ 

F+/VF 

VF 

F 

F+ 

VF 

F+ 

F+ 

F 

to 

fair 

fair 
fair 
to F 
and 
-VF 


150-200 
400-500 
400-500 I 
200-300 I 
200-300 
150-300 
500-600 
400-500 
250-300 I 
150-200 
200-300 
200-250 
500600 
250300 
250300 
150200 
250300 
350450 
250300 
200250 
200250 
250300 
250-300 
200250 
250300 
150200 
200350 
250300 
300350 
200250 
150200 
200250 
200250 
150200 
150200 
500600 
200250 
250300 
150200 
150200 
200250 

6080 


6080 

6080 

2002501 


418 
11001 
1210 | 
308 
3301 
220 
550 
484 
242 
3081 
352 
550 I 
990 
1155 
484 
682 
682 
440 
308 
462 
374 
506 
396 
682 
550 
308 1 
3741 
396 
572 
396 
396 
440 
374 
352 
440 
1,210 
902 
660 
638| 
660 
682 

3521 


572 

352 

4401 
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No. 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

UK£ Est. 

161. 

Tigranes II (cont.) 

20 IE Ant. Tyche 

CAA 91-3, 5 

f to F 

120-150 

162. 


19 IE Ant. Tyche 

CAA 91-5 

FtoVF 

200-250 

163 


22 IE Ant. Tyche 






15 c/m, 5 o/s, 2? 

CAA 92 

f 

80-100 

164 


64 IE Ant. Tyche 

CAA 92 

G to f 

120-180 

165. 


70 IE Ant. Tyche 

CAA 92 

G to f 

150-200 

166 


80 IE Ant. Tyche 

CAA 92 

G to f 

160-220 

167. 


15 IE Heracles 

CAA 100-1 

f to F+ 

150-200 

168 


40 IE Heracles 

CAA 100 

f 

80-120 

169. 


45 IE Heracles 

CAA 100-1 

f to F 

80-120 

170. 


5 IE Cornucopiae 

CAA 104-6 

F+ toVF 

60-80 

171. 


25 IE Cornucopiae 

CAA 104-6 

f toF 

60-80 

172. 


38 IE Cornucopiae 

CAA 104-6 

f 

80-120 

173. 


20 IE Ear of com 

CAA 107 

f 

50-60 

174. 


IE Quadriga 

Foss j 

F 

80-100 

175. 


8 IE Damascus 






4 Tyche std 

CAA 109-10 

f 




3 Tyche stndng 

CAA 112 

to 




1 Antioch Tyche 

CAA 108 

-VF 

120-150 

176. 


15 IE Nike 

CAA 114 

F 

80-120 

177. 


16 IE Nike 

CAA 115, 7 

f, F 

80-120 

178. 


33 IE Nike 

CAA 114-5 

f to F 

100-150 

179. 


65 IE Nike 

CAA 115 

f 

100-150 

180. 


6 IE Nike 

CAA 119,- 

f 

50-60 

181. 


30 IE Nike 

CAA 119-20 

G to f 

80-100 

182. 


39 IE Nike 

CAA 120 

f to F 

100-150 

183. 


50 IE Nike 

CAA 120 

f 

100-120 

184. 


36 IE Palm-bmch 

CAA 121 

f to F 

100-120 

185. 


7 IE Tripod 

CAA 122 

f to F+ 

50-60 

186. 


8 IE Horse 

Foss v 

f to F 

60-80 

187. 


10 IE Nike 

CAA 115 

Fto F+ 

150-200 

188. 

Artavasdes II 

6 IE Nike 

CAA 132 

f to F 

150-200 

189. 


6 IE Nike 

CAA 132 

f 

100-150 

190. 


7 IE Nike 

CAA 132 

P 

100-150 

191. 


IE Ear of corn 

CAA 135 

VF 

100-150 

192. 


7 IE Ear of com 

CAA 135 

Gto-F 

200-300 

193. 

Artaxias II 

6 IE Nike 

CAA 136 

Gto F 

200-300 

194. 


7 IE Nike 

CAA 136 

G to f 

150-250 

195. 

Tigranes III 

9 IE Dove? 

CAA 138 

-f 

150-250 

196. 


2 IE Biga 

CAA 141 

-F,f 

100-150 

197. 

Tigranes IV 

3 IE Nike 

CAA 148 

-F to f 

150-200 

198. 


2 IE Nike 

CAA 149 

f 

5050 

199. 


4 IE Elephant 

CAA 150 

f to F 

150200 

200. 


8 IE Elephant 

CAA 150 

G 

100150 

201. 


jE Heracles 

CAA 153 

F 

100150 

202. 


4 IE Heracles 

CAA 153-4 

Pto -F 

200250 

203. 


9 IE Eagle 

CAA 155-6 

G to f 

100150 

204. 


IE Club 

CAA 158 

Rev F 

100150 

205. 

Artavasdes III 

6 IE Athena 

CAA 160 

G to f 

100150 

206. 

Tigranes IV-Erato 

6 IE Female std 

CAA 162 

f to F 

200250 

207. 


12 IE Female std 

CAA 162 

G to f 

120150 

208. 

Arsames 

6 IE Equestrian 

CSC 5, 2 

f to F 

200300 

209. 


3 IE Equestrian 

CSC 6 

fto-F 

90120 

210. 


6 IE Equestrian 






Nike, club 

CSC 5, ? 

f 

100150 


UK £ Sold 
132 
286 


99 

176 


176 
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No. 

Ruler 

Coin | Reference 

Grade 1 

UK£ Est. I 

UK£ Sold 1 

211. 

Abdissares 

JE Eagle 

CSC 16 

F 

100-150 1 

308 1 

212. 

Mithr. Callinicus 

JE Athena 

CSC 20 

F 

60-80 1 

286 | 

213 

3 JE Club 

BMC p 102-1 

f 

150-200 

132 | 

214. 

Uncertain king 

JE Spear, sickle 

— 

F+ 

100-150 1 

176] 

215. 

Antiochus I 

. J AC Lion of Com. 

CSC 25 

F to G I 

80-120 | 

88 | 

216. 

Related material 

49 AR, /E 

— | 

P 

100-150 1 

220 

217. 

Hatra 

7 JE Eagle 

Slocum 22 

f to F 

60-80 I 

— 

218. 

219. 

Edessa 

Ayyubids 

39 JE Abgar VIII 
X, 1 Cappadocia 
49 JE Dirhems 

Mitch 868 

f to F 
f to F | 

120-150 
150-200 | 

121 
132 1 

220 

12 AR Ddirhems 

— 1 

F 

60-80 

110 | 

221. 

Roman Armenia 

AR Lucius Verus 

Milne 2519 

F+ 

60-80 

99 

222. 

223. 

224. 

Gosdantin (baron) 

14 AR Nero, M. 
Aurelius, Luc. 
Verus, Severus 
9 JE M. Aurelius, 
L. Verus, Sohe- 
mus, Byzantine 1 
JE 

RPC 3644 

RIC 890 
RIC 1371 
RIC 1364 
CCA 1 

F to F+ 

PtoF 

F 

200-250 

100-150 
250-300 1 

682 

198 
286 | 

225 

JE 

CCA 1 

F 

250-300 1 

682 

226 


2 JE 

CCA 1 

f 

200-250 

220 

227 


3 JE 

CCA 1 

Ptof 

200-250 

198 

228. 


3 JE 

CCA 1 

Ptof 

200-250 

— I 

229. 


4 JE, lp (pierced) 

CCA 1 

P 

150-200 

— | 

230. 

Toros I 

JE 

CCA 2a 

f to F 

300400 

352 | 

231 

JE 

CCA 2a 

f 

250-300 

352 

232. 

Toros II 

JE 

CCA 3 

f 

400500 

660 | 

233. 

Levon II 

JE 

CCA 4 

f 

200-250 

418 

234. 

JE 

CCA 4 

f 

200-250 

440 

235 


JE 

CCA 4 

f 

200-250 

462 

236 


JE 

CCA 4 

F 

350400 

715 

237 


JE 

CCA 4 

f 

200-250 

462 

238. 


2 AS 

CCA 4 

f 

300400 

462 1 

239. 

Levon I (king) 

AR Double tram 

CCA 24V 

VF 

200-250 

682 | 

240. 

AR Double tram 

CCA 24 

VF 

| 200-250 

858 | 

241. 


AR Double tram 

CCA 22 

F+ 

180-220 

1012 | 

242. 


AR Double tram 

CCA 24 

F+ 

180-220 

1155 1 

243. 


AR Double tram 

CCA 23 

VF 

200-250 

1265 1 

244 


AR Double tram 

CCA 23 

F+ 

180-220 

1320 | 

245. 


AR Double tram 

CCA 23 

F 

180-220 

1540 1 

246. 


AR Double tram 

CCA 28 

VF 

250-300 

605 1 

247. 


AR Double tram 

CCA 13 

EF 

250300 

495 1 

248 


6 AR 1/2 Dble trm 

CCA 44 

VF to f 

200-250 

495 1 

249 


4 AR 1/2 Dble trm 

CA 41, 47 

VF 

180-220 

495 | 

250 


4 AR 1/2 Dble trm 

CCA 49 

VF 

150-180 

352 1 

25L 


AR l/2Ddetrm L/r. 

CCA 67 

EF 

120-150 

308 | 

252 


2AR l/2DUetrm L/r. 

CCA 66, 67 

F, VF+ 

200-250 

286 1 

253 


AR 1 lion cor trm 

CCA 77 

F 

100-120 

440 J 

254 


6 AR 2 L cor trm, Ip 

CCA 86 

F-VF 

80-100 

374 1 

255 


6 AR 2 L cor trm 

CCA- 

F 

80-100 

242 | 

256 


6 AR 2 L cor trm 

CCA- 

F 

80-100 

198 | 

257 


8 AR 2 L cor trm, ^3 

CCA- 

| f to F 

80-100 

242 1 

258 


7 AR trams 

CCA 572 

| VF-EF 

200-250 

1375 1 

259. 

260. 


7 AR Trams 

CCA 572 

| F-VF 

180-220 

330 1 


5 AR trams 

1 CCA 571 

f to F 

150-180 

1651 
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No. 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

UK£ Est. 

UK£ Sold 

261. 

Levon I (cont.) 

10 AR Trams 

Met I/A 

VF 

180-220 

— 

262. 


10 AR Trams 

MetFAD^G 

VF 

180-220 

165 

263. 


10 AR Trams 

Met II/B 

VF 

180-220 

— 

264. 


10 AR Trams 

MH/B,C,E,G 

VF 

180-220 

— 

265. 


10 AR Trams 

Met IIG 

VF 

180-220 

165 

266. 


14 AR Trams 

MDGJIFCJV 

VF 

220-250 

— 

267. 


12 AR, 11 Trams 

CCA- 






1 half tram p. 

CCA 75 

P to F 

80-100 

66 

268. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 71 

F 

180-220 

110 

269. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 72 

VF 

180220 

121 

270. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 75 

VF 

180220 

187 

271. 


10 JE Tanks 

CCA 695-70 

-VF 

160200 

165 

272. 


12 JE Tanks 

CCA 695-70 

-F 

150170 

165 

273. 


25 JE Tanks 

CCA 695-70 

f to F 

120150 

132 

274. 


25 JE Tanks 

CCA 695-70 

f to F 

120150 

88 

275. 


25 JE Tanks 

CCA 695-70 

f to F 

120150 

143 

276. 


36 JE Tanks, 14 p. 

CCA 695-70 

P to F 

6080 

55 

277. 

Hetoum-Kaiqobad 

2 AR Trams 

CCA 776 

VF, F 

100120 

187 

278. 


5 AR Trams, 2p. 

CCA 776, 78 

-F 

100120 

165 

279. 

Hetoum-Kaikhusr. 

AR Tram 

CCA 786 

VF 

100120 

132 

280. 


AR Tram 

CCA 786 

F+ 

80100 

99 

281. 


2 AR Trams 

CCA 814, 27 

VF+ 

100120 

176 

282. 


3 AR Trams 

CCA 814, 5 

VF 

110130 

176 

283. 


6 AR Trams, 1 p. 

CCA 807,1521 

F-VF 

120150 

176 

284. 

Hetoum-Zabel 

6 AR Trams 

Bed grp I 

VF-EF 

120150 

88 

285. 


7 AR Trams 

Bed grp II 

FtoVF+ 

120150 

— 

286. 


6 AR Trams 

B. g. Ill, IV 

VF+ 

120150 

— 

287. 


9 AR Trams, 3 p. 

B. g. Ill, IV 

FtoVF 

100120 

— 

288. 


6 AR Trams 

B. g. Ill, IV 

VF+ 

120150 

— 

289. 


9 AR Trams 

B. g. Ill, IV 

F+toVF 

120150 

88 

290. 


7 AR Trams 

B. g. V-VII 

VF 

120150 

88 

291. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1274 

VF 

150180 

374 

292. 


AR Half tram, p. 

CCA 1276 

VF 

80100 

55 

293. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1279 

F 

120150 

715 

294. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1279 

EF 

100120 

132 

295. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1280 

-VF 

120150 

176 

296. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1283-4 

F 

120150 

110 

297. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1283 

F 

120150 

110 

298. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1284 

F 

150180 

176 

299. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1284 

f to F 

80100 

- 

300. 


AR Half tram, p. 

CCA 1284a 

F 

6080 

- 

301. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1288-9 

VF 

150180 

264 

302. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1291 

F 

120150 

187 

303. 


AR Half tram 

CCA 1291 

F 

120150 

110 

304. 

Hetoum I 

11 IE Tanks 

C 1296,301*21-2 







24,4f4345Bv 

F-VF 

180220 

264 

305. 


25 JE Tanks 

CCA 1295364 

-f 

120150 

88 

306. 


25 JE Tanks 

CCA 1295361 

-f 

120150 

110 

307. 


25 JE Tanks 

CCA 1295364 

-f 

120150 

132 

308. 


50 JE Tanks 

CCA 1295364 

Ptof 

100120 

88 

309. 


77 JE Tanks, 7 p. 

CCA 1295364 

Ptof 

100120 


310. 


10 JE Kardez, eqst 

CCA.1306,7,7(}4 

f to F 

120150 

231 

311. 


25 JE Kardez, eqst 

CCA 136582 

f 

120150 


312. 


25 JE Krdz.eqst, Ip 

CCA 136592 

f 

120150 

_ _ _ 

313. 


25 JE Kardez, eqst 

CCA 136592 

f 

120150 

— 
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314. | Hetoum I (cont.) 

315. 

316. 

317. 

318. 

319. 

320. 

32L 

322. 

323. 

324. 

I 325. | Levon II 
| 326. 

327. 

328. 

329. 

330. 

33L 

332. 

333. 

334. 

335. 

336. 

337. 

338. 

339. 

340. 

341. 

342. 

343. 

344. 

345. 

346. 

347. 

348. 

349. | Hetoum II 

350. 

351. 

352. 

353. 

354. 

355.1 

356. 1 

357. 

358. 

359. 

360. 

36L 

362. 

363. 

364. 

365. 1 Smpad 
366. 

367.1 
368. 


65 IE Krdz,eqst,5p 

10 IE Kardez, std. 

11 IE Krdz, std, lp 
25 IE Kardez, std. 
25 IE Kardez, std. 
25 IE Kardez, std. 
25 IE Kardez, std. 
55 IE Kardez, std. 
10 IE Krdz, std, lp 
25 IE Kardez, std. 
47 IE Kardez, std. 

| AR H-Z type tram 
AR H-Z type tram 
AR H-Z type tram 
| AR Tram 
AR Tram 
AR Tram 
6 AR Trams 
6 AR Trams, 4p. 

3 AR Trams 

4 AR Trams 

6 AR Trams, lp. 

7 AR Trams, lp. 
AR Half tram 

| AR Half tram 
2 AR Half trams 
AR Half tram 
I AR Half tram 
1 4 AR Half trams 
18 IE Kardezzes 
11 IE Kardezzes 
25 IE Kardezzes 
30 IE Kardezzes 
43 IE Kardez, lp. 

4 IE Kardezzes 

2 AR Billons 

3 AR Billons 
I 2 AR Billons 

4 AR Billons 
25 IE Kardez, hd. 
25 IE Kardez, hd. 
25 IE Kardez, hd. 
59 IE Kardez, hd. 
61 IE Kardez, hd 
25 IE Kardez, std. 
25 IE Kardez, std. 

| 25 IE Kardez, std. 
25 IE Kardez, std. 
24 IE Kardez, std, 
| 46 IE Kardez, std 
51 IE Kardez, std 
AR Tram 
AR Tram 
3 AR Trams 
3 AR Trams 


CCA 1303404 
CCA 1303404 
CCA 1303404 
CCA 1303404 
CCA 13034)4 
CCA 1303404 
CCA 1303404 
CCA 1406-20 
CCA 1405-20 
CCA 1405-20 1 
CCA 1424 
CCA 1427 
CCA 1427 
| CCA 1429 
CCA 1429 
CCA 1437 
CCA 1430-62 
CCA 1460-82 
CCA 1484-98 
CCA 1491-08 
CCA 1498-16 
CCA 1491-13 
CCA 1524 
CCA 1531 
CCA 1529,30 
CA- 
CCA 1537 
CCA 1429-35 
CCA 1440-58 1 
CCA 1449-69 1 
CCA 1449-69 
CCA 1449-69 
CCA 1449-69 ] 
CCA 1573 
CCA 1575-7 
CCA 1583 
CCA 1585-6 
CCA 15750,86 
CCA 1589-99 
CCA 1600-8 
CCA 15B0612 


150-180 
150-180 
120-1501 
120-150 
120-150| 
120-150 
80-100 
150-1801 
120150 
80-100 
180-2201 
150-1801 
120-150 
80-100 1 
80-100 
80-100 
120-150 
100-120| 
100-120 
120-1501 

100-120 I 
100 - 120 ! 
90-110 
80-1001 
120-150 
100-1201 
80-100 1 
120-150 1 
80-100] 
100-120 
100 - 120 ] 
60-80 
6080] 
80-100 
120-150 
180-220 
150-1801 
120-1501 
150-180 
150-1801 
150-180 


110 


110 


CCA — 

Ptof 

120-150 - 

CCA — 

P to f 

120-150 - 

CCA — 

f to F 

123-150 - 

CCA — 

f to F 

120-150 - 

CCA — 

f to F 

120-150 - 

CCA — 

f to F 

120-150 - 

CCA — 

f 

120-150 - 

CCA — 

P to f 

80-100 - 

CCA — 

Ptof 

80-100 - 

CCA 1653 

VF+ 

220-260 1375 

CCA 1653a 

VF+ 

180-220 286 

CCA 1653a 

FtoVF 

180-220 1485 

CCA 1653a 

FtoVF 

1 180-220 1 1430 
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No 

Ruler 

Coin 

Reference 

Grade 

UK£ Est. 

UK£ Sold 

369. 

Smpad (cont.) 

3 AH Trams 

CCA1653av,5v 

FtoVF 

180-220 

715 

370 


3 AR Trams 

CCA 1653av 

FtoVF 

220-260 

660 

37 L 


3 AR Trams 

CCA 1653a 

FtoVF 

180-220 

462 

372 


3 AR Trams 

CCA 1653a 

FtoVF 

180-220 

220 

373. 


3 AR Trams 

OCA16SaR4 

FtoVF 

180-220 

286 

374. 


4 AR Trams 

CCA 1653,6,7v 

F 

180-220 

330 

375. 


AR Tram 

CCA- 

F+ 

220-260 

286 

376. 


AR Tram 

CCA- 

VF 

220-260 

286 

377. 


3 AR Trams 

CCA- 

F 

100-120 

176 

378. 


3 AR Trams 

CCA 1661-4 

F 

100-120 

88 

379. 


4 AR Trams 

CCA 1661-8 

F 

120-150 

121 

380. 


4 AR Trams 

CCA 1668-73 

F 

120-150 

132 

381. 


4 AR Trams 

CCA 1674-6 

F 

120-150 

132 

382. 


6 AR Trams 

CCA 165974v 

F 

120-150 

121 

383. 


6 AR Trams 

CCA 1661-74 

f-F 

120-150 

110 

384. 


6 AR Trams 

CCA- 

-F 

100-120 

— 

385. 


7 AR Trams 

CCA- 

-F 

100-120 

— 

386. 


20 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1678722 

f 

120-150 

— 

387. 


20 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1678-722 

f 

120-150 

— 

388. 


40 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1678722 

Ptof 

80-100 

55 

389. 


61 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1678722 

P 

80-100 

66 

390. 


65 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1678-722 

P 

80-100 

66 

391. 

Gosdantin 

IE Kardez 

CCA 1728 

f 

80-100 

88 

392. 


IE Kardez 

CCA 1730 

-F 

100-120 

154 

393. 


IE Kardez 

CCA 1730 

-F 

100-120 

121 

394 


IE Kardez 

CCA 1730 

F 

80-100 

— 

395. 


IE Kardez 

CCA 1732 

f 

60-80 

55 

396. 


IE Kardez 

CCA 1732 

f 

6080 

55 

397. 


3 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1728, 32 

Ptof 

80-100 

— 

398. 


3 IE Kardezzes 

CCA- 

f 

80-100 

121 

399. 


4 IE Kardezzes, lp 

CCA- 

P to f 

6080 

— 

400. 

Levon III 

6 AR Takvorins 

CCA 1734-41 

f to F 

100-120 

154 

401. 


6 AR Takvorins 

CCA 1741-3 

f to F 

100-120 

132 

402. 


6 AR Takv., lp. 

CCA 1776-90 

f to F 

100-120 

— 

403. 


2 AR Takvorins 

CCA 1746,74 

VF, F 

100-120 

264 

404. 


6 AR Takvorins 

CCA 1746-74 

f to F 

80-100 

55 

405. 


14 AR Takv., lp. 

CCA- 

f 

100-120 

— 

406. 


15 IE Kardezzes 

CCA — 

f to F 

150-180 

— 

407. 


15 IE Kardezzes 

CCA- 

f to F 

150-180 

110 

408. 


40 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1807-39 

f 

80-100 

110 

409. 


40 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1807-39 

f 

80-100 

110 

410. 


40 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1807-39 

f 

80-100 

99 

411. 


109 IE Kardezzes 

CCA 1807-39 

Ptof 

100-120 

99 

412. 

Oshin 

2 AR Coron. trms 

CCA 1840-1 

VF+ 

180-220 

352 

413. 


2 AR Coron. trms 

CCA 1845 

VF+ 

180-220 

352 

414. 


3 AR Coron. trms 

CCA 1843-7 

VF+ 

180-220 

308 

415. 


3 AR Coron. trms 

CCA 1843-7 

VF 

180-220 

286 

416. 


5 AR Coron. trms 

CCA 1843,5 

F 

180-220 

286 

417. 


9 AR Takv. 3p. 

CCA 1864-88 

f to F 

120-150 

— 

418. 


10 AR Takvorins 

CCA 1923-32 

f to F 

140-160 

— 

419. 


17 AR Takv., 2p. 

CCA- 

f to F 

150-180 

— 

420. 


22 IE Poghs 

OCA 1906a45a 

f 

120-150 

— 

421. 


22 IE Poghs 

OCA1906a-45a 

f 

120-150 

110 

422. 


38 IE Poghs 

OCA1906a-45a 

Ptof 

6080 

— 

423. 


6 AR Tkv o/s Arb 

CCA 1946-7 

F 

80-100 

110 
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No. 


Ruler 


Coin 


Reference 


Grade 
f to F 


U K£ Est. 
120-150 


UK£ Sold 


424. 

425. 

426. 

427. 

428. 

429. 

430. 

431. 

432. 

433. 

434. 

435. 

436. 

437. 

438. 

439. 

440. 

441. 

442. 

443. 

444. 
445 

446. 

447. 

448 

449 

450. 

451. 

452. 
453 
454. 
455 

456. 

457. 

458. 
459 

460. 

461. 

462 

463 

464 

465. 

466. 

467. 

468. 
469 
470. 
47L 
472. 

473 

474 

475. 

476. 

477. 

478. 


Guy 


Gosdantin III 


Levon IV | 12 AR Takvorins 

14 AR Takvorins 

11 AR Takvorins 
14 AR Takvorins 
20 AR Takvorins 
14 AR Takvorins 
24 AR Takvorins 
20 AR Takvorins 
2 AR Takv. L/left 

27 AR Takv. 3p. 

10 IE Large poghs 

12 IE L. poghs, lp. 
23 HE Poghs 
20 IE Poghs 

28 IE Poghs 
10 AR Tkv o/s Arb 

13 AR Tkv c/sArb 
17 AR Tkv a/s Arb 
20 AR Tkv a/s Arb 
23 AR To/s Arb, 7p 
2 AR Takvorins 

2 AR Takvorins 

3 AR Takv., lp. 

6 AR Takv., lp. 
AR Takv. Tarsus 
2 AR Tkv Tarsus 

5 AR Takv., Sis 

6 AR Takv., Sis 

14 AR Tkv Sis, 2p 
12 AR Takv., Sis 
AR Tkv. o/s Arb 

Levon the Usurper | 7 AR Takv., lp. 

6 AR Takvorins 
6 AR Takvorins 

4 AR Takvorins 
6 AR Takvorins 

8 AR Takv.,lp. 

6 AR Takvorins 

5 AR Takvorins 

9 AR Takvorins 

6 AR Takvorins 

20 AR Takv., 4p. 
28 AR Takv., 2p. 
6 IE Poghs 
17 IE I^iw/ftcv die 

Levon V | AR Billon 

AR Billon 
2 AR Billons 
6 AR Billons 
16 IE Poghs 
15 IE Poghs 

21 IE Poghs, lp. 
13 IE Takv. type 
350 
26 IE 


Gosdantin IV 


Post Roupenian 
Miscellaneous 
Antioch 


CCA 1949-68 
CCA 1949-68 
CCA 1955-70 
CCA 1945-70 
CCA — 

CCA 1960-91 
CCA — 

CCA — 

CCA 1994,5 
CCA — 

CCA 1990-2001 
CCA 2002 
CCA 2005-16 
CCA 20 17-27 
CCA 2017-27 
CCA 2027-8 
CCA 2027-8 
CCA 2027-8 
CCA 2027-8 
CCA 2027-8 
CCA 2030-33 
CCA 2034 
CCA 2030-33 
CCA2034-7 
CCA 2043 
CCA 2044-5 
CCA 2051-78 
OCA 2057-2113 
CCA — 

CCA 2121-23 
CCA- 
CCA 2 129-44 
CCA 2142-51 
CCA 2142-63 
CCA — 

CCA — 

CCA — 

CCA 2171-2214 
CCA 21742213 
CCA — 

CCA 2174, 
CCA — 

CCA — 

CCA 2217-35 
CCA — 

CCA — 

CCA 2241 
CCA 2238 
CCA — 

CCA 2242-5 
CCA 2242-4 
CCA 22424 
CCA 2247 
CCA — 


f to F 
f to F 
f to F 
f to F 
f to F 
f 
f 

P,F 
f 

f to F 
PtoF 
f 
f 

P to f 
F 
F 

f to F 
f 

Ptof 
F 
F 
-F 
f to F 
F 
f to F 
f to F 
f to F 
f 

Ptof 
VF 
f to F 
f to F 
f to F 
-F 
f to F 
Ptof 
f to F 
f to F 
f to F 
-F 
f 

Ptof 
f to F 
P 
VF 
F 
F 

P to f 
f 
f 

Ptof 

PtoF 

Ptof 

PtoF 


150-180 
100-120 | 
120-150 
150-180 
120-150 
120-150 
80-100 
100-120 
100-120 
120-150 
60-80 
120-150 
120-150 
60-80 
150-180 
180-220 
150-180 
120-150 
80-100 
120-150 
120-150 
120-150 
120-150 
100-120 
120-140 
80-100 
80-100 
80-100 
60-80 1 
120-150 
120-150 
120-150 
120-150 
120-150 
80-100 
80-100 
120-150 
100-120 
120-150 
120-150 
100-120 
120-150 
120-150 
120-150 
150-180 
60-80 
120-150 
80-100 
150-180 
100-120 
60-80 
120-150 
200-250 
150-200] 


121 

88 

881 


176 

110 


132 

88 


154 


88 
121 1 
551 
55 

77 


88 

6061 

77 

881 


1761 

1761 

2091 
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<!>pn3>. UJWbS SO , uU. < m?SblVub 
4u.3bu»bu.‘u n-piurutpriKu u.anbpn.c 

[U, ifi|i rm|wm_ir ] 


Iniuuifinqfi (t>pn$. Uuiqhui SoGuimkuikuiGfi fiuijtuilguG qpuiduiqfiuiuituiG dnqnifui&nG, u^fuuipfifi 
dh&uiqniGhptG dfiG, l<uiqiJmiu6 tp qpuidGhpp niunidGuiufiphim Giguiinuilpuf: OnipfiGbuiG qpuidGhptG 
2 iuui dh& pjiinij. opfiGuitGhp oquiuiqnp&nihgiuG Tnl^in. £uipkfl 'nuinilihiuGfi ^nqJt fyiuqUkim ftp 
ui 2 fuuipuifin.£uil) ^bLbkk“ , ^ J q-puiiriilipQ^ puiGuiufipnip-huiG Ipipiqniup. fnu HGfib^pufi dt2 bppt*- 

duihpfid puipbl^ual, Uuiqhui fiduignig pt 6puiqpiu& t niunidGuiufipki ftp qpuidGhpp, fiG^iqtu Guib uiuinGg 
tft2|i qpuidiuqfuinhpp, m qphi dfi puiGfi qfippbp: O-dpuifumuipuip bp^iup *uiiqpkguii ftp hpuiqGhpp 
fipui^iuGiugGbim fiiuduip: bp dnqnifuidnifiG fnu UGfikipu fiuiuGhitG uiruug fiGl^iui l|uxpnuu6uifiiup ni 
fihnuigun uqu u^fuiupfitG: ( r VuiduipuiGuil)uiGGhpniG fiuiduip inh'u Tpu.duj^f.uiuj^m'u Z,u*Ht u » 

1993, t2 59-60:) 

U.uiqtuifi qpuiduiqfiuuutuiG fluiiutupuiftnG l^iuqUniiud tp 'Htipnip, ffipuiGiuG: bp fnu U«Gfik\pu 
fiiuuimuinmbitG huip, ftp dnqnifuiimG fipbG fihuibkguii b fiuidpnpqhg dfiG^b fnGqnG: Uuiqkuifi duifitG 
king, ftp pGinuiGfigp npn2bg ifuifiiunhi qpuidGhpp uifinipqfi dfigngiui b juiG&Gbg quiGnGg fnGqnGfi 
quiuuituiG qpuid ifwfiuinnq UififiGg fiuiuiniuuiniphiuG: 

U.uvqbinfi dnqnifui&nG niGtp puiqduipfu fiuiqniuiqtuin qpuidGbp: UdhGtG uukifi' dnqnifuidnG 
fluiiuipnip dpG tp qpuiduiqfuinhpm (SfiqpuiG P-fi £npkpqpuidhuiGGkp b ppnGqGbp, Udpuiuifi qpuidGbp, 
02fiGfi o&duiG qpuidGbp U iu^G): d’nqmfiu&njfi 4662 qpuidGhpp puidGniuid tfiG 369 funidphpni (120- 
47 8), qnp l)p iqiupmGiuljtp U>pinui 2 tuhuiG fiiupuinnipkiuG, tTnifigfi U bndduiqhGtfi fiuiit'wt'^G 
puiqiuinpnipkuiGg, 4,uijuiuinuiGfi ifhpuiphphuq finndtuituiG ni fiu^uuIuil(uiG, bqhufiui ni uiiqui 
ilfqfitbiuG 4,unuiuiuuiiuGft qpuidGbp: U“fi guiGfi ni 2 uiqpuu qpuidGbp. SfiqpuiG U>-fi ppnGqt qpuidGbp (17 
tuinp), SfiqpuiG 9-fi £nphgqpuidbuiG (44) ni qpuifudui (6) U 38 ppnGqt qpuidGkpni funulpbp (800 
tumpt uub\fi), Upuiuiiiuqq R-fi ppnGqGbpm 0 funivlpbp (27), Upuiui 2 tu P (13), SfiqpuiG 9> (41), 
SfiqpiuG ^ (31), Upuuuuuqq 9> (6), SfiqpuiG T> U bpiuuinj (18), trrnfip b 4ndduiqhGtfi ppnGqGbp, 
OmpfiGbuiG fi 2 fuiuGGbpni ppnGqGbp (24), fbnG U-fi hptqpuid (9) ni tfmuiqpuid (3) b dfi uinfu&mf 
odduiG qpuid (1), 4h]frnid-S(unqtlti l|jiuiuqjmid (13), fbnG P-Ji Guifuui-o&duiG qpuiil (3) ni 
tfiuuiqpuid (11), 4b]»nul P-fi phl n C (H)» UUpuxu 1 ^ o&UiuG ni upupq qpuuIGbp (72), bnuuiuiGqfiG U.-fi 
jiiupuitq (16), 02bGfi oftiluiG qpiuil (16), l^nuulluGq^G 9-^ i&iuqninpfiG lpi|uniui6 SuipunG (3) U 
uipiupbptGnif lfliljGiuqpn 2 tfniuid piuqmnpfiG dp, fbnG b-fi pfifinG (10) U ifinq (62): 

d’nqnifiuftnG Ub6 tp uifimpqfi dp fiiuduip: JifiqfipuitiuG uihuiuljtuinif' qnpftGiutuiG ni 2uifiuntm itp 
Gtuipb^ pn^np qpuxdGbpp m tiuuuu^nqfiG dt2 miqb^, bpp Ip^PP- 6p qpuidGbp dfi jiiuGfi ifuuniGui 
qGiufiiuuinuu6 thG fipbGg giuft npuiljfiG iquiuifiiunnif: ITfuu tnqdtG i&qpiutgnipbuidp uifinipqfiG 
duxuGuitgnqGbpp fidiuuuinii&biudp lfliGiup qfiG umuijuiptb^ puiGfi np ifinppuiduiuGnipfuGp Gtuipniiuft 
tp duxGpiuduiuGmi»biudp Gl|uipiuqpniiu6 gmgiutiuqpnqfiG t n n.6ts 

(d'tb 96 qbqiuinfiiq GtiupGbp uiutiuiG uiunGg 34-p uipniuift ^G SfiqpuiG ITbdfi ^npbp- 

qpuidbiuGGbpniG ni qpiufuduiGbpniG: ITGuigbui^ 62 GlpupGbpp tD uiiuuil^uiG^G 4518 Ijinnp qpiudGbpniG: 
n>puiduiqfiinuil|uiG uifinipqGbp dbft l|bpiqnif fidiuumuqfig bG fipbGg iqiupniGuil(nii»buiG iqiumfiumnif: 
•rdniuipuiduiin^bifi ni fiiuqnuuqfuin qpiudGhp tpGuiG &bnp phpnifi^ qpiuduifiuiiiupGbni l)uid |»uiGqui- 
puiGGbpni Ijnqdt uifinipqGbpni pGi»iugpfiG: r VpuidiuqtuiG^hpni fiiuduip GduiG uifinipqGbp dbft tnpniuui tp 
GbplpuiuigGhG, iiuiGfi np dnqnitiudnifi dp qpuiduiqfuuihpp jiuibui l|D flpn^C h fum^pbpp hppbji ^bG 
tpGuip ifhpuituiqdnifq: 8bui uijuni SoGiuiqbinbuiGfi dnqmfuidnjfiG qpiuduiqfiunbpp niunidGuiufipni)»buiG 
uuifidiuGtG uiGqfiG 1<D dGuiG puiGuiutpCbpni fiiuduip: SoGuiiqbuibuiGfi dnqnifuidnG fifidui uiuipuiftniuift t 
ui 2 fuuipfifi uidtG t nj ldp b qpuiduiqtuiGbp' fippb inbqbtuiqpnipfnG fip qpuidGhpniG, niGfiG dfuujG UifipGjifi 
pfii 102 tuid «UpdtGfuu> duitqfipnif npuilpiiiufi l|uiinuiinqfiG dt2^ ^P qpuidGbpmG quiuuiinpnij&fuGp: 

UififiCpfi i»fu 102 lufinipqp ul^uuu fnGqnGfi dt2» 2 Uiupm 1994-fiG, uinuiiouibuiG duidp 10:00- 
fiG: cfuidp 10:45-fiG t^PQ-D fiuiuuid tp SoGuiufbuibuiGfi qpuidGhpniG: 0pn2 fiiuqniuiqfuui b pGinfip 
qpuidGbp pbpfiG uitGtuiinuu6tG 2^^ uub^fi qGiufiiuuinid: dnqniluiftnG t'uitCtui^nifip ftiufunifq 60, GOO- 
65, 000 ifiuiniGinfi: Ufinipqfi pGpuigpfiG 2"iP2 ^umG funidpbp ^duifunibgiuG: b'uifumnqGbpp qGuifiunn- 
ihguiG 86,000 ifiiuniGinli 2niP25 Uiqui dGuigui&GhpG ui^ duifunibgiuG uiji uiGfiuiuiGbpni: 

SoGuiiqhinbiuGfi uifinipqp ifhpguiguii ttuopt kinj* duidp l:60-fiG: bphp diudnuuG pGpuigjifiG 
UuufbuifiG fiuijtuilpuG qpiudGbpp uuupuidnibguiG ui 2 fuuipfifi j>npq qfiG quiGninq qpuiduifiuuuiuGbpniG' 
uui fid puipbtuid U.uu|huifiG jniquiptuunpnipbiuG ifhp2fiG 6tuG tp: 

b. O'. ‘ubPUtUbUb 
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16 SPINK & SON, LTD. Ancient and Medieval Coins from the Collection of Professor 
Asbed Donabedian (1923-1993). Coin Auction 102: Ancient, Foreign and English 
Coins and Commemorative Medal. London: Spink & Son, Ltd., 2 March 1994, pp. 12- 

De^rtption of°4552 Armenian corns or coins relating to Armenia to be sold at aiaction 
are giv^n: Arsames (ca. 240-230 B.C.). bronze coins displaying equestrian, Nike and 
club reverses' Abdissares (ca. 210 B.C.), a bronze with eagle reverse; Tigranes I (123-96 
B.cj, bronze’ corns displaymg a branch of tree, standing figure, and Nike; Tigranes H 
(97-56 B C ), tetradrachms and drachms displaying the Tyche on the reverse, mnze 
coins displaying Tyche, Heracles, comucopiae ear of com, quadriga Damascus ^che 
seated and standing. Nike, palm-branch, tripod, and h ^;^ v ^ e s n (56-34 B^) 
bronze coins displaying Nike and ear of com reverses, Artaxias II (30-20 B.C.). bronzes 
displaying Nike Reverse; Tigranes III (20-8 B.C.). bronze coins displaying elephant 
Nike haSe. eagle, and blga on their reverses; Tigranes IV (8-5 B.C.) bronzes coii^th 
Nike plenhant Heracles eagle, and double axe reverses, bronzes of Artavasdes HI (5 
££> prunes IV and Erato 12 B.C.-AD. 1). bronze corns displaying 

female figure holding comucopiae and horse protome reverses; a bronze of Mithridates 
Callinicus (ca 96 B.C.) with Athena reverse; Mithridates II (ca. 92 B.C.), bronze coins 
with club and humped bull reverses; Antiochus I (69-34 B.C.), bronze coins displaying 
Tigranes the Great/Lion of Commagene; bronze coins of Edessa; Islamic coins relating 
to^Armenla; Roman coins with legends APMEN1A, ARMENIA, A^EI^CVS^ ARMEN, 
REX ARMEN DAT; Cilician Armenia, baronial copper issues of Gosdantin I 1109b 
1099) Toros I (1100-1123), Toros II (1144-1168), Levon n (1187-1199); regal Issues 
Levon I (1199-1226). double trams, half double u-^s. coronaUontr^^th oneand 
two lions, regular trams and half trams, and tanks; Hetoum I (1226-1271), Hetoum 
Kaiqobad’ bilingual trams. Hetoum-Kaikhusrew bilingual trams, Hetoum-Zabel regu ar 
trams and half trams, tanks, equestrian and regular kardezzes; Levon II 
pre-coronation trams, trams, half trams struck with tram dies, and kardezzes, Hetoum 
U (1289-1306). billons and kardezzes with king's bust facing ^d^ king seated, Smpad 
(1296-1298), coronation trams, regular trams and kardezzes, Gosdantin 1 U298 J, 
kardezzes; Levon III (1301-1307). takvorins and kardezzes; P sh ^J^ 30 T 8 ;J n 3 n 2( ^ 
coronation trams, takvorins. poghs. and takvorins overstruck in Arabic, Levon (IV 
(1320-1342), takvorins, takvorins with lion facing left, large ^d small pcgis, 
takvorins overstruck in Arabic; Guy (1342-1344), takvorins; Gosdantom( 1^-1363) 
takvorins struck in Tarsus and regular takvorins stuck in Sis, a t^orin ^struck 
in Arabic and noghs struck in Sis; Levon the Usurper (1363-1365), takvorins, 
Gosdantin’ IV (1365-1373). takvorins and poghs; Levon V (1374-1375), billons mid pogs 
Post Roupenian copper coins; Antioch, Crusader type billon deniers and Seyuq 

dlrl W S «,* hi. 4562 tu.jlfu.lfu.i. ?pu,Ji.bpn L IfUiJ ^u.jwuu.wi.f. {bp^pbpbu. L vpu.Ji.bpn. 

i,Lu.nLnn.ph.i.i,bpp- 240-230 WU, ppniitf W^hp npniig bm/A ufuiu-tf pn.uib 

\ k iLY^P<Bu.np!!.Ll l rV/Ji. U P r t f,uu, p t« ( t n.pf 210 l.*.), Pl.ni.tf *pu,J Jp npn.i. bu.f.1 
Lu.LbSu.1 tlpbf,? Sf.* P L a (123-96 *,.*•), PP nhtf "r nh s 

bu.n.' Lhtfjb Li Jn L Bu.rfu.i.u.k- Sf. * P ~% P (97-50 W), t npb^pu.Jbu,^b nL 

^.LJp npnitg buifih igiutntf^ini.tub i; fiu.fuu,p, ppniitf yu.Ji.bp npnhg Igi.u.tfbpn.i. 

pplltf IpMp SZrfJlfi SHpL\ ( 20-8 Uto, {^%Yl^) P ppnttf 

Sr.ni.tf nnLiibp uipaJit Jplu.^.^ 9-f.i. (5-2 l * ) Upbiiuiuf, ^u.u.tf pu.u,f, ufn^. Sfopuii. 'b L 
bpullnj h V*- 8*- 1), ppnhtf ^puiJiibp npniig bu.f.1 ufu.u.tfpn.u.b £ ^inugf, giJW *£ 
uiJu.pbff.Lp pn.ii.ub L if.ni. u.n-ujfu.J uiup np u,f If pi.pu.iiwp ITf.^p^u.n, kuiffj. f.\ n “b 
’L'P) ppnittf rj.putJ Jp Upbituiuf. ufuiuitf puiuifiufu^ U^pifuiu, fi *, *•), ppn ^7/^ 
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U'b'mLU t MlPtt aU.MA> TJMUUulk\»WL\*t 


Z.U 1 ibrnbrnh Jbqmjhbpf, ^mqmqnjh opfihmlfhbpp u m b qb n ub g fih 17 -pq qmpf, bplfpnpq If^ufih L 
Jhbfh. mnnh JmJmhmlfhbpp qmpqmhnLJ bh bplfnL p' Z,mjmummhnLj L uif, (iLiLpnLJ 

(mmppbp bplfphbpfi 4mjm t mm rfm jpb pm.iT): IFmjp 4mjpbhfipnLj ufmmJnLpbmh pbfimgpp nrhh- 
quML. m jhm huh qmpqmgnLj, np Jbqmjmjfih mpnLbump mjumbq ulfqphmLnpni.bg mub jf, nLj, pm 
uJifiLiLuh uju qP m Lm jpb pnLtf i GnLp\ bplfnL mmuhbmlf hplfphbpf, 4mjm j mm ^mjpbpnLJ ufmmpmu- 
mnLb, bh Jbqmjhbp, npnhp, mhlfmulfmb, tfpbfn ± mbqf, Jbqmjmjfih mpnLbumf, mmppbp qujpng- 
hbph mhif ft 9m If mh mqqb gn L p f,L.h p L mn.mhth m jmmlfnLp ftLhhb p p, pbiTmhbpf, phmpnLpbmJp, Ifm- 
mmpJmh „£„</, qpnJp ftLhhh pntf L mjfh JhnLJ bh fthphmmfiuf L mn.mhthmhm jmf mbqf, mpnLbumf, 
m iT pn q£m Ifmh n l p L.h [, g , q.mn.hnLj bh mnLbmf qmqPo£mfuf, hbppfih fiLpn^f, ifmLb pmqpmlfmh ulfqp- 
hmqpfiLp, 

bpk ulfqphmlfmh jp^mhnuJ jfijbmj Jbrjmjhbpp qnLpu tffih qmfjiu mnLbmf qmqPo£m[u(, 
jp£mhmlfhbpf,g, miqm ifbplfih hplfnL-bpbp mmuhmJ bmlfhb pf, phpmgpnLj mjq Jbqmjhbpfig jmmb- 
pp mhJ fi^mlfmhop^h m ptujqmh pn L J bh 4m j ftpmlfmhnLpbmh hjmhmLnp f, pmqm ptn L p fiihh b p f,h, 
u m mh m jnif 4m J m4m jlfmlfmh 4hjbqnLp f,Lh: 

f*L pmpmhjJiL p qmrfftm^mjpf, Jbqmjmjfih mpnLbump nLhbgbf £ qmpqmgjmh fiLpn^f, phpmgp, 

If mh bpbphbp, npmbq mju mpnLbump nLhbgbf £ Jhb mmpmbnLj L hpmhg ufmmpmumnLJp qmptbf 
\ mLmhrjmlfmh, IF ftLuhb pnLiI umbqbnLbf bh mn.fi p f, g-mn.fi p , mn.mhtf,h fumhqm^mnhh pf, hmfum- 
tbn.hrtL pbmJp i 

hpmhm4mj qmqfim^m jpbpn L J Jbqmjmjf, h mpnLbumf, qmpqmgnLJ p 4h mLmhrj £, prmjmb mjh 
PnqmplfLHLJ £ Jbb phq4mmn L Jh h pnif L pmhmlfmuft;u \f n± mjhpmh jmm L mmpmbnLmbx Ujq 
ufmm&mn.ni[ ftLpmpmhjJtLp h np Jbqmjfi IjmJ hnp J bqm jm qn pb-m pnLh ummq^m f, f, jmjm qmfp 
jfipmLf , jmjmhnLp/iLh $ 4m jlfmlfmh Jbqmjmjfih mpnLbump mJpnqjfmlfmh hb plfm jm ghb fnL 4mJmp, 

UmL^h fmpmfumhhmhfi Jbrjmjhbpp pmhmljnif jmm £bh L umbqbnLbf bh mpLbummq^mf, 
hmpmtbn.hn pbmJp, mqmqnjh op fihmljp J h qm jmqnpb p ufmmpmumbj £ 1981 p., hnLfipbjm f mjh 

fipmhfi 4h mqn jh 4m jlfmlfmh ufm ppb pmlfmh U«l_tlJ> pbpPf, 4fiJhmqpJmh 50-mJbmljfihx iXrlfmp 1) 

IFhqmjf, mn-mlfrh hpbup nL hf, qpnLpfiLh' «50-lU,l"b»’ bplfpnpq bpbuf, qmjmf, IfbhmpnhnLj 
«60», np/, 4 bpLnuJ hbppbnLj «U.lTbU.M», fth t “tk u L J n P b fbmhmlfmh pnLmlfmhhbp' 

fl931-1981»: ILh qpnLmqnrJj j £ m pbm p f, g L ufqht/ig (nulfh^pnLmb), mpmJmqfibp 30 JJt 

1985 p~ S’ C L U1 pm fumhbmhp umbqbbj ( bplfnL Jbqmp ’bpmhg/rg J^lfp hn l/i p n Lmb £ Z^mjmu- 
mmh /, 2^mh p m ufb m n l p b mh 4n.JmlfJmhp (1918 p. IF m j/iu/t 28)s IF ft bpbu/r ij^pmj ujmmlfb pnLmb £ 
ZfUJ juiuwitjij ^tuhptu ufbmnLpbmh qfthmhjmhp, frulf bplfpnpqfih 2,mj O bqmt/in /umlfmh 'hrnjh mlfgrtL— 

PfiLh IfnLumlfgnLpbmh qjihmhjmhp, npf, { bpLni-J cZ,-8-T-», hbppLnLjT «1890»: IFbqmjp qpnLmq- 
Lb f ( P'b4pmhnLif, mpbmp/rg , mpmJmqfibp 30 JJx (Xrlfmp 2) 

IF fiLU Jbqmjp hnL ft pnLmb £ 4m j mhnLmhfi qpnq PmtpfpnL bhhqbmh 150-mJbmlffihi Un.m£fih 
b pbufth ufmmlfbpnLMtb £ PmfpifrnL Ifftumhqp/ih, IffiumP^p qlfuf f, m£ (tlfmp 3)i bplfpnpq bpbujih 
tfmprjbmlf , npf, mm If pm!j)if)nL <2.uijli uim.p raj^ iini[iiil|> umbqbmtjnpbnLp fiLh fig J fi 4mmnLmb- 

cu.pT-bO'P s-ianh b u* on <HJ.iru.*uu.M 

SbirubL imUbUb S-UuKb Uh T-n0tU.M, 
bb lurfb bfmrh8 m^nbhjs 
'VblTb'b bPb*b8 Uhmb'b i,U.8Pb*bb*P». 

IrbppLnLj q p n Lm qn Lmb £ Jbqmjmqnpbfi mhnJhp <2.U.Nb'^ >! m pbm p fig mpmJmqfibp 

35 JJ, qpnLmqnLb j £ fbb4pmhnLjx PhqmJ \hp bplfnL op/thmlf ufmm pmumnLh j £ hmL nulfnLg. 

UjhnL4hmh- bplfnL Jbqmj umbqbnLbf £ 1990 P •» 'bp^gf‘3 * kkll hnLftpnLmb £ Z,mj Qbqm- 
ifin fumljmh %mjhmlfgnLp fiLh IfnLumlfgnLpbmh 4fiJhmqpJmh 100 -mJbmlffih, Wbqmjfi mn.m£fih Ifnq- 

J fih ufm m If b pnLmb If IfnLumlfgnLpbmh qjih mh jmh p U. qpnLpfiLh, bplfp n pq bpbufih mmn-b— 

pfig J f, m 4 ft lu n Lmb ifhhqbj, npp ufmmlfb punrJ ^ mpbnLfi qfn L fu, ifpmh IfnLumlfgnLpbmh qfihm- 
hjmhp 1 tfbhqbff, 4bqfihmlfh £ hlfmpftj U • U nLqmqbmhpi \jb ppbnLj bqpntf jnpb fbmhmlfmh pnLm- 

Ifmhhbph bh <1890-1990>i iXrlfmp 4) 
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Ujh Jbq~j k hn.bpbj 2,~J J-r^-di-kniP"* «U.PU.PUS» If^J uslfb p^n.- 

p b ~hp. J~<~h~AL Jbq~jb^ fp~J Uftuurlfhpnt-Utb bh J~pqu.il.bpbh phnp nj VH”P""iP “"T'’" 

k ~hb^ Abn.b~Pf.~lt, th^p" L b pn.h q p~J~p~bkb ^"9’ """ ^ WJl * br *"*“ 

J~ k bpujn.pb~h ~hnuuh u k qpb~~~n.h pb bh «Z,*lT-U.- ,L »-»* (h k ^P 

bhjujiu ju.ju.bf, t, 1 ±-r* W*^ Au.j~u~~bn L J ft p~ijpni.pfii.hp ~jhyf,uf,h ip, np phu .fon.- 
Pb.hpq~hqn.~bopih plqhn.J ip ^jpbhf, <nqp, <~hqpn.~hhjnf~~ppbpbp k pbhpn.J, 

uLLlhbpf, qq~jb J~up ~^L~p~l i ~hhbp L ~p<bu~~.nphbp tf,h ~jq p.n.J L 

IpHhuhg l~bpp phu.ljn.pf.uh <.u,uu,u.u,bgf,h bp~hn.J, npf, <~J nuljb p t n.pb u,b ju.ju.bf. ljbhu.- 
nnhhhpL \ L Up £n.q~ h, llju~bq ~ pC.b u~~.n phb p +nfu~hgn.J kf,h nuljbp^h ~pn^u~f, L 
^u.pC.bll qu.gu,hf.phbpp ubphqbB ubpn.hq, Ujuujf.uf, J f, ph u, u.h f, p f, g ip h~L £■ ^‘upu.Juu.hbu.- 
bp. Up &-.q~b ubpuropih lju.uj.nuJ i C.U. jlju.lju.b Jhq~ L ~jf,h ~pn.bu~f, uju.~Jn.pb~h <lb~, 
Ujuopnuuj ~n.b~jhbp4 <~jlj~lj~b ~Jbh~C.f,h Jbq~jp u~h.jbn.bj i 11-prj q- L~nlj.n.J i Up 
StnuLjh lj Ju.LLlj~hf, ~hn.~h tb~: ITjq Jhq~jbbpp uj~~p~u~n.bj bh , 1673 /?• Up 
n~jf, j~j~hf, ph~~hf,phbpf,g Jkkb hbpk~j~ B n.gbt^pH-p fbp~ijb b k l 

~~phhbp ~ujpbj L qnpbbj lupnu l ~t i u.b bpljphbpn.J . Z,~.~hopih ^ bhb~f,ljn.J Ij ~J U.Ju~bpq~- 
Jn.J, npqbq 17-lS-pq qq ~~p~bn.J if,h q~bj J~uh~.np uj~~n.b pbb pn^ uj~~p~u~nuub Jb- 
q~jhbpp\pf.qnp *bp~kP uj~~n.f,pbj ip f, P uj~~ k bpn^ Jbq~jhbp (hpljn. ~~ppbp~lj)> 

Z,b~~q~jn.j , bpu.hf, nuljbptu.lju.h Ijbh~ pnhhb pn.J 18-19-/^ qq- <~J nutjb pbflbpb Ijnq Jf. 8 
~~~p~u~n.bj bh 9-pbqnp Ln.u~.npf.jf, L tfJf,~bhf, lTu.jp ~~&~pf, uj~~Ijbphbpnf, "P"^^ 

‘~~ p~bn.J bh nuhbgbj <~j f, p~lju.hn.p f,.hn.J , /.bjuj^u ^~j~u~~hn.J, ~jhujiu kj ~~PP b P h PjP 
hbpf, t~J~J~~ i~jpbpn.j . hpu.hn.J C.~jlj~lju.h Jbq~jbbp uj~~p~u~.n.J bh L ~pqf, J~J~- 

h~ljhb pn.J i 

(Ljhujbu np S~.ih t L~p~fu~hb~hp bhn.bj L qnpbbj i ~jhujl,uf, Jf,f~^~jpn~f (Up &n.q~- 
fb-bC.pLhX np~bg Jbq~j u~bqbbjnu, ~jh f,ppL ~bqf, Jf,f~‘f~jpf’ <u.J~p phqn.hb jf, ~pn.bu~~- 
AL bqbj i ~~p~bn?~b L phqn.hb L p pi f,hjn. ~~uhb~lj u,~pf,hbp qp~qn.bjn ± nuljbp t ~- 

lj~h ~ pn.b u~ nif, h~ hn.ftpbg f,pbh b~L Jbq~j~jf,h ~pnU,u~f, h, 

2- ‘l~p~fu~hb~hf, J bq~ jhb p fib phnpnj bh h~fu L ~ru~? <bqf,h~lj/, fbp~pbpJn.hpp ~h- 
Jf,9~b~h ~pA~q~h/n.Jp qiujf, Uf~~J~lj‘uh f, p~q~ pin.p f,.hhb p p, \,p~ qpbpi pnjnp Jbq~ L ~ 
hbpphn.bpnJb bh jnpbjb-hhbpbh, ILju ~bu~ k b^b 3 ibl^L Jb ^ k [\ 

\~n.hn.VJj bAu.hn.pblh b P L~P^Pb^Pb^ u,pA~q~b<nq, ~hJ bt^hopib fbp~ph- 

pnq jnLj~pA~hhbpi 

Ub-u UqJba “,jq Jhq~jbhpp bpu.hb q~qP<>f~Pb nj~~Jn.pb~hh n. Jju.ljnjPbhhn.bp- 
u~b flj~jn.pb.hhbp bh t npnbf bWP’-k k'^h p~g~j~j~bjn. <~J~J~~ k^pubb uj~~- 
J n.p b ~h npnj~kb kl^Pb jn.u~p~hJ ~hp< 

npnif ^PH ~ /»"““« W"? tb 

jA.Abn.bj ~hbjn. Jbb $b~h.n.p b^hb p, 

Ur~uhAbh n.qn.J bJ hjbj P~$$n. qbJ~f~hq~kp > W jbpu»-b •bypu.b~.~J Jnhn.Jbh~~j 
u~hq~k / ITbb fb^wuwhp uj~~kbpn.~b i Jp^jb. U^p, u,u.pbg <~u~ft.J, J~~ V ~V 
Ifhlj-qnpbp ku.pnq~gh L i J~hp~p~hq~kP hbpku.J~ghbj qjJyb J~h p~J ~uhb pnf npp uj~~- 
kh^h LqnpqnuJi ~p~~ J~ J^k^h-uP b*> *~p~vpn.Pb* ^Ab^.J qb™qf,h +b p <~hhj 
h p~ 4nqb.fb&u,kb uj~<,p t 

€\Ub** •tbq~ L b qpn.pb^P k^^p-ubj i (fuoufp ~^~tbh bpbuf, J~ubh ijhn.pp q~ p- 
n~unn.~b ~~n.kpnJ, npnhp j~fnpq~p~p f,npp~hn.J bh, b‘-p n ‘fb t“"P t"t UJ ^ A? "•fb ’“lb {rP. 
IZlZpJ-h nip, P ~Lbpb bhphi-Apb^P 4k w J".J bh nu k bpbt-Jbq~J~qnpbb bp k n. J~uh~- 
qb~n.pb*-hhbpbh (,~lm.u~ p~qop ~f,p~ujb~b L n. J~ubh, 

9. n~p~fu~hb~hp ud.bi-n.p~i.~J ~ pqb Jbq~j~qnpbhbpb <~J~u~bqn.pb>-hn.J n.hb bP 
n.pnjh tnbtjp, jn junif ^Ahjnf ~ju ~pn.hu~b h p k puj~qn.hb p b^ np h~ \P l^P^kb h 
b~qnpb~ k u.h n.rjfA, C,~j k ~ k ^h Jhq~j~jbh ~pn.bu~b ph~q~iM.nJ.ut, u~ q jnif np~ p p p 

P~ P n.hu~ j„.j~pA~hhbp, «£• UUJ' t bUbUX 

fjpbjuh 
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AN UNPUBLISHED GOLD COIN OF TIGRANES THE GREAT 

Tigranes the Great was one of the most glorious kings of the Armenians. For this rea- 
son, the Armenian people revered him, and gave him the title of Great. Armenian 
jewelers have copied his coin designs, and executed gold jewelry and medals with his 
portrait. 1 

Gold coins attributed to Tigranes are kept in museums and private collections. With- 
out exception, they are considered to be modern copies by numismatic scholars who have 
studied them. 2 Although this writer has not examained any of these personally, he is 
familiar with a cast specimen prepared in Beirut in the 1970s, modeled after the counter- 
feit tetradrachm created by Becker the Counterfeiter. 3 

Medallist Zaven Keledjian notified us that in 1950, a gold coin of Tigranes the Great 
was discovered in Damascus by architect Iskandar Bashura. Hagop Iskanian, an Ar- 
menian from Aleppo, hearing about this new find, photographed the gold coin in 1964, 
which Zaven Keledjian was kind enough to place at our disposal. 4 * 

Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with a boyish portrait facing right, clean shaven and wearing 

ornate five-pointed Armenian tiara. A broad diadem knotted at the back 
encircles the head and falls downward. Divided drape covers the ear and the 
neck. The tiara is adorned with an eight-rayed star flanked by two eagles back 
to back but with their heads turned toward each other. Border of dots. 

Rev.: Tyche of Damascus draped and wearing a five-pointed crown, walking left and 
facing left. Tyche has her right arm stretched out and holds a veil; in her left 
arm she holds a comucopiae full of fruit. Legend to right downward BAZIAE12Z; 
to left downward TirPANOY. 

AV, 18.50 mm, 4.70 grams Iskantar Bashura collection 

Comments 

1. All known coins of Tigranes issued at Damascus have one star, one eagle at right, 
numerous monograms, and the year of issue according to the Seleucid era. The gold 
coin under discussion, however, has one star, two eagles, and does not have any 
monogram or date. 

2. The style of the epigraphy resembles coins struck in Damascus, i.e., the I letter is 
slightly smaller than the Z letter, E letter is bigger than the A letter, N letter does not 
have completely balaced legs. However, the horizontal dash of letter "A" in the word 
Tigranes moves up obliquely. 

3. The Tyche on the gold piece is siilar to the Tyche which appears on some copper 
coins of Tigranes struck in Damascus. 6 The object on the copper coin being held 
with right arm is a tiller of a rudder, which does not resemble veil held on the gold 
piece. 

4. On the obverse side of the gold coin there are some flan cracks which cannot be seen 
from the reverse side. 

5. This gold piece is a hybrid design. The obverse resembles coins struck in Antioch 
whereas the reverse resembles coins of Damascus. 

This coin is recorded for posterity without concluding that it is counterfeit or genuine. 

Y. T. NERCESSIAN 


1 Y. T. Nercessian, "Armenian Gold Medals Created by Zaven Keledjian," Armenian Numismatic 
Journal, Ser. I, Vol. XIII (June 1987), No. 2, pp. 14-19, pis. I-II. 

2 P. Z. Bedoukian, "Gold Forgeries of Tigranes the Great,” Selected Numismatic Studies (Los Angeles, 
1981), pp. 72-76, reprinted from ANSMN Vol. XI (1964), pp. 303-6, pi. XLIX. 

3 G. F. Hill, Becker the Counterfeiter (London 1924, Chicago reprint, 1979), Part I, p. 71, pi. VIE, No. 121. 

4 The author would like to express his thanks to Mr. Zaven Keledjian who provided information and a 

photograph of this gold coin. 

6 E. T. Newell, Late Seleucid Mints in Ake-Ptolemais and Damascus (New York, 1939), pi. XVI, No. 162. 
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Sl'S'PU/b ITbtrb iVbSM nU^bO'PU.lT ITC. 


Shnnmii Ubb tmiighumgmb k mJbii^ii f.wn.mufmiib mppmiibpifa Jf.ii, Uju ufmm&mn.ulL 

<m, JngnJnLpgp gf,iip uf,pmb nL / ,pbii mnL mb * €lfbb> Jmlfgf.pp, ^mj nulfbp fahbp^ piigopf,- 
bmlfmb bii f, p gpmJitb pnLll igmlfb pmm f,ufb p p nL Ifbpmmb nulfbg^ii gmpgbp n L Jbgmjiihp , 

fb'miium pmiiiib pnL nL abfafaii JngnfmbnLiib pnL Jtf kE ufmfaLf.ii Sfigpmiif, fbpmgpnLUib 
nulfbgpmJiib p, npniip mmmiig pmgmmnLphmii mi, n Lmi, n Lmb hi, llfbgb* nLr.LJiimuf.png gpmJmgkm- 
iibnnL LngJ?, BognLmbmgf, p p milimJp piliimb muniigJL; nL L* Jf.ii, Pmjg brnfap f 1970 -mlfmii 

PnLUifa'u'libpnL'li VtjpnLp ufmmpmumnLmb iiJnLjJ, Jp, np pm+bnL op fa fa Jpii £ ufmmpmumnLmb 

fibpbpfi l/bgb mpbmfJ InpbpgpuiiTbm'ufa 3 i 

IT bmm, hum SuiLfa fajjy&buih ftJmgnLg, 1950 p nLuifa'b fa, Sftgpml If bb f, nulfbgpmJ J p 

jm jmiimph pnLmb £ faJuiufau &mpmmpmgl;m bulfmiimmp UlmfnLpmjf, ibmpnf, fa L fauituij tJmlfnp 
hfaui'ubiu'U fubfnf mju imp gpmJmgfiLmf, Jmuf.ii, 1964 p nL fa iilfmpmb i nulfbgpmJ p, gnp RmL^i. 
<f pip&bmii Jbb ingiiLnLpbmJp Jbgf. m ptmT mgpb g\ 


bpbt 


Shnpinii Ifbbf, lff.umiigpf.il Ufmmmilfrf, gf,Jmiilfmpnf g/fUff, fa, JuipnLp lubf,fnLmb L 
J.faLii' Jmpgmpmmfmp iftiig Jmiiftpnf Cmjlfmlfmii funjpp , hnjpf.ii um.uiJi.bpp nLiif.ii 
b nuiiiL faiiui&L J m p gm p m m jm p <f,iig gmgmfl, Uppaijuifai. JuiufOlLfap tmiignLgnLmb J 
u ifvnL.ii bmf.ii L bmjpbpp mgmm nLuii f, fap If ft fi. bin Pmgf, iibppL Jftmgmb hi. 
uifafauifaii, nL fafaiP' hjnjpp guipgu.pnLU.br f n l p p Luii, ft mumgnf fagpbpnLii J^ fa- 
fail uipbfa, npniip fauipnL fa iimjf.ii, IT mpgmpmmjmp ipfaift uilp 

VWl 'hmJmubnu uu.nu.pfa Pmfump, <fag gmgmfin^ Puigp gffunLii, fa pm fk nL fa <mjf, 
gfaf, dmfu, lit dbmpn f p mi, mb £ jgmpj J p, ftulf imfunf dbmpnf gmiimgmii mbumlf 

uf mnLgiibpn f L bgnLii mJm/Jbglf,Lp Jp . 8 nLi.uiu.um. [un puigpnLp fail p ui^fa' BAXIAEQL, 

Auifufa' TirPANOY. 


Du fa, 18-50 JJ, 4-70 gpuiJ 


hufaiiutuip tf\uijnLpui jf. Jngmj^uibnL 


< Vh<nnn n«-J}[iu < lj\lbp 

1- Shgpmiih faJuiuLnu < uitnuiimLiub buiiiop pnptp gpu.Ji.bpp nib fa uiumg Jp, Jfa 

ujff, i., pu.gJu.pfa Jbiiuigfaiibp nL tunnuiiinLUib mu. p fab pm pnLUigpnLp fail p pum ubfafau.il 
u,nJuipuifa L nLpbuiii, If fa ^g bn fuiigpnj umuipfaj nufagpu.Jp nLiif. uiumg Jp, uuifaji. bpfaL 
uipbfa, L fnLiib nfa Jbiiuigftp faS uiuipbpfax 

2- OufagpuiJ fa tnuinJi pnLb uipnLbump fa iiJuiiif, fwJuiufau tuimuih nLiub gpuiJf, utuin-b p ulU , 

opfauifa <u.Juip' I mump I mum fa pfa Jp fapp k> E A tht J E Jb * N 

mmnp fan fail luiLumm pmfanmLmb fa, Umfajil Sfapu.il pmuf, A mumfa tnpfaniiuifai, gfap 
phf Jp fagmfaopfa Jbp fa pmpipmiiuip . 

3- Sf.gpu.il/, nuLbgpmJ fa nL •fu.Juiufau (.mmmiinLUib . ggiiibuij gpmJf, J p, npnL bt "b“ nL P 

buii.gi.uib fiuifum J p, ufuimfa puim f,u{p ii n jii mil J uiii tygiiAbwj gpmJfa tlpmjf. «/f dbn.pn ^ 

pnimLng mnmipfaii gbfa famlf £ L nufagpmJ fa famfa t gmpfaii WmhmiPfi* p'*/' * 

4- ffufagpmJf. bpbufa tfpmj fail g pm J mtm mn L p b mi, &bgpbp, npniip fail mbuiinufa faiimfaii 

5- > \[ i u i nufaL; fanpp fum^mub pnumb Lgmmfapmmfa J pi, bpbup fa iiJmiif, Wlimfap 

< mm mil numb gpmJiib pniii- Jfa^gbn. fail m If p 'hmJmufau: 

ULju gpmJp mbgbfagpnLmb £ mm f, g\,mnLpfaii migmgmfa <mJmp, mnmiig bgj.mfagi.bfnL 
Pk fagb k faJ <mpu.gmm, \,bPUbUbWb 


1 Y T. Nercesslan, "Armenian Gold Medals Created by Zaven Keledjlan." Armenian Numismatic Journal 

Ser. I, Vol. XIE (June 1987). No. 2. pp. 14-19. pis. I-D. , . r ,, 

2 Smnb< dlmnUibw),, tlfblrh S/gpuiif, fa fa nufagpmJ'ubpj.t, ^piu u 1 2tuiuuuuGpGhpTU (tunmluiftniG (Inu 

£ F Hlil^BecJoer the Counterfeiter (London 1924. Chicago reprint. 1979). Part I. p. 71. pi. VIII. No. 121. 

Ubfabrnfa fr N n Pb h faup<u.fa L ULpt.Lfa fa ju.ju.fa fab. Su.fab 9-pufabuifab, np nufagpmJ fa Juiufa u.bgb- 

^E. T.'l T^^^leucid Mints in Ake-Ptdemais and Damascus (New York. 1939). pi. XVI. No. 152. 
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i,bVi[i[i U uipt|ubmYi, U br|.uj^iii^npb 2 *iui_^Yi ^ujiuuluujYibujYip 



Y. T. Nercessian, An Unpublished Gold Coin of Tigranes the Great - 

S^puAi U bbji m'liin|ni| nul|br|.^iujif ifji^ 
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GOLD COIN OF TIGRANES FROM ALEXANDROPOL 


147. Ilpa H3yqeHHH HyMH 3 MaTHHecKoro MaTcpaana Heo6xounMO ynecrb, hto raorna MoryT BCTpe- 
THTbCH coBeprucHHO HeojKHflaHHtie cropnpH3u: UHe, Hanpaiaep, KaK-TO nonajiacb 30Ji0TaH M0HeTa Tar- 
paHa ApMHHCKoro (97— 5fi rr. no h. a.), nepeaeKaHCHHaa as . . . pyccKOH nHTupySjieBKH (non mTaMnoM 
TarpaHa bhhhu 6ujiu <f>parMeHTbi XBOcTa nByrnaBoro op;ia a oopusKB naxbi). 3rox jno6onHTHHH «aHa- 
xpoHH 3 M» He hbhjich ana MeHH HeojKajiaHHOCTbK), Tan KaK no aToro E. A. IlaxoMOB npenocxeperaJi MeHH 
OT noK.vnKa aonoxbix mohct TarpaHa, ymepHtnaa, hxo nomniHHbix no cax nop He nonananocb, a nonBBB- 
maeca b nponawe Bee 0Ka3biBajincb nonucjiKaMa. Ebuio ycTaHOBjieHO, hxo Jiex UHTbnecaT TOMy Haaan 
ooth aneKcaHnpononbCKHH racTep Bbipeaan iirreMnenb no pacyHKy noBOjibHO nacTO HaxonnMbix b onpe- 
cthocthx JleHHHaKaHa npaxM a hm HaHeKaHaji nopnnoHHoe KojiirqecxBO Meanux, cepe6p«Hbix a aoao- 
Tbix 3 K 3 eMnaapoB, Koxopue nocTeneHHO a pacnpoaaBaa. E. A. riaxoMOB roBopaa, hto hhhho Banen 
o6pa3nw Beex Tpex BaaoB b JleHHHaKaHe, rae acxopaa ax npoacxowaeHHH 6biaa o6mea3BecxHa h me 
ohb maa aawe He Kan noaaeaKa, a aamb aan aa6aBbi, KaK o6pa3nu pacyHKa. 3to aoBoabHO peaKau 
b KaBKa3CKoa npaKTHKe caynaa nonaeatca He aHTbCM, a aeKaHKoa. 

While studying numismatic material it is necessary to consider the unexpected sur- 
prises. For example, I found a gold coin of Tigranes the Great (97-56 B.C.) that was over- 
struck on a 5-ruble Russian gold piece. Beneath the overstrike of Tigranes one could see 
the undertype traces of the date and the tail of the double headed eagle. I was not sur- 
prised because E. A. Pakhomov had warned me about buying Tigranes gold coins, em- 
phasizing that he did not find any genuine pieces. All those that he saw were counterfeit. 
It was established that about 50 years earlier, a craftsman from Alexandropol engraved 
a die of Tigranes and struck substantial quantity of copper, silver, and gold pieces for 
sale. There were abundant copies in the vicinity of Leninakan. Pakhomov said that he 
personally saw samples from three different types in Leninakan, where the history of 
this operation is well known. In the Caucasus it is very rare to find struck copies; gen- 
erally, these are prepared by sand casting. 

D. G. KAPANADZE 


(Translated by the staff of Armenian Numismatic Journal from 

Georgian Numismatics - f py3HHCKan HyMM3M8THKQ, Moscow, 1955, p. 159, No. 147) 

ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


(tiuip. ^2 80) 

npniig bmfiii iqui m Ifb p n liu6 £ pufuw L IfnLqmf ffnt-p Ifiimfinpnu ff (69-34 Xrfi.), pnpiiq£ qpunfiib p 
Sfiqpmii lTb6fi/bnif if uiqbii^fi iun.fti.6-/iii uifnqnif iqiuuilfbpni.m6 • flpniiq£ qpunfiib p mpnLjub bqbufinj- 
Z„uj juiuuiuiij fi ifbpiupbpbtuj fiu pud uilftuii qpunfiib p • ^ uijuiutnmiifi ifbpuipb pbm [ ^n.nif ^uilfiuii qpuihbp 

n pniig fun p u, q p fiL.'u'u £ APMENIA, ARMENIA, ARMENIACVS , ARMEN, REX ARMENIA 
DAT* bfnfil{bujii ^mjmuutuiii, fi^Juuiiiml^uiii ^p^miifi iqqfiiiAiib p (f n u ui uiii q fiii If— ft (1095—1099), Pn— 
pnu U-fi (1100-1123), Pnpnu fi-fi (1144-1168), fLnii fi-fi (1187-1199). f&uiqMiLnpuiI{uiii fjlfulh' fLnii 

U, (1199-1226), bplfqpuiifiibp , l[£u b plfqpunfiib p, it ft L bplfni. uin.fn.6mf o6ifuiii qpunfiib p, < uiuuipuilf 
qpuiifiibp, IffiuuiqpuiJiibp, L quiiiqhp. ^bfinLif U. (1226-1271), £b pm.if-'fimjpnufmuifi b plf[hqm-hui1i 
qpuiifiibp, %b prn.it -fimj/unupniffi h p If pi qn t-b uiii qpuiifiibp , £b ftni.if-£uiuif; pi tuiuuipuilf L If^u 
qpuiifiibp, quiiiqb p, iftuiifuip L 4 uiuuipiul^ put pm^qiib p. fLnii fi (1270-1289), iiuifuuio6ifuiii qpuiif- 
iibp , qpuiifiib p, l^ftuuiqpiuifiib p l{n fu n luj 6 qp until b pm. Ifii ft pit b p n if ni. iituh. pui pm^qiib p. ^b ft} ni.it fi 
(1289-1306), pfi ^niiiib p L piupm^qiibp ft ui quiLn p fi Giujnq Iffiuuiiiqpfinif L fthuqun-n pp iiuutui6. 
Uitp turn (1296-1298), o6if uiii qpuiifiibp, unifnpuil^uiii qp until b p L. puipm^qiibp • bnumuiiiqfiii U, (1298- 
1299), puipui^qiibp- fLnii ^ (1301-1307), fhuqni-npfiiiiibp L puipui^qiibp • O^fiii (1308-1320), o6if uiii 
qpuiifiibp, /3-uiqni.np fiiiiib p, ifinqbp L uipuipb ptfiimf I^plfiiuiqpn^if nt.ui6 qpuiifiibp. fLnii 'f (1320- 
1342), ft mqnunp fiiiiib p, ft} uiqnun p fiiiiib p ni.p uin.fn.6p l^p pm p; imfu, if 66 m. ifmpp ifinqbp L 
P uiqnt-n p fiiiiib p uipuipb p^iinif Ifpifiimqpn^if nt-ui6- l/fi (1342-1344), Piuqnutp fiiiiib p- b n u ui uiii q fiii */• 
(1344-1363), puiqnuipfiiihbp IfnfinLiub Smpunii L U [m, Ifnmpb p^iintf Ifplfiimqpn^tf nt.m6 puiqnLn- 
pfiii L ifinqbp lpifuni.w6 fj fiu- fLnii finiilfiulfiu [ (1363-1366), pmqnut p fiiiiib p- l/nuutuiiiqfiii 7“ (1366- 
1373), pmqnLnpfiiiiibp L ifinqbp. fLnii fe (1374-1376), pftpniiiib p L ifinqbp. Bbui ffni-pbiibmii tqqftiii^ 

qpuiifiibp, Ifinnfinp, fu ui fiu If ft pith pm. input p ui tqui qfiiiiii b p L ub^nijfbmii qfip^bifiibpt bP "\i 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. XX (1994) 


86 


Armenian Numismatic Literature 


17 SPINK & SON, LTD. Spink Auction Features Prominent Armenian Collection. Ce- 

listed in forthcomtng Spink Auction W2 

t ««■**•» -r 

^ £ U+fikb 102-/-J/ 

18 SPINK & SON, LTD. The Largest Ever Auction of Armenian Coins. Armenian Ob- 
server Vol. XXIV (16 February 1994), No. 15, p. 11. Advertisements in Armenian O 
server, Vol. XXIV (9, 16, 23 February 1994), Nos. 14, 15, 16, p. 5. 6, 6. respectively. 

See abstract of No. 17. 

19 TER PETROSS1AN, Levon. Armenia Introduces New Currency. Armenian Ob- 
sS.vS (24 November 1993). No. 3. pp. 1. 3. 9. illus: Armenian Reporter, Vol. 

XXVII (27 November 1993), No. 8, pp. 1, 17. ^ A 

On Friday, 19 November 1993, the Armenian President, Levon Ter Petrossian offi- 
ciallv announced that beginning 22 November, the Armenian national currency will go 
tafcSuo“ lO Samf^ams. 50 drams. 100 drams, and 200 drams. Beginning 
22 November the following banknotes will be considered valid in Armeida. ^USSR 
Central Bank's 1, 3, 5. ruble certificates printed in 1961-1992, b) 25. 100, 200, and 500 
mhlp hank notes. The rate of exchange of the Armenian dram is. 10 dram 2, 
rubles, 25 dram — 5,000 rubles. 100 dram — 10,000 rubles, 200 dram — 40,000 rubles, 500 

dX ^ a r Z t ff°o^ C S ™n}bJpb r 1993 p., tu.ju.uu'ut'ub L Lnl s *r qbmp al b ^jbr iU hZ~h 

nutnbu, 22 'bnjbJpbpfr ulfubutp tutj utqqutjbii PlP^tP"/ E f f ^ 'jhu.A, 

jJht 3 - lOnnutd, 25 qputJ, 50 qputd, 100 qputd L 200 q putJ i 22J,njbJnbptii u k abut L J b i _ 

tbuiLbutf PqfiutqputJitbpp pi.qm.itb fj, A C//" 1 ' 4"/"""" I 'A ^ Y 1W1 1992 ft 

Pbu.it IfbqpKui^h flu.hl/b n rpu ptfuib 1, 3, 6 ^pfb P^pMpp 961-1992- 25 

foo, 200 2^600 ln LpL b pJL„Mp P <-,*■*-* ir-*b knL ? ™ ^Z Wo 

q pu ,J - 2,000 26 qpu.J - 5,000 100 qputd - 10,000 «««A. 200 qputJ - 40^00 

n.fi Lp ib , 600 tipuij — loo.ooo ruiLpib* 

20 VARTABEDIAN , Tom. Gary Setian Battles Odds— and Pe^veres. by Tom 
Vartabedian. Armenian Weekly , Vol. LXm (18 September 1993). No. 38 (29621) p^A 9 

Gary Setian's activity in the Armenian Youth Federation his gestureofaw^dmg Ar- 
merfian coins to Armenian students, and his numismatic lectures are de s cri bed^VrN 

\jltu.pu.qpn.utb bit Ifuipb UkP b ^b VP^H^Pb^E b p b^utpqutg 

Jtf, tuij n lm tuit n qb b p rn.it tu. jlfutlfuti, qpu.Ji.bp uf utpqLb /B i. bP 4” T* *E> " A P 
ui tu l^tub rf.uiuaufuouni-£i} ftt-hhbp[ri 

21 ZOHRABIAN, A. L. Dvlnum Arabasasanlan dramnerl shij^arunan hmts i 
shufl (On the Question of Arab Sassanlan Monetary Circulation In Dvlnl - 

Upuipnvuiwi,,*,)* pppprbhpf j/.f.-W ,.,, ptuA <mpgf fplg ^" n £hChptnnlc ‘npri 

tanf hanrapetuVyunum 1989-1990 tV. dashdapln t^mtoma 

S^y^ci" ^d Ethnography. 

Arab m Armenia In the form ofa com h^ongwia. 

SiTh« SSi^USS -X5S^ tSSSSS? ^o^Sudes staKof 

Arab^Sassanian coins (A.H. 55-70). The author concludes that Arab Sassanlan coins 
not only were not Issued In Armenia, but also did not play an essential role In the mo^ 

rt? ■ 

ir/ru/yi finquiplffiLutb plit ^ut jutuuiutitb d ££, “JL *■ t u> H u,u 1 E i ' & ^ £0.^ 

qputd utlfutit ip^uiiiuinjn.pbuiii 
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Annual Subscription: $4.00, Air Mail: $6.50 Circulation: 1,000 

All coins are guaranteed genuine. Orders must be accompanied by full remittance. Prices are net and postage, 
packing, and insurance are extra. Add $3.00 per order, and also add 350 per coin or bank note, and $2.00 per 
book. For insurance and additional information see the paragraph below. Excess amounts will be refunded. 
Foreign orders add $5.00 extra per order for registration on coins or notes. U.S. Postal Service does not insure 
books to many foreign countries; therefore, the books can be shipped without financial coverage unless the 
buyer is willing to pay parcel post or first class mail expenses. California residents please add the appropriate sales 
tax. Alternate want lists are welcomed. All prices are in USA DOLLARS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT 
NOTICE. Coins or paper notes found unsatisfactory can be returned within seven calendar days for full refund. 
Books are sold and not sent on approval; all sales are final and unauthorized returns are not permited. This fixed 
price list supersedes all previous catalogues. Make checks payable to Y. T. Nercessian. 


Grading standards and abbreviations 

UNC=Uncirculated (bank notes) G=Good 
FDC=Fleur de Coin P=Poor (bank notes) 

EF=Extra Fine f=Fair 

VF=Very Fine r.=Right 

F=Fine l.=Left 


VG=Ve ry Good 


+=Slightly better 


-=Nearly as good 
AV = Gold 
AR = Silver 

/E=Bronze or base metal 
/E29=Bronze coin with 29 mm diameter 
/=Separates the obverse from the reverse 


Standard works of reference used 

Bed=Bedoukian, P. Z. Coinage of Cilician Armenia, revised edition, Wilton, CT 1979 
BA=Bedoukian, P. Z. Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia, London, 1978 

RA=Bedoukian, P. Z. Roman Coins and Medallions Relating to Armenia, Vienna 1971 (in Armenian) 
BNA=Nercessian, Y. T. Bank Notes of Armenia, Los Angeles, 1988 
P=Pick, A. Catalogue of World Paper Money, lola, Wl 


Some general notes to Armenian coin and antiquity collectors 

• Late Cilician Armenian coins have a very shallow depth and are struck with mediocre workmanship. In cases 
searching for coins like VF+ or EF is rather frustrating not to say impossible. 

• Upon request, aluminum foil rubbings of coins will be submitted, please send a self addressed stamped 
envelope. 


Services available 

• Attribution 

• Cataloguing 

• Authentication 

• Coin photography (prints or slides) 

• Assist in location of coin or currency 

• Assist in formation of collections 

• Search service 


• Counsel Armenian coin collectors, museums, foundations, dealers, 

and corporations 

• Numismatic estate appraisal on individual pieces or on hourly basis 

• Act as your agent in the disposition of your collection in fixed price 

list or in an auction 

• Prepare an illustrated and attractive scholarly auction catalogue 

• Purchase your collection of Armenian coins or antiquity 


US Postal Service book rates 

1st lb.=$1 .05 

2-6 lbs.=add 430 per lb. 

7 lbs. and up=add 250 per lb. 


and domestic insurance rates 


$000-50=0.75 

050-100=1.60 

100-200=2.40 

200-300=3.50 


300-400=4.60 
400-500=5.40 
500-600=6.20 
registration, 500-1000=6.25 
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1 \jnjkJpkp 1994 

8mpq.h^fi puiphlputf, 

‘uuifunpp. hphp uuupfiChpni pGj&uxggfiG uxljuiGuxuiku 
kquxGji hphp RiujlpuljiuG rj.puxJGkpm dnqni(ux&mGkpmG 
iufimpp.fiG' ‘umuiprj. ^uujiuuJuxgtiuiGfi fluxjljuiljuxG rjpuxil- 
Ghpm uxfimprj.fiG, 4>uxp)iq, Pmpdt, 27-29 4nl<uihdphp 

1992 (302 fliujljiulpiiG r>piuil). rquxujiljuq 
iluxjfrfilj 9-pnuqfi fiuxjljuxljuiG rj.puuJGkpni uxfini.prj.fiG, 
-ftnimpfuluq, 4>tGutqi(iuGliux U fnGrj.nG, 29 UkujkiJpkp 

1993 (235). 4>pn4>. Uuujki/i SoGuuxjkinhuxGfi fiuxiljux- 
IjuxG qpualGbpni uxfimprjfiG, DiGi^nG, UijifiGpu k Dprj.li, 2 
ijiupui 1994 (4,652): 

Uqu bpbp Jb6 uifiniprjGbpp juiiuiGbgfiG, j»t qnjni- 
l»fuG niG)i fhujljuiljuxG rj.puxUuifiiuuupGbpni ljuipknp Jfi- 
giuqqiujfiG funulp Up, flbuuuppjjpmiud' lupdtjiuunp 
fiuxjljuiljuxG qpuiUtuqpunuil|uxG uxnuxpljuxGkpnib U ujuxui- 
puiuui' i(fiiupbjni fluxqmuxqfuui k juxinpuxlj uiu|puiGp- 
Gbprn fiiuUvup: 

U*bp qpuiUuifiuuiupGbpruG fiumuuiapui^nnuud gm- 
giuljuiqpnj»)iiG Up pG&uqbjm Gu|uanmljiuljtuitG Uqnuud, 
Ubp \iuiuiqnjGp ifinpiikgfiGj 2 pnjnp fiuxj j&uxquxinpGhpm 
qpiuUGbptG GkpljuxjuxgGkim: IT|iuiiG IjpGuiGp iniuiuj pL 
GUuxG gnigiuljuiqpmpfuG Up SbnGpiug ujfiinfi pGqmGnifi 
qpiuUuifiuiuujsGbpmG IjnqUt, k UbGjj ivugnqmj&kuiUp 
mfiinfi i(uipauiinpni|iGj} ni piugui^bpruJiGp uuxjuxquijfiG 
fipuanuipiul|bjni GUuxG ujiuinljkpuxquiprj Ijuxinuxjnq Up: 

ITfiuxjG flGuxqfunuxljuxG qpuxUGhpmG puxdGJiG Ut? 
pG6iujnuu6 bG 325-t uxikjfi uip&uipt ni ppnGqt 
qpuxUGbp' piudGmuxd 190 uiuxppbp JuniUpbpni: bul) 
uxUpnqj rj.puxUuxqfumul)uxG puxdGfiG Utg gnigui- 
Ijiuqpniiud hG 450-t uxihjji qpuxUGbp, pqpuxrjpunIGhp, 
UbquqGbp, rj.pn 2 vluxpniqpkp k RGmpfuGGkp: 

UGnGp np GnpbljGhp bG Ubp fiuxuuiuxuinipkuiG' 
IfniqkGp fiUuxgGbi pt: Ubp qnp&mGfcmpluGji uin fiuxuux- 
puxlj Ijp Ijuxinuxpmfi pqpuiljgmpkuxUp k qpuxUGbpp, 
pqpuxrj.puuJGhpG ni UbquqGbpp Ijp ujuifinifiG qpuxUux- 
inuiG ujuxfibuuiuxpuxGGbpniG Ut2 k pt Ubp 
qpuxuhGbuxljfiG Ut2: juGqptfiGp np fihnuiauxjGtp ni 

diuUuxqpnifip kpt Ijp ifiiuifmigfip uxigkjki ni qpuxUGbpp 
pGGbi: \xiuk uuuup urn fiuipfnp qhrj2 uipnifi 4uxj 

r kpuxUuxq|umuljuxG CGljkpuil|gmpkuiG iulxquiUljbpm.lj: lip 
pui 2 uqbphGp 2kq JfiuxGuq 4uxj 0.puivJuxqfiuiuxljuiG QG- 
IjkpuxljgmpkuiG k oquinifq uxju JuGuxjnquxljiuG dpuiqptG: 
PuxduxGnpqGhpp qfupuu IjpGuxG luGquxUuxljgfij ni uinux- 
Guq qbq2 Up qpuxUuxq)nmuljuxG m fiGuxqfiinuxljiuG 
k qhquipnihuinji qfippkpni i(uxUuxnpl pGpuxgpfiG: 

bpt ftpuxqpuxd tp uxjgbjbi <i,uxpuxiuxj)iG >Ruxj)i^>np- 
GJiuxG IjuxU l,nu UGfib^pu pmquxpp, 2bq)i &uxGoj»iuGuq 
uj)un)i ijuuiJiuxptJiGp, fiuxfibgtp fiUuxgGbj Ubqji, 
fiknuxfuou' 310-695-0380: 

2bpq juxpquxGop' 

t. , ut;nutut?u , u 


November 1, 1994 

Dear Friend, 

During the past few years we witnessed the 
auction of three Armenian coin collections: The 
Armenian coin auction of Nadia Kapamad- 
jian, Paris, Bourgey, October 27-29, 1992 (302 
Armenian coins); The Armenian coin auction 
of Classical Numismatic Group, Inc., Quar- 
ryville, Pennsylvania and London, September 
29, 1993 (235); The Armenian coin auction of 
Prof. Asbed Donabedian, London, Spink & Son, 
Ltd., March 2, 1994 (4,552). 

These three major auctions indicated that 
there is an important international community 
of Armenian collectors, interested in Ar- 
menian numismatic material, and willing to 
pay good money for scarce and quality mate- 
rial. 

With the objective of offering a balanced 
catalogue to our collectors, we tried our best to 
list coins from all Armenian kings. We hope 
that such an effort will be welcomed by 
collectors; we shall be successfully rewarded, 
and encouraged to publish similar illustrated 
catalogues in the future. 

More than 325 coins, divided into 196 lots, 
are offered in the ancient and medieval coin 
section. In the whole numismatic section more 
than 450 coins, bank notes, medals, postage 
stamps, and antiquities are classified. 

For those who are new to our establishment, 
we would like to draw your attention to the fact 
that this is a mail order business and coins, 
bank notes, medals are kept in our bank vaults 
and not in our office. Please make an appoint- 
ment before you visit us. Also, there is a ten 
percent discount to members of Armenian Nu- 
mismatic Society on the purchase of numis- 
matic books and archaeology and art books. We 
encourage you to join the Armenian Numis- 
matic Society and take advantage of this dis- 
count program. If you are a subscriber, you can 
convert a subscription to membership very 
easily. 

If you plan to visit Southern California or 
Los Angeles, we would like to meet you; contact 
us, telephone: 310-695-0380. 

Yours truly, 


Y. T. NERCESSIAN 
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COINS 

Tigranes II The Great (95-55 B.C.), silver coins 

1. Tetradrachm. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes draped r M 

clean shaven and wearing ornate five-pointed tiara, 
edged with pearls. The tiara is adorned with an eight- 
pointed star flanked by two eagles back to back. Fillet 
border. Rev.: Tyche of Antioch, draped and wearing 
a turreted crown, seated r. on rock, holding a palm- 
branch in her r. hand; at her feet the river-god 
Orontes swimming r. Whole within laurel wreath. To r. 
downward BALIAEC2L; I. downward TirPANOY. 
Monograms AH under rock and A to r. of palm- 
branch. Bed 19/17, AR24, 1 5.49 g, VF $800 

2. Tetradrachm. Monograms AH under rock and 0 
to r. of palm-branch. Bed 18/19, AR26, 15.58 g, VF 

$700 

3. Tetradrachm. Monogram under rock and & 

to r. of palm-branch. Bed 20/41 v, AR26, 15.22 g, - 
VF $900 

4. Tetradrachm. Monogram £ under rock. Bed 

23v/21, AR 28 mm, 15.38 g, VF $1250 

5. Three (3) tetradrachms. 1) Bed. 19, AR 28, 

15.39 g, F/VF; 2) Bed 19, AR28, 15.59 g, double 
strike on king's nose, F+/VF; 3) Bed 20, AR26, 
15.62 g, VF, 3 tetradrachms $1200 

6. Drachm. Tigranes as before but rev. to r. down- 

ward BAEIAE^E; I. downward BALIAE£2N/TirPA- 
NOY. Letters above palm-branch EA, below palm- 
branch o. Bed 64V, AR20, 3.74 g, VF $1 500 

7. Drachm. Letters above palm-branch ZA, below 
swimmer 5C. Bed 83, AR19, 4.00 g, -VF $1 000 

Tigranes II the Great (95-55 B.C.), copper coins 

8. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. Rev.: Tyche as above. 

To r. downward BA£IAE£2Z; I. downward BAEI- 
AEQN/ TirPANOY. Bed 92, /E23, 7.53 gm. Clean 
coin and nice black patina. -VF/F+ $150 

9. Tyche as before. Letter A to I. of Tyche's head, 

H above and, A to r. of palm-branch. Bed 94, /El 8, 
5.51 g. Black patina. -VF/F+ $125 

10. Tyche as before. Letter A to I. of Tyche's head, 

H above palm-branch. Bed 94V, /El 8, 5.84 g. Clean 
coin and nice black patina. VF/-VF 1 25 

11. Four bronzes with Tyche reverse. 2 Bed 94 

(F+/-VF, -VF), Bed 96 (F), Bed 97 (VG+), nice coins 
all with black patina, 4 /E $120 

12. Tyche as before but overstruck on Phoeni- 

cian/Aradus bronze. Undertype traces of Astarte 
Europa/front and rear end of humped bull, below 
POA/NII. Black patina. Bed 92V, /E21, 5.46 g. 
-F/F+ $65 

13. Tyche as before but overstruck on Seleucid 
bronze. Undertype Antioch Zeus/traces of 
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understrike. Black and red patina. Bed 92V, /E22, 
8.68 g. F/VG $55 

14. Tyche as before but overstruck on Phoenician 

bronze. Undertype, Aradus Tyche/Poseidon. Nice 
coin with black and patina. Bed 92V, /E21, 5.22 g. 
F+ $75 

15. Tyche as before but countermarked A. Bed 
92V, /E20, 6.78 g. Ex Donabedian coll. VG+ $30 

16. Tyche as before but countermarked A. Bed 
92V, /El 7, 4.97 g. Ex Donabedian coll. VG+ $30 

17. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. Rev.: Bearded nude 

Heracles (Vahagn) standing, head I., r. arm folded 
holding lion's skin and I. hand leaning on club. In I. 
field letter A. To r. downward BAEIAE£2£; I. down- 
ward BAIIAES2N/TITPANOY. Bed 99, /El 9, 3.69 g. 
Black patina. F+ $75 

18. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. Rev.: Cornucopiae 

with upper half to I. In I. and r. field bunch of grapes. 
Legend similar to the preceding. Bed 105, /El 4, 
3.16 g, VF $125 

19. Two (2) bronzes with cornucopiae reverse. 

Bed 104 (F+), Bed 104V (F), nice coins all with black 
patina, 2 /E $95 

20. Head of Tiranes r. wih five-pointed Armenian 

Tiara with a star on the I. side and one eagle to the r. 
Rev.: Tyche of Damascus seated I. on rock. At 
her feet a swimmer facing with arms outstretched. 
Tyche has her r. arm extended and her I. arm holds a 
cornucopiae. In I. monograms. To r. downward 
BAEIAEQE; I. downward TirPANOY. Bed 109, 
/E20, 7.16 g, Ex Donabedian coll. -F/F+ $200 

21. Tyche of Damascus but in outer I. field 

letters 0E above OO. /E19, 8.97 g, Bed 110. Ex 
Donabedian coll. -F/-VF $200 

22. Obv.: Young looking Tigranes and refined work- 

manship. Rev.: Tyche of Damascus standing I., 
resting r. hand on tiller and holdng with I. cornu- 
copiae. Legend similar to the preceding. /El 8, 6.30 
g, Bed 112V, Ex Donabedian coll. -VF $450 

23. Tigranes. Comet star on tiara. Letter A in I. field. 
Rev.: Nike advancing I. with outstretched I. hand 
holding wreath and r. hand extending downward. 
Legend similar to the preceding. Letters AHMO 
below Nike. /E20, 4.81 g. Bed 114, F+/-VF $110 

24. Nike reverse and uncertain letters in I. field. 

/E20, 6.91 g„ Bed 119V, -F $45 

25. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes with Armenian tiara and 

comet star. Rev.: Nike advancing I. as before. 
Letters 0A (not in Bed) in I. field. /El 9, 6.54 g, Bed 
119V, Ex Donabedian coll. F/F+ $ 1 25 

26. Same as above. Letters 0A in I. field. /El 8, 
6.19 g. Bed 119V, Ex Donabedian coll. F $100 
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27. Bust of Tigranes, star and 4 peaks on tiara. 

Letter A in I. field. Rev.: Nike advancing I. as before. 
Legend similar to the preceding. /El 7, 3.64 g, Bed 
120. -VF $75 

28. Tigranes with Armenian tiara and comet star. 

Rev.: Palm-branch curved to I. with flower. To r. 
downward BAELAEOI; I. downward TITPANOY. Let- 
ters AHMO below. /E20, 4.68 g, F/-VF 75 

29. Palm-branch. /El 8, 3.88 g, F+ $75 

30. Tripod. Bed 122, /El 3, 2.53g, F $70 

31. Tigranes with five-pointed tiara. Comet star on 

tiara. Rev.: Horse to r., head down and grazing. 
Above BAZIAEOZ; below TITPANOY. /El 2, 2.11 g, 
Ex Donabedian coll. F/-F $175 

32. Horse as before, AHMO in r. field. /El 4, 1.86 

g, Ex Donabedian coll. -F/F $1 95 

33. Horse.no field letter./El 1,1 ,69g, -F/VG+ $100 

We obtained a small hoard of Tigranes II 
coppers, being sold on consignment. P 

34. Obv.: Tigranes. Rev.: Tyche. /E20, 8.21 g, BA 

92, -VF $95 

35. Tyche. /E22, 7.45 g, BA 93, -F $30 

36. Tyche. Overstruck on Seleucid or Phoenician 
coin. Undertype?/E22, 5.76 g, BA 92V, VF/-F $30 

37. Tyche. Overstruck on Seleucid or Phoenician 
coin. Undertype?/E23, 5.59 g, BA 92V, -VF $75 

38. Tyche. Blundered legend on reverse. Black 

patina. /E8, 5.25 g, BA 96, F+ $75 

39. Five bronzes, Tyche reverse. Bed 92 (VG+, 
21mm, 8.1 3g; VG, 21mm, 7.04g; -F, 21mm, 6.81 g; 
VG+,22mm, 6.98g; F, 18mm, 4.81 g), 5 /E $100 

40. Five bronzes, Tyche reverse. Bed 92 (-F/F, 
19mm, 4.81 g; VG 19mm, 4.46g; -F, 19mm, 3.21 g; - 
F,19mm,3.57g), Bed 95 (G, 20mm, 4. 81 g), 5 /E $100 

41. Vahagn. Bed 100, /El 7, 5.36g, F+ $75 

42. Three bronzes with Vahagn reverse. Bed 99 

(VG+, 18mm, 3.77g), Bed 100 (-F, 20mm, 4.50g), 
Bed 1 02 (-F, 1 6 mm, 3.72g), 3 /E $75 

43. Cornucopiae.Bed105,/E14,3.20g,F/ -VF $75 

44. Cornucopiae. Bed 106, /El 5, 2.69g, below 

in exergue AH. F $55 

45. Five bronzes with Cornucopiae reverse. Bed 

104 (-F, 16mm, 3.59g; VG+, 16mm, 2.52g), Bed 105 
(VF+, 16mm, 3.59; F, 13mm, 2.32g), Bed 106 (F+/F, 
15 mm, 2.29 g, in exergue AH), 5 /E $125 

46. Rev.: Head of wheat. Bed 107, /El 3, 2.30g, 

F/F+ $50 

47. Four bronzes with Head of wheat reverse. 
Bed 107 (F, 13mm, 2.86g, letters T/A; VG, 12mm, 


1.96g; F+, 14mm, 1.97 g, letters T/A; -F, 13 mm, 
1.64g, lettes T/A), 4 /E $100 

48. Tigranes with four-peak tiara. Rev.: Nike. Bed 

120, /E16, 4.24g, -VF $75 

49. Nike. Bed 120, /E15, 3.57g, -VF/F $60 

50. Nike. Bed 120, /E15, 2.42g, F $45 

51. Five bronzes with Nike reverse. Bed 120 

(VG+/VG, 17mm, 4.97g; VG+, 16mm, 3.84g; VG+, 
15mm, 3.76 g; VG+, 16 mm, 3.22g; -F, 17mm, 
3.19g), 5/E $100 

52. Palm-branch. Bed121, /E14, 3.81 g, -F $50 

53. Tripod. Bed 122, /E15, 2.55 g, -F $50 

Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.), copper coins 

54. Obv.: Bust of Artavasdes r., wearing ear-rings 
and five-pointed Armenian tiara. Rev.: Nike 
advancing I. Holdig crown in extended r. hand. Left 
hand resting on hips. To r. downward BACLAE£2C; to 
I. downwad B ACIAEQN/APTAYAZAOY. Over- 
struck, under-type unidentifiable. Bed 132, /E22, 

8.28 g, Ex Donabedian coll. F $250 

55. Artavasdes r. as before. Letter A in I. field. Rev.: 
Nike advancing I. as before. About 1/6th of coin 
broken and cemented. Overstruck on bronze of Ara- 
dus, Phoenicia, undertype head of Astarte Europa/ 
head and rear legs of galloping bull. Bed 132, /E22, 

5.28 g, Ex Donabedian coll. F/-F $175 

Tigranes III (20-8 B.C.), copper coins 

56. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes r., beardless, wearing a 

high five-pointed Armenian tiara adorned with a large 
eight-pointed star without eagles. Letter A in I. field. 
Rev.: Elephant to I. with trunk down. Square 
legend CW, above to r. downward BAZLAEnX; to r. 
downwad METAAOY; below to left upside down 
TITPANOY; to r. upward 0EOY. Bed 143, /El 9, 
4.25 g, Ex Donabedian coll. -VF/F+ $350 

57. Tigranes as before. Rev. Nike advancing I. 

holding crown in I. hand and r. arm extending down- 
ward. Legend similar to the preceeding. Bed 145, 
/El 7, 4.83 g, Ex Donabedian coll. VG $125 

Tigranes IV (8-5 B.C.), copper coins 

58. Head of heavily bearded Tigranes r. The tiara 

has five points and is surrounded with dotted pearls. 
A large star adorns the tiara. Rev.: Elephant 
walking I. with trunk up. Above BACIAEftC/ 
TITPANOY; to r. below. METAAOY. Bed 150, /El 7, 
4.19 g, F $200 

59. Elephant's head to I. with trunk up. walking I. 

with trunk up. Bed 152, /E13, 3.13 g. Ex 
Donabedian coll. G+ $150 

60. Elepahnt's head as before. Bed 152, /El 4, 

1 .52 g, Ex Donabedian coll. VG/F $1 5 
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61. Heavily bearded Tigranes r. Rev: Nude Heracles 
(Vahagn) standing I. Right hand holding a long 
spear and I. hand a lion's skin. To r. downward BACI- 
AEQC/TirPANOY; to I downward METAAOY. Bed 
154, /El 9, 5.28 g, Ex Donabedian coll. G $100 

Artavasdes III (5-2 B.C.), copper coins 

62. Obv.: Head of Artavasdes r., wearing five- 

pointed Armenian tiara adorned with a large star. 
Rev.: An eagle turned I. and perched on top of a 
mountain. To r. BA£IAE£2£/ METAAOY ; to I. down- 
ward APTA. Donabedian HAR X, Abgarians A/VJXVI, 
/El 9, 5.73 g, Ex Donabedian coll., G $250 

Related copper coins 

63. Miscellaneous ancient copper coins (17). In- 

cludes coins of Tigranes II (8 pieces), Tigranes III (4), 
Tigranes IV (2), Tigranes IV and Erato (1), Artavasdes 
III (2). Some attributions not certain because of coin 
condition. 15 out of 17 Ex Donabedian coll. Mostly in 
poor condition. 17 /E $200 

COMMAGENE 

64. Antiochus IV (A.D. 38-72). Obv.: Head of 

Antiochus r. BAEIAEYE MET ANTIOXOE Em. 
Rev.: Scorpion within laurel wreath. KOMMA- 
THN£2N. Type BMC p. 106. No. 1, /E29, 14.16 g. 
Dark green patina. VF+/VF $225 

65. As above, /E27, 12.17 g. VF $145 

66. As above, /E27, 13.32 g. VF $135 

67. Epiphanes and Callinicus (A.D 72). Obv.: Both 

princes wearing chlamys, riding I. BACLAEQC [YIOI]. 
Rev.: Capricorn r., above a star, beneath an anchor. 
KOMMATHNftN, within laurel wreath. RPC 3861, 
/El 9, 7.03 g. Dark green patina. F+ $ 1 45 

ROMAN COINS RELATING TO ARMENIA 

68. Nero (A.D. 56-58). Obv.: Head r. NERO. 
CLAVD. DIVI. CLAVD. F. CAESAR. AVG. GERMANI. 
Rev.: Victory walking r., holds palm and wreath. 
ARMENIAC. Bed 21 , RIC 38, AR13.1 .22 g. VG+ $45 

69. Marcus Aurelius, denarius (A.D. 161-180). 

Obv.: Head r. laur. ANTONINVS AVG ARMENIACVS. 
Rev.: Armenia std. I. in mournful attitude; before her, 
vexillum and shield; I. hand rests on bow. ARMEN . 
P. M. TR. P. XVIII. IMP. II.COS. III. Bed 403, RIC 79, C 
7, AR1 8, 3.34 g. VF+/VF $ 1 95 

70. Aurelius denarius, Obv.: Head r. bare. ANTONI- 
NVS AVG ARMENIACVS. Rev.: Armenia std. as 
above. ARMEN. TR. P. XVIII. IMP. II. COS. III. Bed 
407V, AR18, 3.43 g., RIC 87V. VF+/-EF $350 

‘ABBASID COIN INSCRIBED ARMINIYAH 

71. Al Mahdi (158 A.H./A.D. 775-785). ‘Abbasid 
dirham. Religious inscription on both sides. The 


inscription includes in cufic Arminiyah and the date 
A.H. 161. AR24, 2.94 g. BMC 1-89. VF $125 

CILICIAN ARMENIAN COINS 
Levon I (1198-1219), silver coins 

72. Double tram. Obv.: King seated on throne 

ornamented with lions, wearing crown and royal 
mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross with his r. 
hand and fleur-de-lis in his I. hand. His feet rest on a 
foot stool. HbbfVu fcK^P UU'b‘uU3‘u 4U3ns. Rev.: 
Lion crowned, turned I., holding a cross with two 
bars. Cinquefoul to I. of lion. -+^UPn r Lnbffrt?UU’R‘u 
uusnbtrns. Bed 23, AR28, 5.38 g, F+ $750 

73. Double tram. No field marks. Bed 24, AR26, 

5.60 g, VF+ $1250 

74. Double tram. Cinquefoul to I. of lion and ” 

above lion. Bed 25, AR27, 5.41 g, VF $1 000 

75. Double tram. Cinquefoul to I. of lion and dot 
over and under lion.Bed27,AR26,5.46g,VF+ $1250 

76. Half double tram. Obv.: king seated on 

throne ornamented with lions, wearing crown and 
royal mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross with 
his r. hand and fleur-de-lis in his I. hand. His feet rest 
on a foot stool. 4LbNTu ffrU.9.U.bnP 4,U3na. Rev.: 
Lion crowned, turned I., holding a cross with two 
bars. Letter h to I. of lion and dot above lion. 
+bUPnanbf9’P‘u uusnwrns. Bed 49, AR22, 2.68 
g.VF $150 

77. Half double tram. Obv.: As before. Rev.: 

Lion crowned, turned I., holding cross with two bars. 
Letter h to I. of lion, a dot above lion and three dots I. 
of lion's head. +qUPfnnWfrR‘u UUSN7D3. Bed 54, 
AR22, 2.76 g,VF+ $200 

78. Half tram. Obv.: King seated on throne 

ornamented with lions, wearing crown and royal 
mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross with his r. 
hand and fleur-de-lis in his I. hand. His feet rest on a 
footstool. -H,bWTu ffrU.q.UbnP 4U308. Rev.: Long 
cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
+^UPn r UIN<)'fVu uusnb-ns. Bed 71, AR17, 1.35 
g,VF $200 

79. Half tram. Obv.: As before. -abbfVu 

bPP 4U38. Rev.: As before. +quPn r inw^F‘u UUSn- 
trfl . Bed 75V, AR1 9, 1 .45g,VF $300 

80. Coronation tram. Obv.: Christ or the Virgin 

standng I. and facing. King kneeling to I. with a crown 
on his head. A dove descending from above. Letters 
3 and reversed u in obverse field. HtbPI'u 
O’Ug.U.bPP 4U-308 t- Rev.: Long cross between 
two lions rampant regardant. •^UPna.nbfa'fVu UUS. 
Bed 84V, AR23.5, 2.85 g, EF $1 00 

81. Coronation tram. Obv.: As before. A hand 
with two fingers descending from above. -abbfVu 
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O'Uq.UWIP 4U3D8. Rev.: As before. +^UPn f inbff>'- 
fVu UUSntr. Bed 96V, AR22, 2.95 g, VF+ $75 

82. Coronation tram. Obv.: As before. A ray with 

three fingers descending from above and pointed 
toward king. Rev.: As before. +UUPn r inhfc> , P , u 
UUSn. Bed 1 04, AR21 .5, 2.98 g, -VF/VF $50 

83. Coronation tram. Obv.: As before. A ray with 

three fingers descending from above. Rev.: As 
before. +UUPmnhlfrP < u UUS. Bed 110, AR22, 2.93 
g, VF $38 

84. Coronation tram. Obv.: As before. A ray with 

three fingers descending from above. Rev.: As 
before. -mUPmnbffrP'u UUS I . Bed 110V, AR24, 
2.86 g, -VF $35 

85. Coronation tram. Obv.: As before. A dove 

descending from above. Rev.: As before. 
-UlUPmnNfrP'u UUS. Bed 111, AR22, 2.93 g, VF/- 
VF $33 

86. Coronation tram. Obv.: As before. Three 

rays descending from above. +Lt;hfTu ffrU9.UhPP 
4Ufl8. Rev.: As before. -UiUPn f inhlfrP , u UUSflhtr. 
Bed 1 1 9V, AR23, 2.98 g, VF $30 

87. Coronation tram. Obv.: As before. A ray 

descending from above. +Lt?hfYu ffrU^UbPP 4U3. 
Rev.: As before. +*4UPrnnWfrP < u UUS. Bed 122, 
AR23, 2.83 g, F+/VG+ $25 

88. Tram. Obv.: King seated on throne 

ornamented with lions, wearing crown and royal 
mantle on his shoulders. He holds a cross with his r. 
hand and fleur-de-lis in his I. hand. His feet rest on a 
foot stool. -HUMTu O-uq-np UUb'u 4U308. Rev.: 
Long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
+qUPmnMfrP , u UUSPhUflS. Bed 129, AR21.5, 
2.85 g, VF+ $75 

89. Tram. Obv.: As before, HUbm. [<HJ,q.UhnP 
4U 8 fl 6 . Rev.: As before. -UiUPnanhffrP'u 
uusmuns. Bed 233, AR22, 2.92 g, EF+ $150 

90. Tram. Obv.: As before. -fLUhfVu ffrU^UbflP 

4U808. Rev.: As before. -UiUPn r mhfa , P‘u 
UUSnMrfl. Bed 237, AR23, 2.95 g, VF+ $50 

91. Tram. Obv.: As before. -rt.Uhfl'u ffrUO-UhriP 

4U308. Rev.: As before. +4UPn f inhP*P , u 
UUS^Wl . Bed 241 , AR22, 2.95 g, VF $40 

92. Tram. Obv.: As before. ffrU9>UhnP 

4U 3 n 8 . Rev.: As before. +UUPn f inhk>'P‘u 
UUSrhtrn. Bed 560, AR23, 2.91 g, EF $150 

93. Tram. Obv.: As before but he holds a cross with 

his left hand and fleur-de-lis in his right hand. His 
feet rest on a foot stool. -U,bMTu ffrU^UbflP. 
4U’3’&’Y. Rev.: Long cross between two lions 
rampant regardant. -UiUPm.flhffrP'u U3nUd\ Bed 
669, AR22, 2.89 g, F+ $75 


94. Three trams, -VF (Bed 171b), -VF (Bed 549), 

-VF (Bed 590), 3 trams $80 

95. Four trams, F+ (Bed 435a), F (Bed 579V), F+ 

(Bed 616V), F+ (Bed 628), 4 trams $55 

96. Six trams, F+ (Bed 505V), -F/F+ (Bed 579V), 

F+ (Bed 600), -F/-VF (Bed 615aV), F+ (Bed 634), F+ 
(Bed 647V), 6 trams $80 

Levon I (1198-1219), copper coins 

97. Tank. Obv.: Bearded leonine head of king 

facing, wearing crown with six dots. +LUhn < u 
ffrUTUhriP 4U3hfl8. Rev.: Patriarchal cross with two 
stars in field. +0h‘ubUl h RU^URU h UhU, Bed 

706, /E28, 7.13 g, F/-VF $50 

98. Tank. Obv.: As before but the crown has five 

dots and one curl. HUbfl'u ffrU9-UWlP 4U3hD8. 

Rev.: As before. -t^b'chUl h RUUUR h UhU, Bed 
718, /E28, 7.31 g, -VF $60 

99. Tank. Obv.: As before but the crown has five 

dots. HUhtru ffruq-uhnp 4U3N1. Rev.: As before. 
+Ch‘ubUl h RUT.URU h Uh, Bed 733, /E28, 5.29 
g, VF $75 

100. Tank. Obv.: As before but the crown has six 

dots. HbNTu ffrUq-UhnP 4U3hfl. Rev.: As before. 
+0h‘ubUl h RUT,URU h Uh, Bed 747, /E30, 7.61 
g, F/F+ $35 

101. Tank. Obv.: As before but the crown has six 

dots. -auhfTu ffrUqUhflP 4U3h. Rev.: As before. 
-reh'ubUl h RUT.URU h UhU, Bed 764, /E28, 6.56 
g, F $25 

102. Tank. Obv.: As before but the crown has six 

dots and one curl. -UbhfTu ffrU^UhriP 4U3h. Rev.: 
As before. -HCh^bUl h RU^URU h Uh, Bed 767, 
/E28, 6.93 g, -VF $50 

103. Tank struck in Ayas. Obv.: As before but the 

crown has seven dots. -fLUWTu ffrUq-UhflP AUShfl. 
Rev.: As before. +Ch‘ubUl h RUT.UR UhUh, Bed 
757V, /E29.5, 7.56 g, F $40 

Hetoum I (1226-1270), silver coins 

104. Bilingual tram. Hetoum-Kaikhusrew. Obv.: 

King on horseback r., holding scepter with r. hand. 
Cross in I. field above the horse. Crescent in r. field 
above horse, star in r. field below horse, cross in I. 
field above horse. +4UP , flhir ffrU^UhOP 4U3PI8. 
Rev.: Arabic inscription in four lines, A.H. 637, Bed 
794, AR24, 2.74 g, VF+ $200 

105. Bilingual tram. Hetoum-Kaikhusrew. Obv.: 

As before. Cross in I. field above the horse. Cross in 
I. field above horse. +4U(9 , nhlT (frU^UMT 413.308. 
Rev.: Arabic inscription in four lines, A.H. 639, Bed 
808, AR24, 2.90 g, F+ $95 
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106. Bilingual tram. Hetoum-Kaikhusrew. Obv.: 

As before. Cross in I. field above the horse. Crescent 
in r. field above horse, star in r. field below horse, 
cross in I. field above horse. +4PffrnhlT fc>'U,9>U.hnp 
413.398 . Rev.: Arabic inscription in four lines, A.H. 
640, Bed 814, AR23, 2.95 g, EF $250 

107. Bilingual tram. Hetoum-Kaikhusrew. Obv.: 
As before. Cross in I. field above the horse. 
Crescent in r. field above horse, dot in r. field below 
horse, cross in I. field above horse. +4bfa i fiMr 
ffrU.q.U.hnP 413,308. Rev.: Arabic inscription in four 
lines, A.H. 641 , Bed 81 9, AR26, 2.88 g, VF $125 

108. Hetoum-Zabel Tram. Obv.: On the I. 
queen to r., facing; on the r. Hetoum to I., facing. 
Both crowned, wearing royal vestments and holding 
a long cross which has a star at the lower part. 
+MUP0anbfa' hKu'u U3 P. Rev.: Lion to r., crowned 
and holding a cross with I. paw. +4Pk> , nhir f?HJ, q>U- 
h9P 4U308. Bed 845, AR21 , 2.81 g, -EF $100 

109. Hetoum-Zabel Tram. Obv.: As before but 

the cross has a dot instead of star. Rev.: As before. 
Bed 897, AR20, 2.88 g, VF+ $1 00 

110. Hetoum-Zabel Tram. Obv.: As before. 

Rev.: As before but the lion is walking and there is a 
cross behind him. Bed 945, AR21, 2.59 g, 
VF+/-EF $75 

111. Hetoum-Zabel Tram. Obv.: As before. 
+4U,Pno.nh ffrhVu U.3 P. Rev.: Lion to r., crowned 
and there is a cross behind him. +4PO , nMT ffrU.q.U.- 
hPP 4U. . Bed 1043v, AR21, 2.73 g, -VF/VF $50 

112. Three Hetoum-Zabel Tram, VF+ (Bed 
857), VF+ (Bed 988), VF+ (Bed 922a), 3 trms $1 00 

113. Three Hetoum-Zabel Tram, VF (Bed 863), 
-VF (Bed 922 V), VF (Bed 1 006 V), 3 trms $85 

114. Hetoum-Zabel half Tram. Obv.: As 
before. +9U.Pn9,nffr-h , u 13.3 p. Rev.: As before. 
+4PffrnNJ fft'Uq.UMP 413,3. Bed 1275V, AR16, 

1 .22 g. F/F+ $90 

115. Hetoum-Zabel half Tram. Obv.: As 

before. +913.099,9- I ffrh'u 13,3. Rev.: As before. 
+4Pf9'flMr ra'Uq.UPPP. Bed 1287, AR16, 1.52 g. 
VF+ $375 

Hetoum I (1226-1270), copper coins 

116. Tank. Obv.: King seated on throne adorned 
with lions. He holds the globus cruciger in his I. hand 
and in his r. a fleur-de-lis extending over his r. 
shoulder. +4Pia'9hU’ O'Uq.UPOP 413,308. Rev.: Po- 
tent cross with four lines in four quadrants. -fCKuPUL 
h -RUAU.'RP h UhU. Bed 1296, /E29, 7.73g, VF$75 

117. Tank. Rev.: As before. +0h‘uPU.l h 
9.13,0.13, <Vu h UhU. Bed 1301, /E29, 7.37gm, VF+$75 


118. Tank. Obv.: As before but king's throne has 

two legs on each side. Bed 1341, /E30, 5.89 g, 
F+/VF $50 

119. Tank. Obv.: King seated as before, the 

throne has one leg on each side and a star in I. field. 
+4Pk>'9hU‘ O'U.q.UWIP 4U3:. Rev.: Cross with four 
stars in four quadrants. -i-eh‘uPU.1 h 9,13.9,13. 9.^ h 
UhU. Bed 1362, /E30, 6.81 g, -VF $50 

120. Tank struck in Ay as. Obv.: King seated as 

before but the throne has two legs on each side. 
+4Pffr9hir (cH3,9.U,hnP 4U398. Rev.: Cross with four 
stars in four quadrants. +Ph < uPUL h 9.U.9,U.9,9,‘u h 
U. Bed 1304V, /E28, 8.40 g, F+ $60 

121. Equestrian kardez. Obv.: King on horse- 
back to r. +4Pk> , nhU’ rfrl3.q.u.hnp 413,39. Rev.: Cross 
with four stars in four quadrants. +0h , uPU.l, h 9.U.- 
9,13. 9Aj h UhU. Bed 1372, /E24, 3.81 g, F+ $40 

122. Equestrian kardez. Obv.: As before. +4P- 

ffrnhir ffru.q.u.hnp 4U3n. Rev.: As before but the 
cross has short lines in four quadrants. Bed 1374, 
/E22, 3.12 g, -F/-VF $35 

123. Kardez, king seated. Obv.: King seated on a 

throne adorned with lions. +4Pffr9hU’ f9'U,9*U.hnP 

413,39. Rev.: Potent cross with four stars in four 
quadrants. +ehuPU,l, h <RU9 ,U-R\j h UhU. Similar to 
Bed 1393V, /E22, 4.11 g, F+ $30 

124. Kardez, king seated. Obv.: King seated on a 

wide bench with two legs on each side. +4Pffrflhir 
fiH3>q.U.hnP 4U398. Rev.: Potent cross with a moon 
in 1st and lines in 2nd, 3rd and 4th quadrants. 
+0h‘uPUl h 'RU.9.U,'R < u h UhU. Bed 1394, /E23, 
3.94 g, -VF $30 

125. Kardez, king seated. Obv.: King seated as 
before. Rev.: Potent cross as before. +0h‘uPUL h 
■RUO.U’R'u h U. Bed 1396, /E24, 4.41 g, VF $35 

Levon II (1270-1289), silver coins 

126. Tram. Obv.: King on horseback to r., holding 

reins with I. hand, and with r. a royal staff extending 
over his r. shoulder. Field mark . I. of king's staff and 
T r. of king's head. -H,PhfVu lcH3.9>U.h9P UlTP^USi. 
4Uh. Rev.: Crowned lion to I., walking, behind him is 
a cross with two arms. +Ch‘uPU.L h ’RU.O.U'RVi h 
UhU. Bed 1455, AR22, 2.51 g, F $30 

127. Tram. Obv.: King on horseback to r. as 

before. Field mark T r. of king's head. +LPhfl‘u 
f<H3.q.U.hnP UU’P‘uU3*u 4- Rev.: As before. Bed 
1477V, AR22, 2.78 g, -VF $50 

128. Tram. Obv.: King on horseback to r., holding 
reins with I. hand, and with r. a cross extending over 
his r. shoulder. HPhrVu ffrU.9.U,h9P 4U3hn. Rev.: 
Crowned lion to r., with I. paw holding a cross with 
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one arm. -t-Cb'chUl b •RUT.U'R’u b UbU. Bed 
1496V, AR21. 5, 2.42 g, VF+ $70 

129. Tram. Obv.: As before. Field marks, o r. of 
king's head a crescent, to I. of royal staff a star, below 
horse cross-shaped field mark. +Lbbfl‘u ffrU9.UbflP 
4U3U. Rev.: Crowned lion to r., standing, behind him 
is a cross with one arm. Legend as before. Bed 
1 51 0, AR21 , 2.53 g, Ex Donabedian coll., -VF $55 

130. Three (3) Trams. Bed 1493 (F+, pierced), 

1494 (-F), 1498V (VG/-VF) Ayas mint, Ex 
Donabedian coll. 3 trams $60 

131. Half Tram without legend struck with tram 

die. Obv.: King on horseback as before. Rev.: 
Crowned lion to r., stnding, behind him is a cross with 
one arm. Bed 1532, AR16, 1.43 g. F+ $100 

132. Half Tram without legend struck with tram 

die. Obv.: King on horseback as before. Rev.: 
Crowned lion to I., walking, behind him is a cross with 
two bars. Bed 1524, AR16, 1.26 g. -F $80 

Levon II (1270-1289), copper coins 

133. Kardez. Obv.: Lion walking r. 

|frU9.Ubfin 4U3fl6. Rev.: Cross. +Cb‘uUUl h -AU- 
au.’R'u h .... Bed 1574V, /E23, 3.05 g, F $50 

134. Kardez. Obv.: Lion walking I. +LbbD‘u 

ffrU.cUJ.bnn 4U3fl8. Rev.: Cross. +Oh*ubUL h .... 
Bed 1542V, /E26m, 4.56 g, F+/F $50 

Hetoum II (1288-1305), billon 

135. Billon. Obv.: King's head facing. +4bffrnbir 

ffru.cuj.bnn. Rev.: Potent cross. -RJ.Ub'uUS'u 4U3fl. 
Bed 1580, AR15, 0.6 g, VF+ $125 

Hetoum II (1288-1305), copper coins 

136. Kardez, head. Obv.: Crowned head of king 

facing. +4bffrflbU* ffrU.cuJ.bnn 4U3fl. Rev.: Long 
ornate cross with two bars. -t-Cb'ubUL b q.UO.uqAj 
Ub. Bed 1593, /E27, 3.24 g, -VF/VF+ $50 

137. Kardez, king seated. Obv.: King seated in 

oriental fashion. Left hand raised and r. hand hand 
holding mace which extends over r. shoulder. 
-KbP'nbU’ ffrU.cui.bnn. Rev.: Cross with dots in four 
corners. +Cb‘ubUl b 9.uaU9.. Bed 1634, /E23, 
3.23 g, -VF $30 

138. Kardez, king seated. Obv.: As before. 
+4bffrnbir ffrU.q.u.bn. Rev.: As before. +Ob c ubUl b 
cj.un.uq. U. Bed 1634V, /E21, 2.82 g, F+ $30 

139. Three coppers, Kardez, king seated. F (Bed 
1594), F+ (Bed 1623), F+ (Bed 1647V), 3 /E $60 

Smpad (1296-1298), silver coin 

140. Tram. Obv.: King seated on a throne holding 
cross in his r. hand, mace in I. hand, extending over 
over shoulder. -rtJUPUS ffrU9.Ubnn 4Ufl3. Rev.: A 


long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
+qunnn.nbffrp t u uusnbtrn. Bed 1663V, AR23, - 

2.80 g, -F $125 

141. Tram. Obv.: As before. +UUPUS ffrUq.UbfT 
4U(13 . Rev.: As before, .+MUnnn,nbffr-R t u uusn. 

Bed 1661, AR21, 2.59 g. Ex Donabedian coll. F 

$200 

Smpad (1296-1298), copper coins 

142. Kardez. Obv.: King on horseback walking r. 

He holds reins with I. hand, extending over his r. 
shoulder. +UITPUS (frU9.nn 4U3fl8. Rev.: Across 
with four lilies in four quarters. +0h‘ubl b 'RUT.U'R 
Ub. Bed 1702, /El 8, 2.04 g, F $25 

143. Kardez. Obv.: As before. -tUlTFUS ffrU9>nn 

4U I . Rev.: As before. -rCb^tl, b «RUau>R b. Bed 
1715a, /E20, 1.89 g, F+ $25 

Gosdantin I (1298-1299), copper coins 

144. Kardez. Obv.: King standing and facing, 
wearing crown and royal vestments. He holds an 
uplifted cross in his I. hand and a swod in his r. 
•+qnusU‘uq»hU t unj ffrU9-. Rev.: Ornate cross with. 
-tfJbubl •RUn.U-R'u UbU t. Bed 1732, /E20, 3.26 g, 

Ex Donabedian coll. F $130 

145. Kardez. As before. Bed 1732, /E21, 2.25 g, 

Ex Donabedian coll. F+ $200 

146. Kardez. As before. Bed 1732, /E21, 2.18 g, 

Ex Donabedian coll. -F/F $90 

147. Kardez. Obv.: As before. +qnusU‘u f FhU‘ufTJ 
ffrU9.n. Rev.: Ornate cross with dots. +Cb‘ubl b 
-Aun.u-R'u UbU t. Bed 1733,/E23,1 ,76g, -F $65 

Levon III (1296-1298), silver coins 

148. Takvorin. Obv.: King on horseback to r. 

holding reins with I. hand, and with his r., a cross 
which extends over his shoulder. Field marks to I. 
-UbbfTu ffrU9»nn 4U3fl6. Rev.: Lion walking r. and 
facing r. Cross with single bar behind him. -KObVibL b 
•RU'lU-R'u UbU t. Bed 1734, AR21 , 2.64g,VF $55 

149. Takvorin. Rev. As before. +Cb*ubl b -RU- 
q.U'R'u IbU t. Bed 1758, AR20.5, 2.62 g, VF+ $60 

150. Three (3) takvorins. VF (Bed 1739), FV+ 
(Bed 1746, pierced), VF (Bed 1758), 3 coins $100 

151. Three (3) takvorins. -VF (Bed 1734), F+ 

(Bed 1779), F+/F (Bed 1784), 3 coins $100 

XXX. Fifty (50) takvorins. Grades F+ to VF+, avg. 
grade VF. 50 coins $1250 

Levon III (1296-1298), copper coins 

152. Kardez. Obv.: King seated on a bench-like 
throne, holding cross in r. hand and staff in 1., 
extending over left shoulder. +lbbfl , u (frU9.fin 4U. 
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Rev.: Cross with lines in four quarters. +eKubl h 
-RUaU'R'u. Bed 1813, /E21, 2.78 g, F+ $35 

153. Kardez. Obv.: As before. Rev.: As before. 

Bed 1 81 4, /E21 , 3.1 1 g, F+ $30 

154. Kardez. King's name on both sides. 

Obv.: As before. -abWTu P'U^nP. Rev.: As before. 
HbNTu fHJ>q»rr. Bd 1839, /E20, 2.46 g, F $25 

Oshin (1296-1298), silver coins 

155. Coronation tram. Obv.: King seated on a 

throne ornamented with lions, wearing crown and 
royal vestments. He holds a cross with his r. hand 
and fleur-de-lis with his I. His feet rest on a footstool. 
Above the fleur-de-lis is a hand with two fingers 
extended. +U.hOh\j P , U.9>UhnP <£,U3n8 t. Rev.: A 
long cross between two lions rampant regardant. 
+4UPrnnN»P < u U.3 t. Bed 1843, AR22, 2.86 g, Ex 
Kapamadjian coll., -EF $300 

156. Coronation tram. Obv.: King seated as 

before but above the fleur-de-lis is an angel instead 
of a hand with two fingers. -FJ.hSh'u P’U.q-U.hriP 4U- 
308. Rev.: A long cross between two lions rampant 
regardant. +quPn f inhP'P‘u U3h. Bed 1843, AR22, 
2.82 g, Ex Donabedian coll., -VF $300 

157. Takvorin. Obv.: King on horseback to r. 
holding reins with I. hand, and with his r., a mace 
which extends over his shoulder. Field marks. -FJ.h- 
CKu P’U.q.UhnP 4U30. Rev.: Lion walking r. and 
facing r. Cross with single bar behind him. +01^61 h 
•RUaU# UhU. Bed 1865, AR21 , 2.28 g, F $25 

158. Takvorin. Obv.: As before. +UhCh\j 
rfrU.q.UNT' <UJ.3n. Rev.: As before. +CMM h £U- 
O.U.'R'u UhU . Bed 1 886, AR21 , 2.34 g, VF $50 

159. Takvorin overstruck in Arabic in the name of 

Mamluk Sultan, Nasir al-Din Muhammed. Undertype, 
Obv.: king on horseback riding r. Rev.: Lion walking 
r. and facing r. Bed 1946, AR20, 2.37 g, Ex 
Donabedian coll., F $60 

160. Takvorin as before. Bed 1946, AR21, 2.42 

g, Ex Donabedian coll., F $60 

Oshin (1296-1298), copper coins 

161. Pogh. Obv.: King seated on a bench-like 

throne, holding cross in r. hand and fleur-de-lis in I. 
+U.heh‘u ffHJ.q.UhfP 4. Rev.: Ornamental cross. 
+t)h , uUd' t h 'ftU.O.U.'R. Bed 1941V, /El 7, 1.03 g, 
F+ $30 

Levon IV (1320-1342), silver coins 

162. Takvorin. Obv.: King on horseback to r., 
holding the reins with his I. hand, and with his r. hand 
a cross extending over his shoulder. +LbhrVu 
ffrU.q.Uhnp 4U3n8. Field marks 4/U*. Rev.: Lion 
walking to r. and facing r. A cross with single bar 


behind him. +Oh‘ubUl h •ftUAU'R UhU. Bed 1951, 
AR19, 2.52 g, F $40 

163. Takvorin. -abhfVu ffrU^UhnP 4U3fl8. Field 

marks a/ir. Rev.: As before. +0h‘ubUl h >RU. f lU'ft , u 
U. Bed 1954, AR21, 2.19 gm, F $40 

164. Four (4) Takvorins. Similar to the preceding. 

Bed 1953 (-F), 1958(F), 1986 (-F), 1975 (-F), (V G/ 
-VF) . 4 takvorins $50 

165. Eight (8) Takvorins. Similar to the preceding. 
Bed 1957S (VG+), 1965 (F), 1968 (F), 1970 (-F), 
1976 (-F), 1978 (F), 1986 (-F), 1991 (-F). 8 takv. $90 

166. Takvorin as before but overstruck in Arabic. 

Bed 2028, AR20, 2.37 g„ VG+ $1 5 

167. Takvorin as before but overstruck in Arabic. 

Bed 2027, AR21 , 2.08 g, pierced, F+ $10 

168. Takvorin lion turned left. Obv.: As before. 
HUhriVi ffrU.q.UhnP 4U,3n. Field marks fl*. Rev.: Lion 
walking to I. and facing I. A cross with single bar be- 
hind him. +Qh\jUL h ■ftU f lU.«ft < u h UhU. Bed 1994, 
AR19, 2.28 g, Ex Donabedian coll. VG+ $150 

Levon IV (1320-1342), copper coins 

169. Large pogh. Obv.: King seated on an 

unusual throne. He is holding in his r. hand a staff, 
extending over his shoulder, cross in his I. hand. 
+U>hfVu P-U^UhOP 4U3n. Rev.: Ornate cross. 
•fCKubl h •RU.aU'R'u Uh. Bed 2000V, /E21, 2.32 g, 
Ex Donabedian coll., -VF $90 

170. Large pogh. As before. Bed 2000V, /E23, 

2.37 g, Ex Donabedian coll., F+ $60 

171. Large pogh. As before. Bed 2001, /E20, 

2.56 g, Ex Donabedian coll., -VF/F $75 

172. Large pogh. As before. Bed 2001, /E20, 

2.52 g, Ex Donabedian coll., -F $40 

173. pogh. Obv.: King seated on a bench-like 
throne. He is holding in his r. cross, and fleur-de-lis in 
his I. hand.+LUhlTu P'Uq.UhPP 4 . Rev.: Cross. 4Sh- 
■uhl h -RU/LU'R'u. Bed 201 OS, /El 6 ,1.55 g, -F $40 

Guy (1342-1344), silver coins 

174. Takvorin. Obv.: King on horseback to r., 

holding reins with his I. hand, and with his r. hand a 
cross extending over his shoulder. Field mark circle 
(o) in I. and r. fields. -F^h P-UWITP 4U3n8. Rev.: 
Lion walking r. and facing r. Behind him a cross with 
single bare. ■+3h‘ubUL h •RUau.'R'u Uh. Bed 2034, 
AR21, 2.1 g, -VF $100 

175. Takvorin. Rev.: As before. +Ch‘ut?UL h 
•RUau.’R'u U. Bed 2036, AR20 , 2.16 g, F+ $75 

Gosdantin III (1344-1363), silver coins 

176. Takvorin struck in Tarsus. Obv.: King on 
horseback to r. and facing, holding reins with his I. 
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hand, and with his r. hand a mace extending over his 
shoulder. Field mark circle (o) in left field. 
+qnustruah‘u kHJ>9<rP. Rev.: Lion walking r. and 
facing r. Behind him a cross with single bare. 
•fOh'uUL h <AUaUR SUP. Bed 2044, AR20, 2.38 g, 
Ex Donabedian coll., -VF/F $150 

177. Takvorln struck in Sis. Obv.: As before. 
+UDUSU*uUh < u ffrq. I . Rev.: As before. +0b‘uUl, b 
'RUaU-ft^ Uh. Bed 2059V, AR19, 2.18 g, VF+/-VF 

$100 

178. Takvorln struck in Sis. Obv.: As before. 
+UnusC‘u r Vb‘u O-U*^. Rev.: As before. H-CKubL h 
•RUUU-ft'u UU. Bed 2066V, AR20, 2.08 g, F+ $50 

Gosdantin III (1344-1363), copper coins 

179. Pogh struck in Sis. Obv.: King seated on a 

bench-like throne, holding cross in r. hand, and in his 
I. a staff which extends over his shoulder. +UflU- 
SQ'uUh'u IfrUR.. Rev.: Cross. +Cb\jbl h •RU r t,U>ft c u 
U. Bed 2123S, /E17.1.03 g, -F/F $75 

Levon the Usurper (1363-1365), silvers 

180. Takvorin. Obv.: king on horseback r., 

holding reins with his I. hand, and with his r. hand a 
cross extending over his shoulder. Field mark circle 
(o) in I. field. -UUUfTu f<mq>Ubnn 4U3fl. Rev.: Lion 
walking to r. and facing r. A cross behind him. 
+CKut?Ul h 'RUTU'R'u b UbU. Bed 2141V, AR21, 
2.30 g, F $50 

181. Takvorin. Obv.: As before. Dots to r. of king's 

head, below the mace, and below the cross. 
+Lt?4.D t u fd'Uq.UbfP 4U3. Rev.: As before. Dot to r. 
of the cross. -HCb-ubUl b ■RU'XU-ft'u b U. Bed 2146, 
AR21, 2.19 g, F+ $80 

182. Takvorin. Obv.: As before. Dots to r. of king's 
head, below the mace, and below the horse. 
+IU4.ITU ffrU^UbOP 4U I . Rev.: As before. Dot to 
left of the cross. +0b‘ut?L b ■RUaU’R'u b U. Bed 
2153V, AR20, 1.82 g, Ex Donabedian coll. -VF $80 

183. Takvorin. Obv.: As before. +Lt?4,D‘u 

f<HJ,9.UbrP 4U3. Rev.: As before. Dot to left of the 
cross. +Cb‘ut?L b •RUaU-R'u Ub. Bed 2157, AR21, 
1-78 g, I. F+ $80 

184. Three (3) Takvorins. Bed 2142V (F), 2 coins 
Bed 2151 (F), Ex Donabedian coll., 3 AR $125 

185. Takvorin with king's name on both sides. 

Obv.: As before. Circle (o) below the mace, and 
below the horse. -Ubq.fTu ffrUTUbOP 4U. Rev.: 
Lion walking to r. with hairy mane and legs. A cross 
behind him. -H,bq.rru f^uq-UblT 4U. Bed 2163V, 
AR20, 2.08 g, Ex Donabedian coll. VF $100 

Gosdantin IV (1365-1373), silver coin 


Bulletin No. 17 

186. Takvorin. Obv.: king on horseback r., 

holding reins with his I. hand, and with his r. hand a 
cross extending over his shoulder. Field marks. 
+unusa , u r Vu O'UR-fP 408. Rev.: Lion walking to r. 
and facing r. A cross behind him. Field marks. 
+0btM b RUUU’R'u b UbU. HAR 548/574, AR20, 
1.70 g, F+ $20 

187. Takvorin. Bed 2190, AR21, 2.18 g, F+ $20 

188. Takvorin. Bed 2215V, AR20, 1.63 g, F+/F 

$20 

Levon V (1374-1375), silver coins 

189. Billon. Obv.: King's head facing. H-LUbn'u 

(frUO-. Rev.: Potent cross. +Ub0P 4U308. Bed 
2237, AR14, 0.46 g, -VF/VF $200 

190. Billon. Obv.: King's head facing. +LUb0 t u 

ffrU9«UbnP. Rev.: Potent cross. +hUP0 r l,nbO'F , u 
U3. Bed 2238 (cited in Bed. CCA), AR14, 0.68 g, Ex 
Donabedian coll. F $150 

Levon V (1374-1375), copper coins 

191. Pogh. Obv.: Lion of Cyprus walking r. 

+lt?bn*u If'Uq.UbfP. Rev.: Cross. +UlPb c uU3 < u 
4U3fl8. Bed 2243, /El 6, 0.70 g. -F $35 

192. Pogh. As before. /El 6, 0.78 g. VG+ $25 

Raymond Roupen of Antioch (1201-1222), 
nephew of king Levon I, silver coins 

193. Billon, Obv.: Helmeted bust I. Star in r. field 

and crescent in I. field. +RVPINVS. Rev.: Cross, 
crescent in 1st quarter. +AMTIOCHIA. Schlumber- 
ger PI. Ill, No. 9, Metcalf PI. 13, No. 327. AR18, 0.79 
9. -VF $50 

194. Billon. Similar to the preceding. AR18, 0.71 

g, F/VF $50 

195. Three (3) billons. Similar to the preceding. F, 

F/F+, F, 3 billons $100 

USSR Commemorative Coins 

196. Armenian earthquake coin, 3 rubles cupro- 
nickel, prooflike, 1 989, display case $15 

197. Matenadaran of Yerevan, 5 rubles cupro- 
nickel, prooflike, 1990. 

a. With government mint display package $25 

b. With mint plastic envelope (sealed) $22 

198. One thousand year Christianity in Russia, 3 

cupro-nickel 5 ruble coins, 1988, prooflike, display 
case $75 

BANK NOTES 

Republic of Armenia (1918-1920) 

199. Republic of Armenia (1919), 10 rubles, BNA 

lll.16.a, Pick S660, VF+ $24 
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200. Republic of Armenia (1919), 10 rubles, BNA 

III.16.C, Pick S660, EF to VF $25 

201. Republic of Armenia (1919), 10 rubles, BNA 

111. 16. C, Pick S660.VF $22 

202. Republic of Armenia (1919), 10 rubles, BNA 

111. 16. d, Pick S660, error ....EHAT 0, VF $30 

203. Republic of Armenia (1919), 100 rubles, BNA 

111.1 9.b, Pick S663, VF $30 

204. Republic of Armenia (1919), 100 rubles, BNA 

111. 27. b, Pick S667, VF $27 

205. Republic of Armenia (1919), 250 rubles, BNA 

111.28. a, Pick S669, VF to F $20 

206. Republic of Armenia (1919), 1000 rubles, 

BNA lll.30.a, Pick S672d, EF $33 

207. Republic of Armenia (1919), 1000 rubles, 

BNA lll.30.d, Pick S672, VF $20 

208. Republic of Armenia (1920), 250 rubles, BNA 

lll.34.b, Pick S672d, AU $50 

209. 50 ruble note. Obv.: brown allegorical dragons 

on the r. and I. Rev.: value denomination. 125x80 
mm. In Armenian, French, and Russian. Water- 
marked, BNA 111.36, Pick S675. UNC $20 

210. 100 ruble note. Obv.: Green doves appear in 

the upper I. and the upper r. At the bottom is twin 
peaked Mt. Ararat. Rev.: Green eagle in the middle. 
Wtrmrkd, BNA 111.37, Pick S676. UNC $25 

211. 250 ruble note. Obv.: purple allegorical 

dragons on the top. Victory flanks the bank note on 
the I. and r. Rev.: purple colored maiden behind a 
spinning wheel; golden halo surrounds her hair. At 
the bottom are two dragons. Watermarked, BNA 38, 
Pick 677, UNC $30 

Erevan City Notes (1920) 

212. Erevan City, 1 ruble, the coat of arms of 

Erevan stamped on the reverse. BNA.VI.I.a. , hinge 
mark, UNC $60 

213. Erevan City, 10 rubles, the coat of arms of 

Erevan stamped on the reverse. BNA.VI.4.a. , hinge 
mark, UNC $60 

Socialist Soviet Repuiblic of Armenia (1923) 

214. 5,000 r., BNA.XII.2.a, Pick S679, VF+ $40 

215. 10,000 r., BNA.XII.3.b, Pick S680b, VF+ $23 

216. 5,000,000 r, BNA.XII.9.b, PickS685b, F+ $40 

217. 1 chervonetz. Obv.: black coat of arms of SSR 
of Armenia, two peacocks. Rev.: Peasant ploughing 
with a team of oxen. Trees, Mt. Ararat, a house all in 
green. Wtrmrkd, BNA XII.10,U.R.PickS687, AU$200 

218. 1 chervonetz as above, BNA XII. 10, U..P.9«., 

Pick S687, AU $200 
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219. 3 rubles, 1961, green-violet, P223, VF $2 

220. Same, F $ 1 

221. 20 Kopeks, 1971 or 1962 $1 

Transcaspian Provisional Government 
denomination on reverse printed in Armenian 

222. 5 rubles, Pick S1 141, VF $12 

BANK NOTES AND COINS 
Republic of Armenia (1993) 

223. Includes 10, 25, 50, 100, 200 drams, bank 

notes, UNC, 5 pieces $32 

224. Includes 500 drams, bank note, UNC $16 

225. Includes 10, 25, 50, 100, 200, 500 drams, 

bank notes, UNC, 6 pieces $46 

226. Includes 10, 20, 50 Luma, and 1, 3, 5 dram 

coins, UNC, 6 pieces (postpaid) $7 

227. Includes 10 dram coin, UNC (postpaid) $7 

228. Includes 10, 20, 50 Luma, and 1, 3, 5, 10 dram 

coins, UNC, 7 pieces (postpaid) $1 4 

POSTAGE STAMPS 
Armenia (1918-1923) 

229. 25 different assorted stamp packet $5.65 

230. 50 different assorted stamp packet $16.15 

231. 100 different assorted stamp packet $36.75 

Cilicia (1914-1918) 

232. 10 different assorted stamp packet $1.15 

233. 25 different assorted stamp packet $2.35 

234. 50 different assorted stamp packet $9.40 

235. 100 different assorted stamp packet $49.00 

Republic of Armenia (1992) 


236. AT&T, international telecommunication, each 

stamp $5.5 

237. One set of 3 stamps, Mt. Ararat and Armenian 

flag, includes 0.20, 2.00, 5.00 units $8.5 

238. Same as above, but one full sheet, contains 

20 sets of each 3 denominations $115 

239. First day of cancellation (FDC), includes 

stamps listed above $10 

240. Same as above, but one full sheet, contains 

15 sets of each 4 denominations $125 

241. First day of cancellation (FDC), includes 4 

stamps listed above $1 1 .25 
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242. Souvenir sheet, commemoration of the 175th 
anniversary of the birth of the famous Armenian artist 
Hovhannes Aivazovsky, 7.00 units (post pd) $5.75 

Republic of Armenia (1993) 

243. Culture issue (4 stamps), 0.40, 0.80, 3.60, 

5.00 units (post paid) $5.5 

244. FDC, Culture issue (4 stamps), 0.40, 0.80, 

3.60, 5.00 units, (post paid) $8.25 

245. David of Sassoun souvenir sheet, 12.00 units 

(post paid) $9.5 

246. Landscapes issue (5 stamps), 0.40, 0.80, 

3.60, 5.00, 12.00 units (post paid) $5.5 

247. FDC, Landscapes issue (5 stamps), 0.40, 
0.80, 3.60, 5.00, 12.00 units (post paid) $8.25 

248. Philatelic exhibition issue (1 stamp), no unit 

printed on stamp (post paid) $2.25 

249. FDC, Philatelic exhibition issue (1 stamp), no 

unit printed on stamp (post paid) $6.75 

250. Philatelic exhibition issue, Souvenir sheet (6 
stamps), no unit printed on stamp (post paid) $9.5 

251. Definitive issue (3 stamps), 1.00, 3.00, 20.00 

units (post paid) $2.25 

Republic of Mountainous Karabagh (1993) 

252. Medium size booklet: 1 set of stamps, FDC, 1 

perforated and 1 imperf souvenir sheet $60 

253. Full size booklet: 1 set of stamps, FDC, 1 perf 
and 1 imperf souvenir sht, 1 set sheetlet of 8 stamps 

$150 

254. 1 sheet set of stamps $325 

255. 1 perforated souvenir sheet (postpaid) $10 

256. 1 impererforated souvenir sheet (postpd) $16 

257. 1 set of sheetlet of 8 stamps $70 

Stamps Relating to Armenia and Armenians 

258. St. Nerses Shnorhali stamps issued by 

Vatican, set of three $6.5 

259. St. Nerses Shnorhali stamps issued by Vatican 

but corner block of four for three sets $32.5 

260. Stamps of Soviet Armenia: One of each, M. 

Sarian, Erebouni, Lenin Square, Etchmiadzin, D. 
Anhaght, A. Khachadourian, Matenadaran, W. 
Saroyan $10 

261. Corner block of four: One of each Soviet 
Armenia stamps of M. Sarian, Erebouni, Lenin 
Square, Etchmiadzin, D. Anhaght, A. 
Khachadourian, Matenadaran, W.Saroyan $60 

262. W. Saroyan, USSR, full sheet of 50 stmps $60 


263. William Saroyan, USA-USSR, Balloon cover, 

Balloon Post Yerevan-Leninakan $35 

264. USSR, for Armenian earthquake victims, one 

full sheet, contains nine blocks of four (M) $60 

265. USSR, for Armenian earthquake victims, FDC, 
Moscow cancellation, consists of 3 envelopes $8 

266. Republic of Cyprus, Armenian earthquake 

stamp first day cover (FDC) $5 

267. Armenian Genocide Cachet-Cover (1990) 
Issued by Greater Detroit 75th Commemoration 
Committee (Proceeds to ArmNS), postpaid $2.5 

Medals and Key Chains 

268. St. Vartan cathedral consecration silver 

medal with English inscription, 38 mm, 35.46 g, 
1968 $60 

269. Same as above, inscription in Armenian $60 

270. Komitas centennial silver medal, 38 mm, 

34.75 g, 1969 $75 

271. Komitas medal, 57 mm, 95 to 98 g, reverse 3 

cranes and signature [1 966] $25 

272. 75th anniversary of the Armenian Church 

in America, 44 mm, 52.87 g, 1973 $1 00 

273. Same as above but in bronze $30 

274. Muron (holy oil) blessing medal. Rev. Holy 

Etchmiadzin, 39 mm, 51 g., dated lVu<Mi according 
to Armenian date (141 8=1 969) $25 

275. Armenia-Los Angeles commemorative 

medal, bronze, 62 mm, 69.3 g, 1977, Temple of 
Garni $8 

276. Part of same series, Etchmiadzin $8 

277. Part of same series, Zvartnots $8 

278. Part of same series, Yerevan's Armenian 

Memorial Monument for 1915 victims $8 

279. Part of same series, David of Sassoun $8 

280. Part of same series, Government House$8 

281 . Set of six Armenia-Los Angeles medals $45 

282. 75th anniversary of AGBU, 2" diameter, 3/8" 

thick, 3.6 oz $30 

283. Nuarsag treaty medal, 150th anniversary, 1 

5/8" diameter, solid silver, 30 g $60 

284. Same as above but in bronze, 1984 $20 

285. Fresno Numismatic Society 45th anniversary 

(1946-91) medal "honoring Fresno's Armenian 
heritage" and displaying David of Sassoon statue 
sculpted by Varaz. 22.12 g, 38 mm, gold plated 
copper. $8 v 

286. As above but in silver, 31 .91 g, 38 mm $38 
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287. Key chain, Tigranes the Great coin replica $5 

288. Key chain.Homenutmen, Arm. scouting $5 

289. Key chain, Partsratsir-partsratsour $5 

290. Key chain, Boghos Nubar Pasha $5 

291. Key chain, Hopenutmen of AGBU $5 
Armenian Antiquities 

292. Silver book cover: Crucifction with some other 

religious figure oat the upper side. Inscription: 3 
hCUSUb t tuUQirn c HPSh‘u, second line, nr> US 
UP q>tnP<U).. From diamond tips 90.2x90.4 mm, 
90.74 g, very attractive $750 

293. Silver book cover: Altar design. 82x125 mm, 

44.35 g, very attractive $500 

294. Silver book cover: Silver plaque. 70x91 mm, 

30.15 g, nice patina $350 

295. Silver humidor made by the silversmiths of 

Van. "Mayr Hayastan" design on the top cover. Floral 
design at the bottom. Work of 19th century. Inside 
the top cover, an oval stamp reads HuV. Next to it 
a circular seal displays the head of a boy to right. 
Inside the box, an oval seal displays “ 0 , the head of a 
boy to right, 84." Metrology: 10cm x 7cm x 1.8cm, 
126.1 grams. Extremely attractive $1250 

296. Armenian ornamental brass work, door knob. 

38 x 42 mm, spiral broken, nice patina $100 

297. Armenian Manuscript Pages with and 

without Miniature Illumination in Color. Title and 
scribe unknown. According to a scholar of Armenian 
manuscripts and Armenian Encyclopedia, it is a 
lectionary, the letters are called "Bolorgir" and 
belong to the 12th to 13th century. Paper size: 15x 
10 inches, double column. Each illuminated page of 
this Haysmavourk includes two types of 
illuminations: marginal and initial type. Excellent for 
framing, 1 sheet with illuminations, total 2 sheets/ 4 
pages of inscription. $200 

298. Armenian Manuscript as before with 1, 
illuminations, 4 sheets/4 pages of inscription. $225 

399. Armenian Manuscript as before with 1 
illuminations, 2 sheets/4 pages of inscription. $175 

300. Armenian Manuscript as before with 1 
illuminations, 2 sheets/4 pages of inscription. $175 

301. Armenian Manuscript as before with 1 
illuminations, 3 sheets/3 pages of inscription. $200 

302. Armenian Manuscript as before with 1 
illuminations, 4 sheets/4 pages of inscription. $225 

CL1 . Crow's original coin cleaner, 16 fl. oz. In plastic 
container. No loss of silver. Completely safe and 
easy to use. The dealer's choice $4 


BOOKS 

Numismatic Books 

N1. BASMADJIAN, K. J. Numismatique generate de 
I'Armenie - iiiujliwljwG pGpfimGmp r).puiiIuiQ.f)wmpliiG U 
<£iujiuuiniuGfi iihpiuphpbuii ppiuiJGbp, Venice, 1936, 
256 pp., 2 pis., soft covers $60 

N2. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z. Coinage of the Artaxiads 
of Armenia, London, 1978, 81 pp., 8 pis., cl. $25 

N3. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Coinage of the Artaxiads 
of Armenia - U>pww2hubwG fhupuwmpbiuG rypmGGbpp, 
Vienna, 1983, 52+36 pp., 8 pis., cloth, text in 
Armenian $50 

N4. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Armenian Coins and 
Medals, New York, 1971 , 24 pp., illus, card cov. $2 

N5. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Coinage of Cilician 
Armenia, New York, 1962, ANS NNM 147, 494 pp., 
48 pis., card covers $70 

N6. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Coinage of Cilician 
Armenia - hfiifiijbuiG z,wiwuwwGfi ppiuiJGbpp , Vienna, 
1963, 496 pp., 48 pis., 128 pp. text in Armenian, 
corpus and plates in English $50 

N7. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Eighteenth Century 
Armenian Medals Struck in Holland, Venice, 1 978, in 
Arm. with English summary $2 

N8. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Roman Coins and 
Medallions Relating to Armenian - z,uniuuwwGfi 
i[bpmpbpbmi GnmJl;iulpuG ppiuiIGbp h JbrpuifinGGbp, 
Vienna, 1971, 212 pp., 38 pis., illus., card cov. $25 

N9. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z., Thirty Centuries of 
Armenian Metal Art, New York, 1978, 24 pp, illus. $2 

N10. CRAWFORD, Michael H. Roman Republican 
Coinage, London, 1975, Vol. I 579 pp., Vol. II 328 
pp., 62 tables, 80 pis., 5 line drawings, cloth $275 

Nil. DASHIAN, J. Coinage of Arsacids - Up 2 ui^mGfi 
ppiuJGbpp, Vienna, 1919, 1960, 2 vols. 381 pp., soft 
cover $30 

N12. DUNDUA G. F. Numizmatika antichnoi Gruzii - 
HyMH3MQTHKa aHTH^Hofi Tpy3Hn, Tbilisi, 
1987, 185 pp., 27 pis., cloth $15 

N13. DURST, Sanford J. Contemporary Gold Coins, 
New York, 1975, 102 pp., cloth $5 

N14. FUNCK, W. Munzen und Marken, 1965, 20 
pp., soft covers $2 

N15. Handes Amsorya, Festschrift 1887-1987, 
includes six articles (138 pages) on Armenian 
numismatics, in Armenian, French, English, 976 pp, 
soft covers 130 

N16. Handes Amsorya, 1993, includes 3 articles 
(106 pp.) on Armenian numismatics by Kh. A. 
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Mousheghian, in Armenian, Russian, English, 272 
pp., soft covers 1 1 0 

N17. LANG, D. M. Studies in the Numismatic History 
of Georgia in Transcaucasia, New York, 1955, ANS 
NNM 130, 138 pp., xv pis. $25 

N18. LANGLOIS, VICTOR. Numismatique de 
I'Armenie au moyen age, 1 978 reprint, cl. $25 

N19. MOUSHEGHIAN, Kh. A. The Monetary 
Circulation in Armenia from the Beginning to Tenth 
Century A. D. - dpuitiwipuG 2 P 2 m Gmnmj&]nGp <Zuijuju- 
imuCmil uiiqpfig GfiG^b &• quip 3'&-f 1 (in Armenian), 
Vienna, 1979, 280 pp., illus., card covers $25 

N20. NEWMAN, Eric. The Early Paper Money of 
America, 1967, 360 pp., cloth $1 0 

N21. Numismatic Chronicle, London, 1987, 
198+xxxiii pp., 27 pis $25 

N22. Numismatic Chronicle, London, 1988, 
294+xxxv pp., 40 pis. $25 

N23. Numizmatika i Epigrafika - H y m m 3 m arn k a n 
SnurparpuKa, Vol. XV (1989), 184 pp., cloth $15 

N24. PETROWICZ, Alexander von. Arsaciden-Mun- 
zen, Graz, 1968, reprint, 206 pp., 25 pis., cl. $35 

N25. SABBAGHIAN, Berj. Numismatic Questions - 
qpuiiJuiqlnniulfuiG fiuipgbp, Aleppo, 1986, 228 pp., 

illus., card covers (in Armenian) $25 

N26. SEKOULIAN, Au. Coinage of Gosdantin III to 
Levon V in Vienna Mekhitarist Museum - qpbGGmip 
UfufipuiphiuG puiGqwpuiGp PnuinuiGqpG Q.-llinG b. 
qpiuiJGbpu, Vienna, 1971, 90 pp., 7 pis., cc (in 
Armenian) $15 

N27. SEKOULIAN, Au. Numismatic Studies: 
Hetoum II, Levon III, and Oshin - f bpm\Jmqjumu\puG 
igpuiinmifGbp 2,bpmiJ P. f fUnG 9>. h l)>i 2 hG, Vienna, 
1982, 102 pp., 9 pis., card covers $15 

N28. SIBILIAN, Clement. Classification of Roup- 
enian Coins - r hiuuuiinpmpfuG ffniphCbrnG qpunJng, 
Vienna, 1892, 88+10 pp., illus., card covers (in 
Armenian) $50 

N29. VASMER, Richard. Chronicle der arabischen 
Statthalter von Armenian under den Abbasiden, von 
as-saffach biz zur Kronung Aschot I, 750-887, 
Vienna, 1931, 118, pp., soft covers $15 

N30. VASMER, Richard. Same as above in Arme- 
nian - d'luihuGiulpuq.pmpluGG Z,w\wuwwGp nuuifilpuG- 
Gbpni iuniu2f>G IXppwubwGg opml , uiuUui$>$>utful;G 
iIpGili U> 2 nui U>-l l puiqunnpbip, 750-887, Vienna, 
1933, 120 pp., soft covers $15 

N31. WELTER, G. and SCHULMAN, H. Cleaning 
and Preservation of Coins and Medals, New York, 
1976, 117 pp., cloth $12 


Armenian Numismatic Society 

Special Publications and Journal 

SP1. BEDOUKIAN , Paul Z. Selected Numismatic 
Studies . Los Angeles, 1981 , 570 pp, 72 pis. cl. $35 

SP2. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Attribution and Dating of 
Armenian Bilingual Trams. Los Angeles, 1983, 36 
pp., 12 pis. card covers 6.75 

SP3. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Armenian Numismatic 
Bibliography and Literature. Los Angeles, 984, 729 
p.,cl. $50 

SP4. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z. Coinage of the 
Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene. 
Los Angeles, 985, 37 pp., 2 pis., card covers $6 

SP5. BEDOUKIAN , Paul Z. Armenian Coin Hoards. 
Los Angeles, 1987, 64 pp., 6 pis., card covers $8 

SP6. NERCESSIAN, Y. T. Bank Notes of Armenia. 
Los Angeles, 988, 224 pp, 192 pis, casebound $30 

SP7. BEDOUKIAN , Paul Z. A Hoard of Copper 
Coins of Tigranes the Great and a Hoard of Artaxiad 
Coins. Los Angeles, 1991, 30 pp., 2 pis., card 
covers $5.5 

ANJ. Essays on Armenian Numismatics in Memory 
of Father Clement Sibilian on the Centennial of His 
Death (the Sibilian volume), Armenian Numismatic 
Journal, Series I, Vol. IV (1978), 167 pp., XXI pis., 
card covers $30 

ANJ. Studies in Honor of Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian (the 
Bedoukian volume), Armenian Numismatic Journal, 
Series I, Vol. XV (1989), 192 pp, illus, card cov. $30 

ANJ. Volumes l-V (1975-1979), cloth bound (one 
month bindery time) $82.5 

ANJ. Volumes Vl-X (1980-1984), cloth bound (one 
month bindery time) $62.5 

ANJ. Volumes XI-XV (1985-1989), cloth bound 
(one month bindery time) $85 

ANJ. Volumes XVI-XX (1990-1994), cloth bound 
(one month bindery time) $70 

Miscellaneous Armenology Books 

A1. BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z. Armenian Books: Early 
Printing, New York, 1 975, 24 pp, card covers $2 

A2. MINASIAN, M. The Armenian Alphabet, New 
York, 12"x14", 154 pis., cloth $30 

A3. PETROSIAN, Tigran. Petrosian's Legacy, 
preface by Gary Kasparov, 124 p„ c/c, 1990 $12 

A4. U,aUr>3U‘u, Ifnulfiuwiup pbpuiljiuGmpliiG 
Ruling ibqilfi , t?fiUuiG,1955, 656 tg, iplrqGj 4P& $15 

A5. ‘uniGn, fluip %1957, 1012 t?, ll&liqO, 4P& $20 

A6. UOU-RblSUYi, 4,iu[uuq.. Z.iujbpbGli jm- 

umpimGu, fiuunnii P, fcpluuG, 467 t?2, iuijinul|wqa $5 
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A7. puniunno.ursu'u, u. <*• o ./ nimG fho j i//>- 

i/iug/imwaiff, P, t?pUuxC,190O,24O t 2 , 4P& $8 

A8. 'ttVuhtlbU'u, cttinuiip. 4i4J Gnp uiuippkpuiltuiG 
ihuilmw, 1907-1981, 'ntipnip, 1984,184 tgt M $ 15 


phimlpp WJiUGGui, I860), 551 tg, ™ 2““" l mi 

iltifiuilj K $75 

B12. (0'nrKufcU‘u, UuiBuil!. V.pwui 2 t;uhwG Upunu- 
uuqquij prnppG m iluifuGuiGp , ^fihCCui, 1852, 84 tg, 


A9. Kuanamru, 4Uuiikuilj. QGqGuiw G^mi/Gbp, 
Hltipnip, 1971, 180 tg, tuiunupiupint lf"4P $5 

A10. P'hPbU.'RPU'u, 3. 4 unhuukp U UpUGuilf fumil- 
php , itJikGGui, 1923, juuniupiupuit l| nr lP qp66 $ 4 

All. tfbU'dbU’tlU'u, UuifiiuH. 'RmpwhuwqpmpkuiG 
puipng lip V‘ 'iuiqmpm ^2 &C- n^pruG, '•J.kGkuiM, 
1981, 01 tg, 13 uiui|uimuli, juunuiguipuit t nr lP $15 


A12. U'luhP'UPbU'u IThUPU'unbffrhbVSm^ui/jauiff- 

qpuilpuG dnqniliudm uinpfn 100-imIhiui j npkikuiGfi 

dmumuanihuG ITfufipuiphiuG ITfiwpwGmphuiG fi 'IfihG- 

Giu. 435 tg, 1911, 40 fiiujuiqtiimu^mG ioqniiu6Gkp, 

, . $100 
T»qi»l<qa 


Antiquarian Books 

B1. DIMOTHEOS, Le R. P. Deux ans le sejour en 
Abysine, 1871, 175 pp., cloth $25 

B2. SAVALANIAN, M. T. Question sur la propriety 
du Convent de St. Jacques a Jerusalem, 1 867 , 24 
pp., soft covers $ 3 

B3. STRZYGOWSKI, Josef. Byzantinische 
Denkmaler III, Vienna, 1903, 126 pp., in mint state, 
papers uncut, soft covers $125 

B4. USxlUan^Uhh, 4- 9-uippfitl. tlwwtlmplnG 

i[iupmg ShiunG ifkpnj Sfiumufi Upfiuwnuft , Ouipfiq, 
1854, 334 tg t i&qpuituiqil $15 


B5. LA^/t/ q./7m/0-/JiC inpfig doiuuiGg iu 2 tuiupfifi • 
Uufin i, bipriuifinj, Ui/ip/jJ//inj, k 04.kGkuifit, 

1802), ITuiuG P, 9> fluiinnp 590 t 2 , l<qiI6 ni zwvn \\m 

K $ 100 


B6. UP<DM3.Pt?U‘u, Upififiuip. huipdfip dun/nig 
(1920), 92 tg, pqpitq 11 ni 'l UiU1 K $3 


B7. q.UPUUUdbU'u, UfiUnG. <hui/hp 0uippfili Guid- 
pnppp mpbikipfi i/tg 0J* ^riifm, 1909), 285 tg, kmk- 
itC ilfi puiGJi vfinpp 6iul|hpMil& m 2uim luii infill K$10 

B8. t?Pt?MJ.‘u8h UUP9-UP SlLPUPhU lunat; < u8. 
dwwlpjuq.}ip finq.k2uifi puiGfig, 1853, 225 tg, l|q6 $15 


B9. T.bPnbP'uU, t3at;UM3.8h. I^nipp Upquipm 
pnuqiuinpfi ftming U pmpnq^mpyfnGp uppnjG fd-mpth 
wnuipkini , 1808, 88 tg: ITjuuinkq IjuiqUnuuft' 

SUUHbU/u 4uiuiuG|i, d]uiw\Jmj»lnG duiduinow 
uiqniuiGfig bpljpfi, 1808, 58 tg, lfrqpuiljuiqJ $10 


B10. 0'tn r WlPt?U‘u, Uuipqtiu 3uiquiqu Uuipplim- 
jfiG fipuuiuGg U iqiupinmg , ^uipjiq, 1858, 151 tg 

I»qi»l)qil $ 3 


B11. ffrnrVubU'u, IS'uiqtnu. 4,iuwi]Gwlip pGpbpgmuibp 
/) JiuwkGiuq.pmi&kiuGg Goi]uGkuig flmGqkpi InuGopm- 


B13. ITAj 2, 4. 'll. Z.uiiuiuwuiG • fhrikinpmpfiiGGkp 
ki mumilGuiutipmpfiiGGkp 0-1. 'Hn^fiu, 1913) U fiuunnp, 
370 tg, ^q06 m \vn K $45 


B14. 4 luGqku Uiluopkiui 1900-1901, 384 U 
t2i m iuii K 


384 

$75 


B15. U’t'ut^.hCbU'u, q.iupp)itl. Upnfi ikqmmqfium- 
intiiGp KhkGGiu, 1903), 204 t 2 , m DGul^p 

UhfiuiU K $ 30 


B16. ' JhuimJmpfnG fhujlpuliiuG imquiqpmpkmG ulfqp- 
GunnpmpkGkG dfiGz urn ifkq, 1513-1895 (^^hGtlu1^l^, 

1895), 244 t2, ni nGuifip ^Guil^. K $45 


B17. 1)unmlmp\nG ^wiuuiuGkpnpq qmpm puipklfuip- 
qmpkuiG '/) 9-kpdmGfnu (aUfunG^, 1848), fiuunnp P, 

594 t2i liq.U6 ni pGintip ^fiuil<. K $45 


B18. 'ihuvnJmpfnG IkGlj (dfnlmpui^ 

f&qj&ui^uiqiJ 


1873, 288 t 2 , 
$20 


B19. il > UP f VU‘u %uuiUfii. 'doiwdmppiG puipwpuii, 
1870, 70 tg, i&qpnulpuqU $1° 

B20. Suipkpp pkpwlpuGmjfrkwG qkpihuGkpkG ibqmfij 
ittibGGui, 1890, 152 t 2) tuiqilniuift U iuu 

i[|iGiul) $ 15 

B21. SO'uh^tJU'u, 9-pfiqnptiu. 9-mq Guiiwujbwti i^ui- 
pmgG k ui 2 \uuipftp}iu pninpinppG ppuid kpkp Grnilpn- 
pqmpkwGg iquiunlmpfiiGi 2 , 1857, 100 t£t T &T l^qiJ $8 

Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 


D1. Armenian Encyclopedia-Z,milfoiiimG umlkwui- 


ipuG fhuGpuiq.jnmupwG ) Yerevan, cloth 
Vol. 8,1982,720 pp. $45 

Vol. 9,1983,720 pp. $45 

Vol. 10, 1984, 736 pp. $40 

Vol. 11, 1985, 720 pp. $40 

Vol. 12, 1986, 751 pp. $35 

Vol. [13] 1987, 688 pp. $35 

Volumes 1 to 12 and supplement [13], a complete 
set in uncircualted state (A) $600 

D2. Haigazian Dictionary - Imp Pumqiipp fkuiliwqbuiG 
ibqmfi, Vol. I 1140 pp., 1979, Vol. II 1067 pp.,1981, 
Yerevan reprint, cloth. $100 


D3. Praktische Gramatik der Armenischen 
Sprachee, von C. Kainz, Leipzig, 1800? cloth $1 0 

D4. d-iuihuGulirnWg duijng ikqilfi puiguiwpuilpuG pui- 
nuipuiGy P fiinp, t>pliuiG,197 2, 720 t2i $20 

D5. English Armenian Dictionary, edited by H. H. 
Chakmakjian, 1326 pp, bound, reprint $55 


15 


Armenian Coins and Books 


Bulletin No. 17 


1994 

History 

HI. ADONTZ, N. Armenia in the Period of Justinian, 
(Lisbon, 1970), 530+410 pp, c. cov., uncut. N $75 

H2. BAUER, E. Armenia Past and Present: (New 
York, 1981), 180 pp., illus. b/w and color, cl. N $35 

H3. CHARANIS, P. The Armenians in the Byzantine 
Empire (Lisbon, 1963), 62 pp., c. cov., used. $40 

H4. Davis, Leslie A. The Sloughterhouse Province; 
An American Diplomat's Report on the Armenian 
Genocide, 1915-1917. New York, 1989, illus. cl. $30 

H5. HOVANNISIAN, R. G. Armenia on the Road to 
Independence] 1918, Berkeley1969, 364 p, cl. $42 

H6. HOVANNISIAN, R. G. The Republic of Armenia, 
Vol. I, 1918-1919, Los Angeles, 1971, 547 pp., 
cloth $50 

H7. HOVANNISIAN, R. G. The Republic of Armenia, 
Vol. II, 1919-1920, Los Angeles, 1982, 603 pp., 
cloth $50 

H8. LYNCH, H. F. B. Armenia: Travels and studies 
(Beirut, 1965), Vol. I 470 pp., Vol. II 512 pp., map, 
cloth. N $70 

H9. NAASR. Recent Studies in Modern Armenian 
History, Cambridge, MA, 1971, 141 pp., cloth $6 

H10. SHNOROKIAN, M.H. The Armenian Genocide 
and Rebirth of a Nation, 1 983, 30 pp., soft cov. $3 

H11. TORIGUIAN, Sh. The Armenian Question and 
International Law, Beirut, 1973 edition, 330 p,cl. $12 

HI 2. Yeghishe, English translation, 154 pp, cl. $20 

H13. U.'-UJ.9>3U‘u, 9*. b. Z, luj 1/lu lu G UUZ, 

pGwfompjmGp, bpluuG, 1975, 304 t 2 , . N $18 

H14. U.4,U9'3U‘u, Upfiq. ZuipiuiluijfiG uihGp, 
bpluuG, 1977, 412 t 2 , ^luqJnuud $20 

H15. U4.bSMJ3U‘u, tu. U>. UmlbimuljiuG Zuijiuu- 
unuGfi U pGiutpuiliujphpfi iu 2 fuiupfhuq.pmpjmG, bpluuG, 

1987, 200 t 2 , N $15 

H16. PURUSU.'u, L* 4* O'piluiq.Gkp Z,w\wuwwG}i 
iliuq #fcn/juq/jqi//j puipiu 2 P 2 iuGji iquiunhuqpmpjuiG, 
bpluuG, 1971, 180 t 2 , Ijiuqilnuud. N $4 

H17. q.URPhblSU.'u, b. ITiupqiupuijui UkiuG , 
bpluuG, 1980, 136 t 2 , l^iuqJnuu6 $4 

H18. c MJ.‘u2Ubb8h bfipuil^nu. Ziujng iqiuinilmpjmG 
(bpluuG, 1982), 352 t 2 , ^qilft. N $18 

HI 9. 9»f1bOUbbU. < u, fd’npqmJ. ZGqljiufhujp, 1941, 
382, fuuiuugiupint; Ipiqp $10 

H20. bT.bSt* i luiuG 'JiuppuiGuij k fhujng ujiuinh- 
piuqJfiG , 1968, 194 t 2 , i&qf&iulpuqj $7 


H21 . 2n4nU.P8U‘u, b. U> • Uni[kuiuilfuiG 
rtmumumuiGp k Giuj-pnippiuliiuG flwpiupkpnipjmGGkpp 
1920-1922 pp., hpkuiG, 1979, 344 t 2 , l|qj&. N$20 

H22. OpkiuGfi iqkiniulpuG fiuiihuiuiupiuG, 1981, 324 
t 2 , fuiuuupiupuil; ^nqp $6 

H23. fd'knifnuGku NnumniluiCnq, bpkuiG, 1983, 364 

t 2 , iiupiu^uiqil $16 

H24. 0'Uf>n3U‘u, !}• SI. Upkihniufhujhpti lu qmwuiq- 
pmlfiuG iquijpiupp XIX piupfi ilbp£hpliG k XX quipfi 
uljqpGkp}iG, bpluuG, 1980, 210 t 2 , l|qJ 6 . N $14 

H25. b3nH < nb < uh3U < u, f>, 4.. Z.uij-'Onpviniquiiiu- 
lluiG GuipiupkpmpjniGGhp, bpluuG, 1986, 358 t 2 , 
ll&liqG- N $20 

H26. 4UUPU.0'3U/u, U., U. *. OPbO^mU, 3m. 
U.. ''lbSPHUSlVu. fd'mppfiuijfi upuunlmpnuG mpi(iu- 
qbkp, bpluuG, 1986, 404 t 2 , im|mul<iuqU $7 

H27. 4UUPUf9'3U‘u, U*. 'ThuuiiIiu-fiGwqfiwuiljuiG 
munuIGuiufipmpjmGGkp, bpluuG,1985,280 t2ilI»l)qG $9 

H28. 4ng.4UVuhU3U < u, U*. fhpiliuqdhp 

IkfhuuunuGf] k wpkiluijiuG HilipiufiGiujfi fiiujlpulpuG 
qiuqpmiluijphph ujiuuuInipjuiG , bpluuG, 1977, 218 
t 2 , l<qJ 6 . N $12 

H29. U’UO'bg.nUSlVu, f>. h. Siu2hp Snpiuqhm, 
bpluuG, 1982, 156 t 2 , y&qp-iuljuiqil $7 

H30. U'bL-RnMTSU'u, U. ZiujlpulpuG UUZ wGwkuui- 
IpuG Ipuiqhpp, bpluuG, 1979, 172 t 2 , ljq\16 . N $15 

H31. irmutubiru, r UinGq. Lonfifi UfnpfiljhiuG 
pmqunnpGkpm iqiuunJmptiiGp , 4,filxGGm, 1923, 93 t 2 , 
f&qljqil $8 

H32. lPU < uU < u r K3U. < u, <t,iuljnp. pplfkp, b., bpUuiG, 
1984, 616 t 2 , |uii»uil^uiqil $25 

H33. UU‘uU < uO'3U. < u, bpljhp, £., bpUiuG, 1984, 386 
t 2 i luip-iu^iuqif $18 

H34. nHOPPUPSU/u, Piuqpiuuw MpmgiupiuG, 
bpluuG, 1991, 672 t 2 , ^uiqilmiuft $10 

H35. UITFU.S U^UPU^bSh Swpkqfipp , v^hGhuitilj, 
1956, 269 t 2 , f&qi»uil^uiqil $25 

H36. USbOU/ublTu, 3. 4iuj IpuljiuG ppo2uiljGkp k 
qfiGiuG 2 iuGGbp, pqp-iulpuqib pu/utujnLu/tr Zm j fJbp- 
Pb 0. l^nuu u/ufu/utG^k p ^br^b 

1/ifu/k dh.iui.npnu/tr l, : (pnu/n $1 .25 (ANS) $3 

H37. d.iuqqhG Z.uijpiuiqkui fhujng , qfipp hpl^pnpq, 
t 26 ^ 6 f)G, 1968, 318 t 2 , l^uiqJmuid $8 

H38. g.UPaU‘u3U‘u, <£.. U.pkiIwuiGmjhpfi 

luquivnuqpmpjiuG fhupgp k fhuj fimuuipuilpuljuiG- 
piupiupuiljiuG finuuiGpGkp XIX p. piunnppmil , 

1967, 354 t 2 , ^qU 6 . N $20 
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H39. itPtJUl U. 4 unuiimupGGmpkuiG quiqinGpp- 
Gh] ip, 4. 'tlntfiu, 1914, 299 tg, t n 4Pl! muil|uiu $6 

Literature, Poetry, Novel, Fiction 

LI. GRANIAN, Puzant. My Land, My People, Los 
Angeles, 1978, 146 pp., card covers $7 

L2. OSHAGAN, Vahe. The English Influence on 
Western Armenian Literature in the Nineteenth 
Century, Cleveland, 1982, 53 pp., card covers $4 

L3. TOUMANIAN, Hovhannes. The Bard of Loree, 
London, 119 pp., cloth $6 

L4. U c uO'Pbt?'-l, LknGJin.. bpljkp, tfpluuG, 1985, 360 
tg, luij&iuliuiqiJ $3 

L5. ITuaPfrum, hnGiu. fihwpkpni[ U f^fulnip 

< TU.3 r UJ.P. ILfyqiuGfiuunuGfi hpljGpfi mini /, tjpUuiG, 
1986, 344 tg, l<iuqJnuu6 $3 

L6. PfclVu, &uipmfifi. Ophp k pkilpkp, 

1965, 417 tg, doGniiad, luij&iutuiqj $6 

L7. 9>U.PU 1 4tO£t?U < u, 1 4.iuqkpku. bkuiGppG qmqiu- 
fihn, Lnu UGfikipu, 1981, 151 t2i Juigpuit t nr lP $6 

L8. R'tOfft't* bnpiuilLuikp , 9>uififipt, 1953, 362 tg, 
tuumupiupint t nr lP $4 

L9. r VUCSt/ , u8, n , iuG±iqiupGkpfi l^uiG^p, 

t?pUiuG, 1984, 536 tg, l) ul< l'1 niu & $10 

L10. r m.P3U.‘u, ftiupquiGq. Ikp&fnl g,muiqnipiu^iuGf) ) 
tjplauG, 1988, 632 tg, liuiqilnuju& $10 

L1 1 . ffrnWU < ut?U‘u, 3. Umuiifili npulpuGp, 1981, 16 
qniGuiinp tg, tuuuuiguipuit t nr lP 

LI 2. f9' c ullCP3U>‘u UnGui. UiufiiuGp , OpliuiG, 1982, 
290 tg, iiuj&uituiqj $5 

LI 3. MJU4,U>llt;U. < u, Uikinfip. Upkfi iloin, 20 
qniGuiinp tg, Juunuipuipint t nT lP $4 

L14. lUimPia-Ku, rtmtiuiti, 'Hn^u, 1927, 251 
tg, luijfruituiqil $4 

LI 5. lUflMUTU/u, 9*. £puiumjq qiuGqp, 9. %iifiu, 
1923, 181 tg, iffipuimp |uiuiiupiupui $3 

LI 6. tjflMlPKu. 9. ,1 9 2 2 ,9 6 tg $2 

LI 7. 4UITUL. U,Gi}mGrifiG i/tgt ff, 17 5 tg, t nr lPD 
iquituiu, juii iltifiiut $2 

LI 8. 4U39, 9,iufit* <t,iujpkGfi fimp, 3>ptqGo 

126 tg, fuuiiuiguipint t nT lP $6 

LI 9. ^U.34, d,uiflt« P fiuiwnp, 'HnupnG, 1947, 254 
tg, iuij»uil)iuqj $8 

L20. OU.Z.t'u, Ukqpuit. 'Pmp fd'npnu , 'Htipnip, 1967, 
51 tg, doGmuift $2 


L21. SU.b'u, ITuipt* U,ppiujiuqGp U luqpiuwp, 
t?pliuiG, 1980, 24 tg, IjuiqJniiuft $3 

Archaeology, Architecture, Miniature 
Painting, and Art Albums 

Documents of Armenian Architecture 

27x27 cm, text in Italian, English, Armenian, card cov 


Ml. No. 1, Haghbat, 47 pp., 52 pis., 1968. $32 

M2. No. 2, Khatchkar, 63 pp., 64 pis., 1969 $32 

M3. No. 3, Sanahin, 47 pp., 27 pis., 1970 $32 

M4. No. 4, S. Thadei Vank, 72 p, 50 pis, 1971 $32 

M5. No. 5, Amberd, 56 pp., 36 pis., 1972 $32 

M6. No. 6, Gheghart, 72 pp., 25 pis., 1973 $32 

M7. No. 7, Goshavank, 64 pp, 25 pi, 1974 $32 

M8. No. 8, Aght'amar, 120 pp., 80 pis., cl.74 $80 

M9. No. 9., Ererouk, 76 pp., 26 pis, 1977 $32 

M10. No. 10, S. Stepanos, 71 p,37 pis, 1980 $32 

Ml 1 . No. 1 1 , Ketcharis, 60 pp, 31 pis., 1 982 $32 

M12. No. 12, Ani, 104 pp., 74 pis., 1984 $42 

M13. No. 13, Haghartzin, 57 p, 26 pi, 1984 $32 


M14. No. 14 Amaghou-Noravank,64 p,28 pi '86$32 
M15. No. 15, Kasakhi Vanker, 76 pp, 35 pis. $32 
Ml 6. No. 16, Ptghni/Arduch, 76 pp, 44 pis, '86 $32 
M17. No. 17, Gandzasar, 70 pp., 42 pis, 1987 $32 
Ml 8 . No. 18, Sevan, 90 pp., 54 pis., 1987 $37 

M19. No. 19, Gharabagh 110 pp, 54 pi. ,1988 $37 
M20. No. 20, Sorhul, 111 pp., 65 pis. 1989 $37 

M21. No. 21, New Djulfa, 123 pp, 74 pis. 1993 $40 
M22. DAA Nos. 1 to 20), complete set $650 

M23. DAA Achtamar, German edition, 144 pp., 98 
pis., 11 drawings $60 

M24. Aghtamar, 96 color plates by R. K. Lampien, 
52 pp. text by St. Mnatsakanian, 21x30 cm, 
Erebouni, cloth text in Armenan, 1985. $35 

M25. AKIN IAN, Nerses. Das Skevra-Evangelier von 
Jahre 1197 auftbewahrt, im Archive des 
Armenischen Erzbistmus Lenberg, 32 pp., 18 illus., 
in Armenian $10 

M26. Ararat, 29x31 cm, 96 pp., in color, 47 various 
scenes of Mt. Ararat, card covers $ 1 2 

M27. Armenian Soviet Republic, color album, 113 
illus., Yerevan 1977, cloth $5 

M28. ASRATIAN, G. Yerevan and Its Environs. 
Leningrad, Aurora, 1973, 136 pis., 21x27cm, cl. $50 

M29. BEREGOVAIA, A. Soviet Union Archaeolgy, 
Cambridge, MA, 1966, 178 pp, 27 pis, cloth $22 

M30. CARSWELL, John. New Julfa; The Armenian 
Churches and Other buildings, Oxford, 1968, 100 
pp. text, 96 pis, cloth $150 

M31. DARVISH (Andre Sevrougian), print, 40x60 cm, 

a. DARVISH SayatNova , color, Tamar $25 

b. DARVISH Wedding $25 

c. DARVISH Sayat Nova playing musical inst. $25 

M32. a, b, c, three of them together $60 
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M33. DAVTIAN, Serik. r hpiliuq.Ghp fhujijiulpuG 
GuipiupjuiG IjfipiunwlpuG uipilhuinfi iquiunJmpjiuG, 
Yerevan, 1981, 180 pp., 184 illus., cloth $15 

M34. Ermakov 1910, 179 pp., 77 pis. 25x33 cm, 
Venice, 1982, cloth. N $60 

M35. Etchmiadzin Album, 1981 , 80 color pis., $1 0 

M36. GHAFADARIAN, Karo. Yerevan; the Medieval 
Monuments, in Armenian, Yerevan, 1975, 252 pp. , 
178 illus., 23x30cm, cl. $50 

M37. GHAFADARIAN, Koryun. The Architecture of 
Argishtikhli City, in Armenian, 161 p, 25 illus, c.c $8 

M38. Ghazarian.Manya. Armenian Carpet, Erebouni 
editions, 1988, 288 pp., 200 full rugs pictured in 
color, 12"x8 5/8", heavy duty cloth binding $50 

M39. GRIGORIAN, Artsvin. Sovremennaia arkhitec- 
ura Armenii, Yerevan, 1 983,1 8 p, illus, in Rus., cl $6 

M40. GRIGORIAN, G. Album, Yerevan, 1983, 46 
pis., b/w and color, in Armenian, Russian and 
English, cl $10 

M41. HAROUTUNIAN, V. M. Etchmiadzin, 47 pp., in 
Armenian, Russian, French, card covers $6 

M42. HOLY SEE OF ETCHMIADZIN. Armenian 
Churches - z.uij ^wipuG kijhqhgfiGhp. 262 pp. text in 
Armenian, Russian and English, more than 150 pis., 
Etchmiadzin, 1970, 25x29 cm, cloth. N $50 

M43. HOLY SEE OF ETCHMIADZIN. Armenian 
Khatchkars - 4,m^mipuG fum^pmpkp. 213 illus. text in 
Armenian, French and English, Etchmiadzin, 1973, 
23x33 cm, cloth. N $60 

M44. HOVHANNISSIAN, Cobstantine. The Wall 
Paintings of Erebouni, in Armenian, Russian, 
English, Yerevan, 1973, 84 pp. text, 58 color pis., 
23x30cm, cloth $100 

M45. KHALPAKHCHIAN, O. Kh. Architectural 
Ensembles of Armenia, Moscow, 1980, 480 pp., text 
in Eenglish and Russian, numerous pis, in color and 
b/w, cloth, 21x28 cm. N $50 

M46. KHATCHATRIAN, A. Monuments of Armenian 
Architecture, Beirut, Hamazkain, 1972, 84 pp. text, 
92 pis, cloth, 23x30 cm. N $150 

M47. KHATCHATRIAN, A. 4,iujl^iuliiuG Giupunupiu- 
uikwmpkwG jn^uip&iuGGhp, Beirut, Hamazkain, 1972, 
100 pp. text, 92 pis, cloth, 23x30 cm. N $150 

M48. KHACHATRIAN, T. S. Artikskii nekropol, in 
Russian, Yerevan, 1979, 404 pp., text 107 pp., the 
rest all plates, cloth $ 1 5 

M49. Matenadaran, 27 pis, 20 pp. text, card cov. $2 

M50. MAZMANIAN, N. The Art Gallery of Armenia. 
Leningrad, Aurora, 1975, 15 p. text, 179 pls.23x30 
cm, cloth. N $200 


M51. MEKHITARIAN, Arpag. Treasures of the 
Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem. Jerusalem, 
1969, 44 pis., 225 p. text in Armenian, English, 
Hebrew, and Aabic, 18x22 cm, cloth. N $60 

M52. Sovetakan Hayastan color album, 113 illus, 
1977, cloth $5 

M53. STEPANIAN, N. and TCHAKMAKTCHIAN, A. 
LArt decoratif de I'Armenie Medievalle. Leningrad, 
1971, 64 pp. text, 166 pis., 27x34 cm, cloth. N $60 

M54. Treasures of Etchmiadzin, 1984, 424 pis. in 
color, 25x32 cm, text in English, Russian, Armenian, 
Editions Erebouni, cloth $60 

M55. UTUDJIAN, Edouard. Armenian Architecture, 
4th to 17th Century, Paris,1968180 pp., 250 figs., 
cloth. N $50 

M56. Weavers, Merchants and Kings; The Inscribed 
Rugs of Armenia, 1 984, 21 1 pp., 68 pis. in color, 
23x31 cm, card covers $30 

Periodicals 

PI. Puiqihuiikui- Bazmavep. 1974, Nos. 3-4; 1975, 
Nos. 1-4, each quarterly issue. $7 

P2. PiuGphp bpkiiwGfi ^wihuiuiupiufi- Banber Erevani 
Hamalsarani. 1900, #3; 1991, #1; each issue. $6 

P3. Ipiuphp fhuuwpuilpu^wG q.fnjnmj&imGGkpli Lraber 
Hasarakakan Gitut'yunneri. 1966, Nos. 1-2; 1979, 
Nos. 2-6, 8-12; 1980, Nos. 1, 2, 4-10, 12. Each 
monthly issue $2 

P4. 4,uijpkGfip IXGuuiqpp -Hairenik Monthly. Cloth 
bound in gray binding, the logo of periodical is 
printed on the cover. Some of the early issues are 
scarce and very hard to find. It will make an excellent 
additon to the library of a discriminating collector who 
is interested in periodicals.Vol: 


1 

1923 Nos. 

1-12 bound in 

2 books $55 

1 

1924 

1-12 

3 

$52 

II 

1925 

1-12 

3 

$49 

IV 

1926 

1-12 

3 

$46 

V 

1927 

1-12 

3 

$44 

VI 

1928 

1-12 

3 

$42 

VII 

1929 

1-12 

3 

$39 

IX 

1931 

1-12 

3 

$37 

X 

1932 

1-12 

3 

$35 

XI 

1933 

1-12 

3 

$34 

XII 

1934 

1-12 

3 

$32 

XXVI 

1948 

1-4, 9-12 

2 

$16 

XXVII 

1949 

5-12 

2 

$16 

XXVIII 

1950 

1-12 

3 

$20 

XXIX 

1951 

1-12 

3 

$20 

XXX 

1952 

1-12 

3 

$20 

XXXI 

1953 

1-8 

2 

$14 

XXXII 

1954 

1-4 

2 

$14 

XXXIII 1955 

1-12 

3 

$20 

ALL ABOVE P03 



$550 
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Artaxiad dynasty coins 

Tigranes II the Great (95-55 B.C.), copper coins 

303. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes. Rev.: Tyche as 
above. To r. downward BAEIAEOX; I. downward 
BAZI-AEON/ TITPANOY. Bed 93, /El 8, 5.15 gm. 
Clean coin and nice black patina. VF/F+ $100 




304. Young looking Tigranes (large head) with 
Armenian tiara and comet star. Rev.: Palm-branch 
curved to I. with flower. To r. downward BAELAEUE; I. 
downward TirPANOY. /El 6, 3.07 g, VF/F 1 00 



The following extremely rare coin of Tigranes III 
(20-8 B.C.) is being offered on consignment. P 

305. Obv.: Bust of Tigranes r., beardless, wearing a 
high five-pointed Armenian tiara adorned with a large 
eight-pointed star without eagles. Rev.: King driving 
biga with galloping horses to I. He is holding reins 
with I. hand and palm with r. Legend above to r. 
BACIAEOC / METAAOY; below to r. TITPANOY. 
Bed 1 41 , /E21 , 6.39 g, VG+/F+ $600 



Commagene coins 

306. Antiochus IV (A.D. 38-72). Obv.: Bust of 
Antiochus r., beardless, diademed. Clockwise 
legend BACI ANTIOXOC. Border of dots. Rev.: Two 
crossed cornucopiae. Legend above two lines 
KOM/MA; I. T; r. H; below NQN. Border of dots. 
Type BMC p. 107. No. 16V. , /E18, 4.35 g. VF $195 
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Roman coins relating to Armenia 

307. Marcus Aurelius, denarius (A.D. 161-180). 

Obv.: Head r. laur. ANTONINVS AVG ARMEN IACVS. 
Rev.: Armenia std. I. in mournful attitude; before her, 
vexillum and shield; I. hand rests on bow. ARMEN . 
P. M. TR. P. XVIII. IMP. II.COS. III. Bed 406, RIC 82, 
BMC 276, AR1 7, 3.24 g. VF/-VF $95 

308. M. Aurelius denarius as before. Bed 406, 

AR18, 3.46 g. $85 



Sassanian coins relating to Armenia 

309. Ardashir III, drachm (A.D. 628-630). Obv.: 
Beard-less bust r. Rev.: Fire alter with two attendants 
facig front. Rev. inscription in r. margin has is equiva- 
lent of ARM (Arminiya), relatively rare, Gobi 225/7, 
Sellwood 69 (crown 1) AR2, 3.74 g. -VF $125 


5 h ti R ® ^ a 


■±it 



3 


2- *Z U, r T £’ uSUt^uaxf 

■'*' p ui •* u If f 

-ft -ft y. -fi M '+" 


Erevan City Notes (1920) 

310. Erevan City, 5 ruble, unsiged and reverse 
blank. The printers border ornament has two flowers 
as in BNA pi. 91a, and crosses in lower two corners. 
BNA.VI.3.b. , AU $55 


